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PROGRAMME 
1. DESCRIPTION 
Historical introduction to the critical and analytical approaches to literature in 
English. 

2. OBJETIVES  
This subject means a historical approach to the foundations of literary theory 
and criticism in the English-speaking countries from the Middle Ages to the 
beginning of the Twentieth century.  It deals with the most important texts in 
this field, covering reflections about literary products in the British Isles and 
the United States.  Issues like the reception of the classics, the aesthetic 
judgement of texts, theories about poetic creation and the academic tendency 
of literary criticism will be analysed in the course.      
 
3. PREREQUISITES  
There are no official pre-requisites for this subject.  However, it is highly 
recommended that students have an advanced level of English for the 
readings, class participation and written exam.   

4. CONTENTS  
Unit 1:  

Literature, literary theory and literary criticism: concepts and 
definitions 

Unit 2:  
Poetics and rhetoric: the reception of the classics in the English Middle 

Ages and the Renaissance 
Unit 3:  

The Neoclassical period and the birth of criticism 
Unit 4:  

Romanticism and transcendentalism: major theories on literary creation 
Unit 5:  

The Victorian period and after: the philologist, the literary critic and the 
University professor 

Unit 6:  
Conclusions 
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5. METHODOLOGY 
Lessons combine theoretical explanation with practical sessions for the 
analysis of specific texts and visual documents.  Theoretical sessions will be 
based on the presentation of concepts, terms, techniques and textual 
examples and they are basically introductory lessons for the units in the 
programme.  The basic ideas presented in class will be approached in practical 
sessions, in which commentary techniques will be developed in an attempt to 
illustrate the critical frameworks studied in class.     
 
Sessions about practical assignments (bibliography and glossary) will cover 
formal and technical aspects related to their completion as well as an 
introduction to the specific resources for the subject (internet, University 
library, etc). 
 
Group tutorials will be devoted to control and evaluate the student’s 
development and learning in the subject.  Extra activities may be devised in 
order to help students in their learning process.    
 
Attendance and active participation are strongly recommended, given the 
optional nature of this subject.  Students will have a detailed syllabus that will 
help them identify the units and activities to be covered each day of class. 
 
   
6. ASESSMENT.  
It is divided into three sections: 

a) Attendance and participation: 30% 
Regular attendance and active participation in the lessons will be 
controlled by means of a signature sheet and specific sheets about the 
contents of the readings.   

b) Tasks and assignments: 35% 
o Students will do at least one presentation about one text in the 
programme.  Effective communication of the contents and correct 
expression in English will be considered.  10% 



 
o Students will complete a glossary of terms related to the contents of 
the subject.  It will be submitted in paper format before the written 
exam.  Incidence on terms covered in class will be considered. 10% 
 
o Students will complete a bibliography about a topic assigned by the 
teacher.  The relevance of the selected references as well as a short 
explanation will be considered for this task. 10% 
 
o Students will attend and complete the required activities of the 
different workshops offered along the semester for his/her degree and 
year.  5% 

c) Final exam: 35% 
It will consist of two parts: glossary and short questions, and an essay 
about one of the issues discussed in class.  In the essay part, special 
attention will be paid to student’s handling and interconnection of the 
various texts analysed in class.   
 

 
 
September and December: Students’ mark will be obtained from a written 
exam (with the same parts and contents as the June exam).  100% 
 


