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7 LITERARY TROPICALIZATIONS OF THE BARRIO

Ernesto Quinionez’s Bodega Dreams and Ed Vega’s
Mendoza’s Dreams

ANTONIA DOMINGUEZ MIGUELA

rom the first stages of Puerto Rican migration to the United States,

the urban barrios, especially East Harlem in New York, represented

the new existential space for the Puerto Rican diaspora. Early writ-
ings by and about Puerto Ricans in New York, like Jesds Coldon’s A
Puerto Rican in New York and Bernardo Vega’s Memorias de Bernardo
Vega, already described the barrios as a space constantly transformed by
the arrival of a growing number of Puerto Ricans.” The massive migra-
tion in the fifties established “the barrio” as the predominant space of
arrival for Puerto Ricans. It was also in the forties and fifties when con-
ditions in the barrio helped to develop a negative vision of this new eth-
nic ghetto. Island authors were aware of the situation and destiny of
thousands of Puerto Rican migrants, as evidenced by the publication of
works dealing with Puerto Rican lives in the northern barrios: Guillermo
Cotto-Thorner’s Trépico en Manbaitan; René Marqués’s La carreta,
Pedro Juan Soto’s Ardiente suelo, fria estacién and Spiks.”

During the sixties and seventies, a group of Puerto Rican activists,
poets, and playwrights living in the barrio began to describe that Puerto
Rican experience from inside and from a critical perspective. They
developed what would be called a Nuyorican aesthetics and literature
deeply concerned with the community’s living conditions and its daily
fight for survival, With the Young Lords, a community-oriented organi-
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images and signifieds from a Latin American culture. The linguistic pun and the intrusion
of objects and images alien to the American landscape allow the creation of a defamil-
{arized world within the barrio and the urban space, which are therefore transformed and
permeated by Puerto Rican rhythms, traces, and values. See his Tropicalization (New
York: Reed, Cannon and Johnson, 1976).

25. Frances Aparicio and Susana Chavez-Silverman, introduction to Aparicio and
Chavez-Silverman, Tropicalizations, 8.

26. Quifonez, Bodega Dreams, 31,
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28. Thid., 36.
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30. Quiionez, Mendoza’s Dreants, 148.

31. Ibid,, 117,

32. Ibid,, 124.

33. Frances Aparicio, “On Subversive Signifiers: U.S. Latina/o Writers Tropicalize
English,” Asmerican Literature 66 (Dec. 1994): 797.

34. Ed Vega, Mendoza’s Dreams, 76.

35. Ibid., r75.

36. Ibid., 144.

37. Quiiionez, Bodega Dreams, 211.

38. Ibid., 212,
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