
Using the "Google" Search Engine

Basic search commands to narrow your search.

(NB: Google searches are not case sensitive.)

When you do a search using key words you get a return of results like the following at the top of your page:
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Using search "operators" to narrow down your searches.

	Search operator
	Description
	Examples

	"…….."
	In many search engines (e.g. Google), this restricts the search to the exact words (and in that order) between "….."; results will show web pages containing the exact phrase.
	· "esl teaching jobs"

· "the capital of Paris is"

· "a phrasal verb is"

· "the opposite of complicated is"




Compare the number of results of the search above with these two searches:









Compare the number of results for these searches. (Notice the significance of adding "…."):

	a.
	English as a foreign language
	English foreign language
	"English as a foreign language"

	b.
	"English as a foreign language"
	"English foreign language"
	


	Search operator
	Description
	Examples

	OR
	Returns results of pages containing any of the options. 
	· esl OR efl

· elt OR efl OR esl

· "english language teaching" OR elt




Compare the number of results you get for these searches: 

a. esl OR efl

b. elt OR efl OR esl

c. "english language teaching" OR elt

	Search operator
	Description
	Examples

	+
	Returns results of pages containing all of the options in them.
	· esl +efl +elt

· "english language" +spelling

· penpals +"los angeles"

· english +cognates +romanian 




Compare the number of results you get for these searches: 

a. esl +efl +elt

b. "english language" +spelling

c. penpals +"los angeles"

d. english +cognates +romanian 

	Search operator
	Description
	Examples

	- (minus)
	Returns pages which do not contain the words or phrases indicated after the minus sign.
	· esp -teaching -english

· "english language" -usa 

-american




Compare the number of results you get for these searches: 

a. esp -teaching -english

b. "english language" -usa -american

	Combination searches
	· efl OR esl +quizzes +online

· dictionaries OR encyclopedias +online +free 


Compare the numbers of page results that you get with these searches:

	
	Number of page results returned

	1.
	english
	

	2.
	english -usa -american
	

	3.
	english +british -usa -american
	

	4.
	efl OR esl +quizzes 
	

	5.
	efl OR esl +"online quizzes"
	


Try these searches

You want to find the following information from search results (no need to open up any pages). Write your parameters first, then enter them in Google:

	
	
	Search Parameters
	Results

	1.
	Pages with EFL activities in 

them, but not for adults.


	e.g. "efl activities" -adults
	

	2.
	What's a Concordancer?


	"a concordancer is"


	

	3.
	Pages with articles about 

the internet for ELT.


	
	

	4.
	Flash quizzes for EFL or

ESL learners.


	
	

	5.
	What's the capital of Romania?


	
	

	6.
	Who's the ruler of Dubai?


	
	

	7.
	The meaning of onomatopoeia.


	
	

	8.
	How many people live in 

the UK?


	
	


You can compose search results quizzes like the above for your own students to do. e.g. get students to write the beginning of the answer to questions (correct structure needed).

1. What's glass made of? (Students enter: "Glass is made of")

2. Where/When was George Bush born? ("George Bush was born in").

3. What is a phrasal verb/preposition/adjective/noun?
4. Etc, etc.
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No. of pages returned  containing your key word(s) 





Enter your key word(s) here
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No. of pages returned containing your key word(s) 
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Notice the "…."





Upper case not necessary: it's just habit!





Page results wiith one or both words in will be returned.





Restricted to the exact phrase.
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