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SYLLABUS 

 
1. DESCRIPTION: 

This course deals with the structure of the English language focusing on morphology, 
syntax and semantics. 

 
2. OBJECTIVES 

 
To approach the English language from the structural point of view, so that the 
students can achieve a thorough understanding of how this language works and why. 
 
To be able to understand and explain the nature of grammaticality / ungrammaticality 
in English. 
 

 
3. TEACHING METHODOLOGY 

 
In-class activities 

 
a) Classes will be held in English. Theory and practice are closely interrelated in every 
session. There will be individual, pair and group activities. Some sessions will be 
devoted to solving questions concerning the personal project and to learning how to 
use all the  available  resources  for  the  study of  English  grammar.  Students are 
expected to take active part in the classroom. 
 
b) Essays: The students will have to submit two essays. The teachers will point to the 
grammatical mistakes found in them without giving the corrections. The students will 
have a second chance to rewrite them and improve them. 
 
c) Morphology and syntax activities: There will be two set of activities on morphology 
and syntax that the students will have to submit. 
 
d) Personal Project Quiz. 
 

 
 



 
 
Off-class activities:  
 
a) Independent study: 

The students will have to devote a few hours every week to the study 
of the contents and to the homework assigned. 

b) Personal project: 
The students will have to work on their own or in groups on a personal 
project.  The teachers will be available for any help  required.  This 
project consists in the independent study of the use of determiners 
and quantifiers; on the expression of possession; on the prepositions 
of place and time. 

 
 
4. CONTENTS 

 
 

UNIT 1. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY OF GRAMMAR FOR THE TEACHER 
OF ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN/SECOND LANGUAGE. 

 

UNIT 2. SYNTAX 
1. Introduction: parts of speech and phrases. 
2. The verb. 
3. Verb types. 
4. Tense and aspect. 
5. Mood. 
6. Syntactic patterns in the verb phrase. 
7. Nominal subordination. 
8. Finite clauses. 
9. Non-finite clauses. 
10. Adjectival subordination. 
11. Adverbial subordination. 

 

UNIT 3. MORPHOLOGY. 
1. Introduction: morphemes and allomorphs. 
2. Inflection and derivation. 
3. Word formation processes. 
4. Compounding. 
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6. ASSESSMENT 

 
JUNE:  
      
      OPTION A: 

 
(a) Morphology and syntax activities (40%) 

(b) Essays (20%) 

(c) Quiz on the personal project (35%) 

(d) In-class performance (5%) 

If the student gets an average grade of more than 55%, he/she will not have to take the 

final exam. Attendance and class performance will be recorded for students who opt for 

this evaluation method. 

 

OPTION B: Final exam (100%). 

 

SEPTEMBER: Exam (100%) 
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