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PRÓLOGO

Esta obra es pionera en su género. Es el primer material didáctico que aúna el área de 
Conocimiento del Medio con el de Lengua Extranjera con el fin de promover experiencias reales 
y significativas para el alumnado mediante salidas externas del Centro escolar. Se conjugan 
componentes esenciales para la educación de los alumnos, como son la educación en valores 
con el respeto al medio ambiente, y la educación plurilingüe con el uso significativo del lenguaje. 
Esta obra, por tanto, aboga por la innovación educativa a varios niveles encadenados. Primero, 
en la Universidad, los alumnos de Magisterio, futuros maestros, reciben formación sobre la 
educación plurilingüe y generan materiales reales aplicados a otras áreas. Segundo, en la 
Educación Primaria, los maestros reciben este material innovador que rompe con el ritmo diario 
del aula, dirigiendo la experiencia de enseñanza y aprendizaje hacia la realización de actividades 
que fomentan el respeto y uso real de la información.

El germen de esta obra procede de la idea del profesor Santiago Aguaded Landero de realizar 
una visita al parque natural Marismas del Odiel (Huelva) cada año en el marco de su docencia 
de la asignatura Conocimiento del Medio Natural y Social, para alumnos de tercer curso de 
Magisterio, especialidad/itinerario en Lengua Extranjera. Tras varios años de experiencia decide 
coordinar un Proyecto de Innovación Docente, y en una parte de éste, también intervienen los 
alumnos de segundo curso de dicha titulación, en el marco de la asignatura Didáctica del Idioma 
I (Inglés), cuyo profesor es Fernando D. Rubio Alcalá. Los alumnos, así, reciben formación sobre 
la educación plurilingüe y el currículum, diseñando unidades didácticas que conjugan las áreas 
de Conocimiento del Medio y Lengua Extranjera, con el fin de que dichas unidades puedan ser 
impartidas por maestros en sus aulas, para alumnos de 5º ó 6º de E. Primaria.

El proceso fue ágil y motivador desde el principio de la asignatura Didáctica del idioma I 
(Inglés). Los alumnos conocieron primeramente el Plan de Fomento de Plurilingüismo que 
impulsa la Junta de Andalucía, reconociendo la importancia que la educación plurilingüe supone 
para la comunidad educativa. En esta fase los alumnos también aprendieron las características 
metodológicas del Método Basado en Tareas y del Método Basado en Contenidos, también 
denominado AICLE (Aprendizaje Integrado de Contenidos en Lengua Extranjera). Sin haber 
recibido formación alguna del proceso curricular ni creación de materiales, los alumnos diseñaron 
por grupos unidades didácticas, que simplemente consistían en la enumeración de actividades 
en lengua extranjera para antes, durante y después de una visita al parque natural Marismas 
del Odiel. En una segunda fase, dos meses después, tras recibir formación sobre el currículo, 
los alumnos retomaron esas actividades y diseñaron por grupos una unidad didáctica conforme 
dicta la normativa.

En todo momento se recalcó la importancia de generar un material real y se observó la 
posibilidad de una futura publicación del mismo. Quizá ello aumentó todavía más la motivación 
de los alumnos y la rigurosidad en su trabajo. La opción fue publicar solamente las unidades 
didácticas que cumplieran los requisitos de estructura, contenido, diseño y originalidad. La 
sorpresa fue encontrar que todos los grupos realizaron un trabajo extraordinario y se aceptaron 
todas las unidades, con modificaciones mínimas. Puede ser que parte del éxito se debió a la 
continua supervisión de las mismas, ya que la asignatura estaba basada en el proceso diario 
de trabajo y centrada en el alumno. Así, los alumnos fueron modificando y puliendo la versión 
final de su trabajo. A partir de ahí también aumentó la motivación por publicar las unidades 
didácticas, como premio al trabajo de los alumnos. Con ello, además residió la responsabilidad 
por parte de la Universidad en su misión de innovar en la educación y trabajar en conjunto con 
otros niveles educativos, facilitando materiales y nuevas ideas para la docencia.

La educación plurilingüe es hoy día un hecho consumado en muchas aulas de Educación 
Primaria y Secundaria. En parte, esta iniciativa político-educativa se debe al deficiente nivel que 
se posee en los idiomas extranjeros. Por añadir un ejemplo, el número de hablantes de inglés 
como lengua extranjera en España, que son capaces de mantener una conversación cotidiana o 
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normal, es de un 20%, según la Comisión Europea (Eurobarómetro 2006). Con esta publicación 
se pretende colaborar con el Plan de Fomento de Plurilingüismo, aumentando el número de 
recursos disponible para maestros.

Todas las actividades que componen las unidades didácticas han sido diseñadas por los 
alumnos.  Aunque han sido supervisadas, y en algunos casos se han modificado, permanecen 
las propuestas originales de los alumnos, y por ello es posible que algunas actividades necesiten 
adaptarse al nivel contextual. Es normal pues los alumnos no tienen experiencia docente, y su 
idea de aula puede resultar a veces idílica. No obstante, creemos que la mayoría de actividades 
propuestas pueden ser implementadas en 5º o 6º de Primaria, o incluso en el primer ciclo de la 
ESO.

Este material no es comercial, ni se han obtenido beneficios lucrativos. Se han indicado las 
fuentes de las imágenes que aparecen, y se ha evitado el uso de material protegido por copyright. 
Pedimos disculpas si hubiera alguna fuente no reconocida.
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LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL: INTRODUCCIÓN

Las marismas de Odiel forman parte de los ecosistemas litorales onubenses. El litoral se puede 
definir como el espacio donde confluyen mares y continentes. Los ecosistemas que contiene 
son numerosos y presentan características muy contrastadas en función de su carácter más 
o menos marino o terrestre. En los diferentes ecosistemas del litoral se dan cita, por tanto, 
especies típicamente marinas, estuarinas, dulceacuícolas y terrestres. Para entender la enorme 
importancia de estos sistemas baste mencionar que, a escala mundial, el 90 % de las especies 
marinas viven en la región costera, que sólo supone aproximadamente un 10 % de la superficie 
de los océanos.

Especialmente en la costa de Huelva se producen varias características especiales que hacen 
que se formen ecosistemas muy peculiares. Una de ellas es el aporte de agua dulce de varios 
que forman un estuario. Un estuario es un cuerpo de agua parcialmente encerrado que se forma 
cuando las aguas dulces provenientes de ríos fluyen hacia el océano y se mezclan con el agua 
salada del mar. Los estuarios y las áreas circundantes son áreas de transición de tierra a mar y de 
agua dulce a salada. Aunque influenciados por las mareas, los estuarios están protegidos de las 
olas, vientos y tormentas marítimas por los arrecifes, islas que actúan como barreras o franjas de 
terreno, lodo o arena que definen la frontera del estuario. 

La región litoral se caracteriza por su elevado dinamismo geomorfológico y ecológico, 
pero también presenta también una gran fragilidad en cuanto a los procesos que rigen su 
funcionamiento natural. No obstante, se trata de un espacio que desde siempre ha ejercido una 
fuerte atracción para el ser humano (uso urbano, turístico, pesquero, marisquero, industrial, 
salinero, agrícola, ganadero, forestal, acuicultura...), por lo que suele haber sufrido importantes 
impactos derivados de la actividad humana, siendo uno de los grandes sistemas del planeta más 
extensa y severamente alterados por la mano del hombre.

La deriva litoral es la responsable del crecimiento de las flechas litorales (El Rompido, 
Punta Umbría y Doñana) que condicionan en buena medida la fisonomía de esta parte de la 
costa atlántica ibérica. El continuo aporte de sedimentos origina el progresivo crecimiento 
vertical y longitudinal de estas flechas, siempre hacia el Este y en la margen derecha de las 
desembocaduras de los ríos (Piedras, Odiel y Guadalquivir), formándose playas, dunas, 
matorrales y bosquetes litorales; al tiempo que se generan a su abrigo zonas de aguas calmas 
donde se dan las condiciones apropiadas para el desarrollo de estuarios y marismas, que con 
el tiempo se irán colmatando e independizándose cada vez más de la incidencia mareal, hasta 
convertirse finalmente en bosques litorales, previo paso por diferentes estadios intermedios 
(humedal, matorral). En la desembocadura del Guadiana-Carreras, como consecuencia del 
diferente ángulo con que incide la corriente de deriva litoral sobre el continente, aparecen islas 
barrera (Isla Canela, Isla de San Bruno), con idéntica importancia que las flechas en los procesos 
de formación de ecosistemas litorales. Las arenas para la formación de estas flechas litorales e 
islas barrera procede en su mayor parte de los ríos de la zona, fundamentalmente el Guadiana, 
con una fuerte componente estacional en los aportes del Odiel y Tinto, y muy escaso aporte 
del río Piedras debido a encontrarse éste fuertemente controlado por las obras hidráulicas. 
La incidencia del Guadalquivir en este aspecto se considera poco importante debido a que la 
corriente de deriva empuja sus sedimentos en dirección al Estrecho de Gibraltar.

En el ámbito geográfico que nos ocupa podemos encontrar diversos ecosistemas litorales: 
bosque litoral, matorral, lagunas, dunas, lagunas costeras, estuarios, marismas, playas y 
praderas de fanerógamas marinas. Estos ecosistemas son críticos para la supervivencia de 
muchas especies. Miles de pájaros, mamíferos, peces y otros tipos de vida silvestre dependen 
de estos hábitats para vivir, alimentarse y reproducirse. Los estuarios y ecosistemas asociados 
proveen puntos ideales para que los pájaros migratorios descansen y se reabastezcan durante 
sus jornadas. 
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Entre los beneficios culturales de los estuarios se encuentran las actividades lúdicas 
(recreación), conocimiento científico, educación y valor estético. Navegación, pesca, natación 
y observación de pájaros son algunas de las numerosas actividades recreativas de la cual los 
ciudadanos pueden disfrutar en los estuarios. Como zonas de transición entre agua y tierra, los 
estuarios son laboratorios valiosísimos para científicos y estudiantes, proveyendo innumerables 
lecciones de biología, geología, química, física, historia y otros aspectos sociales. Finalmente 
se deben considerar también los beneficios económicos de los estuarios. Las aguas costeras 
de los estuarios sostienen infraestructuras públicas, que sirven de puertos y muelles para la 
transportación y embarques. Se han hecho algunos intentos para medir ciertos aspectos de la 
actividad económica que depende de los estuarios de América y otras aguas costeras:

• Los estuarios proveen hábitat para más del 75% de los peces comerciales en  América y 
Europa y 80-90% de los de pesca recreativa. 

• Es importante el número de empleos relacionados con la pesca, navegación, turismo y otras 
industrias costeras. Sólo los puertos comerciales emplean más de 50.000 personas con 
datos de 1977. 

• El español medio disfruta de un promedio de 10 días al año en las costas. La recreación 
costera y el turismo generan un volumen de negocio importantísimo para la economía de 
Andalucía y España en general. 

En resumen, los estuarios proveen una variedad de recursos, beneficios y servicios. La economía 
de muchas áreas costeras está basada principalmente en la belleza natural de los estuarios. 
Cuando estos recursos se ponen en peligro,  también lo está la subsistencia de las personas que 
viven y trabajan allí. Además podemos decir que el crecimiento de la población se concentra en 
las zonas costeras. Desdichadamente, este crecimiento poblacional está perturbando el balance 
natural de los ecosistemas costeros y amenazando su integridad. Los canales han sido drenados, 
los humedales rellenados, el agua contaminada, las costas reconstruidas para acomodar 
viviendas, transportación y necesidades agrícolas. Los disturbios causados por el sobre uso 
de los recursos y malas prácticas con el terreno ha resultado en aguas poco potables, cierre 
de playas, brote de algas dañinas (mareas rojas), pesca poco productiva, pérdida de hábitats, 
mortandad de peces y vida silvestre y otra variedad de problemas, tanto a la salud humana como 
a los recursos naturales.
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LAS MARISMAS

Las marismas onubenses se desarrollan en zonas abrigadas de la costa, protegidas de la 
incidencia del oleaje por la presencia de flechas o barreras litorales, pero sometidas a la 
inundación periódica como consecuencia de la marea. El material fino aportado por los ríos se 
sedimenta fácilmente en estas aguas remansadas, donde se mezclan el agua salada oceánica y el 
agua dulce fluvial (estuario), lo que genera unas condiciones que favorecen la sedimentación y 
precipitación de los elementos arrastrados por el río. De esta forma el sedimento va acumulándose 
y consolidándose con la ayuda de algas microscópicas y bacterias que colonizan estos fangos 
de forma pionera, hasta que queda expuesto durante la suficiente cantidad de tiempo durante 
las bajamares como para permitir la colonización por parte de la vegetación macroscópica 
vascular. La presencia de esta vegetación implantada acelera, a su vez, los procesos de acreción 
y compactación del sedimento, de forma que éste estará cada vez menos tiempo sometido a 
inmersión por el efecto de la marea y, finalmente, sólo se inundará durante las grandes mareas 
vivas equinocciales y/o periodos de intensas precipitaciones. Durante todo este proceso, que 
puede ser muy rápido, van cambiando diferentes factores abióticos controlados por el grado 
de incidencia mareal (principalmente salinidad y oxigenación del sedimento), que afectan a la 
distribución y abundancia de las diferentes especies que habitan las marismas. De forma que 
pequeñas diferencias en el nivel topográfico del sedimento van acompañadas de importantes 
cambios en la matriz ambiental y en la composición de la flora y la fauna intersticial, apareciendo 
muchas especies confinadas a determinadas franjas delimitadas por la duración de los periodos 
de inundación.

Se puede definir a las marismas como “amplias extensiones de tierras litorales bajas que sufren 
frecuentes inundaciones del agua del mar”. Estos ecosistemas están entre las zonas naturales 
más fértiles y de mayor producción primaria neta del mundo (800 a 2000 g de C por m2 y 
año). En ellos encontramos una amplia variedad de formas de vida, desde plancton microscópico 
hasta grandes árboles como en los manglares tropicales. Son características de estos organismos 
las adaptaciones para adaptarse al ciclo mareal.

Una característica esencial de las marismas mareales es la presencia de una intrincada red de 
drenaje superficial por la que circula el agua. Esta compleja red de caños, canales y esteros juega 
un papel clave en la redistribución de los nutrientes, la materia orgánica y el sedimento fino 
por la marisma, siendo responsable de los elevados valores de producción primaria neta que se 
registran en estos ecosistemas, entre los más productivos del mundo, y ello a pesar de factores 
ambientales tan adversos como anoxia y salinidad del sustrato; por lo que las marismas son muy 
sensibles frente a cualquier alteración en drenaje.

Las marismas mareales son ecosistemas con una elevada cobertura vegetal, de escasa 
diversidad, dominada por pocos géneros de distribución cosmopolita (Salicornia, Sarcocornia, 
Limonium, Spartina...), que soportan comunidades faunísticas de elevada diversidad 
(fundamentalmente crustáceos, anfípodos, poliquetos, peces y aves), con poblaciones muy 
importantes y de gran producción. Los animales, apoyándose en la elevada productividad de 
estos ecosistemas y el cobijo que aporta la compleja malla de estructuras aéreas, utilizan las 
marismas como zonas de alimentación, cría, campeo, refugio, etc. Todo ello convierte a las 
marismas mareales en importantes reservas de biodiversidad, pero también en un elemento 
esencial para el mantenimiento de las poblaciones de numerosas especies de gran importancia 
como recursos pesqueros.

En las marismas más maduras (independizadas por completo de la incidencia mareal y 
dependientes de las precipitaciones atmosféricas para su encharcamiento), como ocurre 
actualmente en gran parte de las marismas de Doñana, la red de drenaje no presenta la 
funcionalidad de las marismas mareales, estando desdibujada por la colmatación y colonización 
vegetal. Como consecuencia de ello estas marismas se ven privadas de subsidio energético 
derivado de la inundación periódica de origen fluviomarino, por lo que son zonas de escasa 
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producción tanto vegetal como animal, presentando el problema adicional de la elevada salinidad 
del suelo. En la vegetación que caracteriza estos sistemas, de menor cobertura que la marisma 
mareal, son más frecuentes los matorrales tolerantes a la salinidad que las herbáceas (dominantes 
en las marismas mareales, sobre todo en los niveles topográficos inferiores de éstas). Estas 
marismas continentalizadas, al no recibir el subsidio energético de las mareas, presentan niveles 
de producción primaria muy inferiores a los que exhiben las marismas mareales, soportando 
comunidades faunísticas considerablemente menos diversas y abundantes.  

Las marismas han sido percibidas tradicionalmente como lugares insalubres, fuente de 
enfermedades y males olores, y baldíos; de ello se ha derivado una fuerte presión negativa 
por parte del hombre, habiendo sido drenadas y/o desecadas para su transformación en 
explotaciones agrícolas (ej: Doñana), polígonos industriales (ej: marismas del Odiel y del Tinto), 
vertederos (ej: marismas del Tinto); otras han sido objeto de drásticas alteraciones en la red de 
drenaje para su transformación en explotaciones salineras (ej: marismas del Odiel) o acuicultura 
(ej: marismas del Piedras). La contaminación química también es un problema presente en las 
marismas mareales onubenses; por un lado se encuentra la severa contaminación por metales 
pesados presente en las marismas del Odiel y Tinto, pero también deben estar ocurriendo en la 
actualidad importantes episodios de contaminación por pesticidas y abonos químicos de forma 
generalizada, derivados del intenso uso de los mismos en las extensas explotaciones de agricultura 
intensiva (fundamentalmente naranjas y fresas) en la cuenca de las marismas onubenses, y muy 
especialmente en las de los ríos Piedras, Odiel y Tinto. Aunque no está demostrado que esta 
contaminación afecte de forma significativa a la productividad del ecosistema, no cabe duda de 
que los contaminantes se introducen en todos los organismos, viajando por las redes tróficas 
costeras, y  provocando alteraciones más o menos severas en la fisiología de los organismos, 
dependiendo de la sensibilidad de la especie, y la calidad y cantidad de sustancia acumulada; 
presentando por lo general mayores niveles de contaminación las especies más longevas y las 
situadas en los niveles tróficos superiores.
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LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL

El Paraje Natural Marismas del Odiel se localiza al sur de la provincia de Huelva, en la 
desembocadura de los ríos Tinto y Odiel, dentro de los términos municipales de Huelva, Gibraleón, 
Aljaraque y Punta Umbría. Tiene una extensión total de 7.000 hectáreas. Este ecosistema se 
caracteriza por una alta diversidad biológica y más concretamente porque sirve de descanso 
para numerosas aves migratorias que viajan desde el continente europeo y africano. Por tratarse 
de marismas jóvenes de estuario con distintos estadios evolutivos, incluyen  muy diversos 
ecosistemas litorales en proceso de formación como marismas mareales o ecosistemas arenales 
costeros. Por ello la biocenosis de estos ecosistemas tiene una clara influencia/dependencia 
del régimen de oscilación del mar. Esto unido a unas características especiales del medio físico 
(mareas, salinidad, microtopografía, etc.), confieren al paraje una enorme riqueza y variedad 
de hábitats y biotopos, lo que lo hacen ideal para la conservación, educación y el ecoturismo. 
La importancia de los humedales litorales radica en su papel esencial en la conservación 
global y el uso sostenible de la biodiversidad, con importantes funciones (regulación de la fase 
continental del ciclo hidrológico, recarga de acuíferos, estabilización del clima local), valores 
(recursos biológicos, pesquerías, suministro de agua) y atributos (refugio de diversidad biológica, 
patrimonio cultural, usos tradicionales). 

Su declaración como espacio protegido se produce en 1984. En su interior se localizan las 
Reservas Naturales Isla de Enmedio, con 480 hectáreas y Marismas del Burro, con 597 hectáreas, 
que destacan por el buen estado de conservación de sus ecosistemas y por la presencia de 
importantes colonias de garzas y de espátulas. Además la UNESCO ha declarado estos dos 
parajes como Reserva de la Biosfera. 

Características Físicas

Climatología 

El clima de la zona es de tipo mediterráneo, dulcificado por el efecto temperante del océano. 
Las temperaturas suaves, el alto grado de insolación y una precipitación media de 520 mm. 
anuales dan lugar a una gran productividad vegetal que se mantiene prácticamente durante 
todo el año. 

Características hidrológicas e hidrográficas 

Las marismas del Odiel presentan una tupida red de drenaje, con suelos de escaso desarrollo 
y abundancia de sedimentos (fangos y arenas) alternantes en relación a distintos regímenes de 
deposición. Las aguas freáticas son muy salinas y la vegetación es típicamente halófila, sufriendo 
encharcamientos diarios y estacionales, siendo en gran parte cubiertas por el agua cada 
pleamar. Las marismas mareales presentan caños y estros profundos, aguas saladas y ausencia 
de estacionalidad en el régimen de encharcamientos, lo que determina la presencia continua de 
aves marinas (gaviotas, charranes, etc.), zancudas y limícolas, con menor protagonismo de las 
anátidas. 

Geomorfología 

El alto dinamismo de la costa de Huelva a lo largo del Cuaternario nos permite detectar 
marismas en distinto estadio evolutivo. Así, encontramos un amplio gradiente desde las 
seniles marismas del Guadalquivir, hasta fangos de reciente deposición con incipiente carácter 
marismeño. Las primeras integradas en el Parque Nacional de Doñana, constituyen un estadio 
terminal con escasa influencia mareal. El resto de las marismas, entre las que destacan las del 
Odiel, pertenecen al grupo de las denominadas “marismas mareales”, con una clara influencia y 
dependencia del régimen de oscilación del mar.
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Usos del suelo

Uno de los principales aprovechamientos de la marisma es la explotación de las salinas 
extensivas a cargo de Industrias Aragonesas, que ha transformado un total superior a 1.000 
hectáreas de marisma. Un segundo tipo de aprovechamiento es el forestal, uso que por un lado 
se encuentra perfectamente integrado en el funcionamiento del sistema de El Paraje (labores 
tradicionales en masas boscosas naturales de explotación de la madera, de la piña, de la miel, 
etc.), y que por otro lado se enfrenta con los objetivos de conservación al existir amplias zonas 
de eucaliptal con el consiguiente empobrecimiento de las comunidades naturales. Los usos agro-
ganaderos tienen una escasa importancia dentro de los límites del Paraje Natural, utilizándose 
para las labores agrícolas generalmente pequeñas parcelas en las que los cultivos se orientan, 
principalmente, al mantenimiento del ganado.

 La actividad pesquera y marisquera desarrollada en el estuario supone, también, un uso 
tradicional en la zona aun cuando en la actualidad produce una considerable presión debido a la 
presencia de un gran número de pescadores que actúan de forma incontrolado.

Fauna

La avifauna es un elemento importante dentro de las marismas, no sólo por el número de 
especies que presentan, sino además por los núcleos reproductores de algunas de ellas. Las 
colonias de nidificantes más importantes son la de espátula (Platalea leucorodia), que sólo nidifica 
en la Isla de Enmedio y Doñana, en España, y en algunos estratégicos enclaves holandeses; la de 
garza real (Ardea cinerea), garza imperial (Ardea purpurea), garceta común (Egretta garzetta), 
cigüeñuela (Himantopus himantopus), chorlitejo patinegro (Charadrius alexandrinus), ánade 
real (Anas platyrhynchos), aguilucho lagunero (Circus aeroginosus) y curruca cabecinegra (Sylvia 
melanocephala). 

Por otro lado, un gran número de especies utilizan los esteros y canales de la zona como lugar 
de refugio y alimentación durante la época invernal. Las gaviotas constituyen el grupo más 
representativo (Larus fuscus, Larus ridibundus, Larus argentatus), aunque también es posible 
observar la presencia de grandes limícolas (Himantopus himantopus, Recurvirostra avosetta) y 
anátidas (Anas penelope, Anas clypeata, Anas platyrhinchos y Aythya ferina).

 Las marismas del Odiel son también consideradas por muchos como un lugar importante de 
escala en las vías migratorias de algunos limícolas, entre los que destaca Calidris alpina, Calidris 
canutus, Charadrius dubius, Limosa limosa, Limosa lapponica y Tringa totanus. 

Dentro de la fauna, las aves constituyen el grupo más representativo y adaptado a la explotación 
de los diversos recursos ofrecidos por las marismas. Al contrario que en otros medios, es fuera 
de la estación de cría cuando las marismas son utilizadas por un mayor número de especies y de 
individuos que aprovechan la alta productividad del estuario. 

Se han contabilizado unas 200 especies de aves, entre las que destaca el grupo de los 
emigrantes e invernantes, que, procedentes de toda Europa, utilizan diferencialmente el 
estuario en períodos discretos de tiempo, los limícolas, que son los que presentan un mayor 
número de especies, siendo las gaviotas las más abundantes en cuanto al número de individuos. 
Otros grupos de presencia destacada son las anátidas (patos, somormujos, etc.) y las zancudas 
(garzas, espátulas, flamencos, etc.). Al carácter de la zona como de paso obligado, por su peculiar 
disposición geográfica, para millares de aves en su ruta migratoria, se une la importancia como 
zona de cría para numerosas especies, entre las que destacan espátulas y garzas, así como su 
carácter de zona húmeda complementaria del Parque Nacional de Doñana.

Las comunidades de aves de las marismas del Odiel poseen un interés de conservación 
excepcional en el ámbito nacional e internacional, tanto por el tamaño de sus poblaciones 
como por la diversidad de especies y la escasez de alguna de ellas; teniendo en cuenta que se 
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han contabilizado 200 especies de aves, apareciendo en cualquier época del año un mínimo 
de 10.000 individuos, que se llegan a contar más de 30.000 ejemplares en algunos censos de 
otoño e invierno, que existen colonias de cría de especies tan raras como la espátula (Platalea 
leucorodia), con más de 300 parejas, y que es de presencia constante el águila pescadora 
(Pandion haliaetus), se justifica perfectamente la anterior calificación. 

De entre las especies de aves acuáticas reseñadas en la “Lista Europea de Aves Amenazadas”, 
cabe destacar la presencia en el Odiel da la cigüeña negra (Ciconia nigra), el calamón (Porphyrio 
porphyrio), la canastera (Glareola pratincola), la pagaza piconegra (Gelochelidon nilotica), la 
gaviota picofina (Larus genei) y gaviota de audouin (Larus audouinii) como ocasionales, y de la 
cigüeña común (Ciconia ciconia), con 13 parejas nidificantes; de la espátula (Platalea leucorodia), 
con más de 300 parejas nidificantes, lo que supone el 30 por 100 de la población europea, y del 
flamenco (Phoenicopterus ruber), de presencia constante en el Odiel, con censos cercanos a los 
2.000 individuos, como especies nidificantes más importantes.

- Vegetación: flora

Las marismas del Odiel pertenecen al grupo de “marismas mareales”, presentando una gran 
variedad de biotopos con características geomorfológicas específicas sobre las que se desarrolla 
una variedad biocenosis. Podemos distinguir: 

- Marisma Baja: 

Posee un alto nivel de inundación y es característica la presencia de Spartina maritima,  
Salicornis ramossisima, y  Zostera.

- Marisma Media: 

También posee un respetable nivel de inundación y se encuentra caracterizada por la presencia 
de Sarcocornia perennis y Halimione portulacoides. 

- Marisma Alta: 

Se trata de una zona consolidada que sólo se inunda durante las mareas de alto coeficiente; 
las comunidades vegetales que aparecen en esta área están compuestas por Spartina densiflora, 
Arthrocnemum macrostachyum, Inula crithmoides y Artemisia terulescens. 

- Marisma Interior: 

En esta zona el área marismeña se asocia con formaciones periféricas que suponen la presencia 
de aportes hídricos dulces, por lo que la vegetación se transforma y es común la existencia de 
Tamarix africana, Phragmites autralis, Typha latifolia, Juncus maritimus y Juncus acutus. 

- Ganchos o Bandas Arenosas (SPIT): 

Se trata de spits arenosos originados por deriva litoral; en estas zonas es característica la 
presencia de Pinus pinea y Juniperus phoenica.
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EL CONOCIMIENTO DEL MEDIO Y SALIDAS ESCOLARES

El trabajo práctico, en el que incluimos las actividades de campo (field trip) realizadas durante 
las salidas escolares, es característico de la enseñanza de las ciencias, desde la enseñanza 
primaria hasta la enseñanza superior. Hay cierto consenso sobre el supuesto de que la experiencia 
práctica en todos los niveles educativos es indispensable para que se produzca aprendizaje. Sin 
embargo, su eficacia ha sido puesta en cuestión por algunos autores (Woolnough y Allsop, 1985) 
criticándose la reiteración de los planteamientos metodológicos o su carácter demostrativo más 
que investigador. Nos atrevemos a afirmar que la falta de globalización, la carencia de un enfoque 
ciencia-técnica y cultura hacen que muchas de estas actividades carezcan de sentido para los 
estudiantes, impidiendo que el alumno desarrolle sus capacidades investigativas, creativas y no 
aprenda conceptos ni procedimientos científicos relacionados con ellas.

Es por ello que en esta acción educativa no sólo nos adentramos en el diseño de actividades 
prácticas en relación con el medio ambiente y con las ciencias experimentales sino que tratamos 
de englobarla en un marco mucho más globalizador relacionados con la literatura y el arte. Novo 
(2002), en un libro paradigmático, ahonda en que nuestro conocimiento no es sencillamente 
reproductor sino creativo. Conciliar ciencia, arte y literatura supone dar un sentido moral a la 
construcción de conocimiento puesto que la razón sola es incapaz de dar cuenta de la complejidad 
del mundo. Cachapuz (2007), aun admitiendo que estas relaciones son complejas y los estudios 
escasos, aboga por un pensamiento complejo en el que haya que recomponer el “todo” por las 
partes, basándose en las premisas de Edgar Morin. Efectivamente la ciencia comparte con el arte 
y la literatura una parte creativa de la mente humana en la cual la observación y la emisión de 
hipótesis son parte fundamental del proceso científico.  

Por ello, en esta acción educativa nos hemos centrado en la adquisición de la competencia en 
el conocimiento y la interacción con el mundo físico definida en el real decreto 1513 / 2006 de 
Primaria como la “la habilidad para interactuar con el mundo físico, en sus aspectos naturales y 
en los generados por la acción humana, para posibilitar la comprensión de sucesos, la predicción 
de consecuencias y la actividad dirigida a la mejora y preservación de las condiciones de vida 
propia, de las demás personas y del resto de los seres vivos”. En definitiva esta competencia 
supone la aplicación de conocimientos y procedimientos para dar respuesta a lo que se percibe 
como demandas o necesidades de las personas, de las organizaciones y del medio ambiente. 
También hace posible identificar preguntas o problemas y obtener conclusiones basadas en 
pruebas, con la finalidad de comprender y tomar decisiones sobre el mundo físico y sobre los 
cambios que la actividad humana produce sobre el medio ambiente, la salud y la calidad de 
vida de las personas. El mencionando real decreto sugiere que el alumno aplique el método 
científico, identificando y planteando problemas relevantes acerca del medio natural, sobre la 
salud o la relación hombre-medio; realizando observaciones directas e indirectas con conciencia 
del marco teórico o interpretativo que las dirige; formular preguntas; localizar, obtener, analizar 
y representar información cualitativa y cuantitativa; plantear y contrastar soluciones tentativas 
o hipótesis; realizar predicciones e inferencias de distinto nivel de complejidad; identificar el 
conocimiento disponible (teórico y empírico) necesario para responder a las preguntas científicas, 
y para obtener, interpretar, evaluar y comunicar conclusiones en diversos contextos (académico, 
personal y social). 

En definitiva, supone el desarrollo y aplicación del pensamiento científico-técnico para 
interpretar la información que se recibe y para predecir y tomar decisiones con iniciativa y 
autonomía personal en un mundo en el que los avances que se van produciendo en los ámbitos 
científico y tecnológico tienen una influencia decisiva en la vida personal, la sociedad y el mundo 
natural.  Esto implica que los futuros profesores de primaria deben saber aplicar este método 
adaptándolo a las características de los alumnos, diferenciando y valorando el conocimiento 
científico al lado de otras formas de conocimiento, y la utilización de valores y criterios éticos 
asociados a la ciencia y al desarrollo tecnológico. 

En la figura 1 se presenta una sinopsis de la competencia de conocimiento e interacción con el 
medio físico.



19

UNIDADES DIDÁCTICAS EN INGLÉS PARA SALIDA ESCOLAR A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL



20

LA EDUCACIÓN PLURILINGÜE: INGLÉS Y CONOCIMIENTO DEL MEDIO

Por tanto, con esta iniciativa nos proponemos abordar la enseñanza y aprendizaje de esta 
competencia en un nivel simple que abarca solamente la capacidad de observación y de 
planteamientos de hipótesis y problemas. Si pretendemos que la formación de nuestros alumnos 
universitarios (futuros docentes) se centre en la adquisición de competencias, debemos orientar 
las actividades prácticas hacia la observación y hacia la creatividad, además de los conocimientos 
puramente conceptuales y disciplinares. 

El aprendizaje de medio natural, como la enseñanza en general, tiene lugar cuando los 
aprendices dan sentido a su aprendizaje. Siguiendo los principios del aprendizaje dentro de la 
teoría constructivista, el aprendizaje se produce cuando hay una intensa actividad por parte 
del aprendiz y éste da sentido a las situaciones de aprendizaje a la vez que el docente adecua 
y ajusta los contenidos de forma que facilite el aprendizaje, con el fin último de conseguir la 
autonomía en el aprendizaje del aprendiz. Presentamos a continuación en orden cronológico y 
metodológico la experiencia docente llevada a cabo con los alumnos universitarios y algunos de 
los resultados.

1ª Interacción: Visita al centro de visitantes de Marismas del Odiel

Según el modelo de Falk y Dierking (2002) existen tres factores que interactúan en la 
construcción de conocimiento en espacios físicos tales como el espacio natural y los museos. Estos 
son: el personal, el sociocultural y el medio físico. El personal tiene en cuenta el conocimiento y 
experiencia anterior. El contexto socio cultural  sugiere que el aprendizaje interviene los iguales 
y los instructores. Finalmente, el contexto físico indica que el aprendizaje está unido al contexto 
espaciotemporal en que se produce y que debe ser generalizable a otras situaciones. En este 
caso los alumnos visitaron el centro de visitantes “Caletilla” de las Marismas del Odiel y se les 
pidió hacer un mapa conceptual sobre la exposición. En este caso podemos apreciar desde un 
abordaje simple en los mapas hasta otros más complejos. En la siguiente figura se presenta una 
de las producciones de los alumnos:

Ilustración 1: Mapa conceptual elaborado por un grupo de alumnos.
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2º Interacción: El glosario.

En un segundo paso se pidió a los alumnos que complejizaran su mapa y pasara a la lengua de 
referencia. Para ello se aportó un glosario de conceptos (francés e inglés). Este paso supuso a los 
alumnos, aunque con dificultad, dar un avance en sus conocimientos.

Figura 3: Mapa conceptual en inglés elaborado por un grupo de alumnos.

3ª Interacción: la salida escolar.

En la salida los alumnos se organizaron por grupos de trabajos más afines, estableciéndose 
uno de francés y todos los demás de inglés. Primero se visitó las Marismas del Odiel y en 
segundo lugar el Parque Natural de Enebrales de Punta Umbría. En este último lugar es donde 
se desarrolló en casi totalidad el cuaderno de campo, con notas de campo. Los alumnos han 
mostrado interés sobre todo en las preguntas referidas a problemas acerca del medio. El 
profesor les dio orientaciones sin responder directamente a sus preguntas y les remitió a hacer 
las anotaciones necesarias para el mapa conceptual en el idioma de referencia.  La mayoría de los 
conceptos habían sido explicados en clase y aportados en los glosarios de marismas y enebrales. 
Pensamos que los alumnos tenían todas las claves para responder a las cuestiones planteados 
en el cuaderno de campo. A aquellos alumnos que lo demandaron, y si considerábamos que la 
dificultad era alta, se les dieron orientaciones para poder realizar las cuestiones, sobre todo en 
la de mayor dificultad como la de plantear problemas acerca del medio natural.  
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Figura 4: Árbol conceptual elaborado por un grupo de alumnos.

Las competencias en el curso de la salida escolar 

Si consideramos que el alumno debe usar estrategias de aprendizaje a lo largo de toda la salida 
escolar, pensamos que se ha conseguido que los alumnos realicen observaciones, aunque en 
menor medida han sido capaces de formular hipótesis y problemas. En una salida escolar como 
la nuestra, las capacidades esenciales utilizadas por los alumnos han sido: 

a) Ordenar los conocimientos, por ejemplo, situar las diferentes zonas que presenta el litoral 
o la marisma según su organización/estructura. 

b) Obtener datos de observaciones acerca de factores ambientales y enlazarlas con los 
problemas planteados. 

c) Elaborar síntesis a través de mapas conceptuales y actividades de expresión 
d) Utilizar un vocabulario científico y literario

Pensamos que todas estas capacidades no han sido adquiridas de la misma manera en los 
diferentes grupos pero al menos todos han sido capaces de observar y obtener datos. En cuanto 
a la primera capacidad se puede observar en los mapas sensoriales y en los mapas conceptuales 
que ha sido construida la zonación de las diferentes partes del litoral como puede observarse en 
el mapa sensorial adjunto.
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Figura 5: Mapa sensorial elaborado por un grupo de alumnos.

En cuanto a otras capacidades, por ejemplo, “elaborar síntesis adecuadas” hay una gran 
diversidad entre los alumnos. También se observa en el uso del vocabulario científico y literario. 
Pero algo importante es que estas capacidades permiten desarrollar la autonomía de los 
alumnos. De hecho una de las conclusiones de la salida escolar es que permite a los alumnos 
a convertirse en autónomos en su propio aprendizaje. Esto también se ha conseguido por el 
trabajo colaborativo. Estas capacidades, como vemos, no son exclusivas de las ciencias, sino que 
son transversales. 

La creatividad en la enseñanza de las ciencias

En esta acción educativa se han diseñado tres actividades relacionadas con la actividad literaria: 
escribir un poema en español, un relato breve en la lengua de referencia y un maratón fotográfico. 
A pesar del enfrentamiento entre las humanidades y las ciencias hay bastante semejanzas entre 
la actividad literaria y la ciencia ya que ambas comparte una misma estructura mental (lo que 
estudian los científicos -teorías, hipótesis, hechos-, tiene su contrapartida en la creatividad y 
la construcción de textos y ficciones literarias). En este caso, la consigna lanzada a los alumnos 
fue crear textos en los que usasen metáfora. La metáfora es un poderoso medio de enseñanza/
aprendizaje ya que cuestiona el absolutismo epistemológico y alienta la humildad a la vez que 
promueve un sentimiento de milagro ante el mundo físico y el universo en su conjunto. Para 
facilitar el trabajo de los alumnos el profesor les ofreció un ejemplo en el que se seguían las tres 
fases del proceso creativo: observación, incubación e iluminación. 
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 FLOR DE MÉDANO
¡No carpas de cinabrio,
ni flores mustias de sal!
Sí esqueletos de enebros.
El conejo omnipresente
es abogado de retamas.
El escarabajo peina
a seis extremidades

la duna esmaltada.  Enebrales de Punta Umbría, 24-3-2010
                                                                                                           Lepe, 2-04-2010

Proceso de construcción del poema:

1) PERCEPCION Me acordé de que alguno de vosotros (cuyo nombre no recuerdo) había 
atrapado y fotografiado un escarabajo.

2) INCUBACION

Leí en un libro de José Maria Morón (Minero de estrellas) un poema 
que hablaba que en el Río tinto donde decía que el río “no había peces 
colorados, ni alpargatas mustias”. De ahí salen los dos primeros versos. 
Como el poema tenía que tener una imagen, como en el haiku, pensé en 
la línea que dejan los escarabajos con sus patas cuando corretean por la 
arena. Como si fuera un bordado sobre la arena. Ya tenía la imagen.
También había que usar una metáfora, así que pensé que sería una buena 
metáfora la de un conejo que a la vez que come el fruto de las retamas 
y de los enebros, les hace un favor dispersando sus semillas y por tanto 
favoreciendo que se reproduzcan. Así que, eureka, también tenía la 
metáfora. El conejo, al contrario de lo que pueda parecer a comerse el 
fruto de la retama, es su abogado defensor y no su enemigo.

3) ILUMINACIÓN
Por último plasmar el poema con forma definida. He optado por el verso 
con una leve rima asonante en a. La mayoría de los versos son heptasílabos 
y octosílabos.

A continuación se presentan dos ejemplos de los haikus elaborados por los alumnos en la 
lengua de referencia:

Sunrise, sunset
seasons pass, geographies shift
my essence remains.
 E. Anderson.
Coleopterans
thick black, dirty shell, small head,
antenae searching,
looking for something and then...
Mayte Gatón

CACHAPUZ, A. (2007) Arte y ciencia: ¿Qué papel juegan en la educación en ciencias. Revista 
Eureka sobre Enseñanza y Divulgación de las Ciencias, 4(2), pp 287-294. 

FALK, J. & DIERKING, L. (2000) Learning from museums. Oxford: Alta Mira Press, Rowman & 
Littlefield Publishers). 

NOVO, M. (2002). Ciencia, arte y medio ambiente. Madrid: Mundi-Prensa. 
WOOLNOUGH, B. E. y ALLSOP, T. (1985). Practical work in science. Cambridge: CUP.
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LA EDUCACIÓN PLURILINGÜE

La educación plurilingüe comenzó a principios de la segunda mitad del siglo XX en Canadá. 
Se denominaban programas bilingües y su metodología consistía en una inmersión total en 
francés. Las razones que impulsaron dichos programas fueron políticas y sociales. Más tarde 
se extendió la implementación de dichos programas a Estados Unidos (desarrollados por Colin 
Baker) principalmente con inmersión en español/francés. Tras muchos años de investigación y 
de obtención de resultados exitosos en cuanto a la adquisición de conocimientos, desarrollo 
de competencias y aprendizaje del idioma1, se produjo una extensión de programas bilingües 
a otros contextos, sobre todo a aquellos que querían mantener vivas las lenguas minoritarias; 
como el Plan Educacional Ñandutí2 (2003-2015) de Paraguay (con la lengua Guaraní), o los planes 
bilingües de algunas Comunidades Autónomas de España3.

El impulso mayor de la educación plurilingüe se ha producido por la hegemonía del uso de 
la lengua inglesa en el ámbito comercial, electrónico, comunicativo, educativo, turístico, etc. 
Ante la globalización de dicho idioma y la importancia que ha cobrado para la formación de una 
persona para su futuro desempeño y movilidad laboral se han desarrollado planes nacionales, en 
este caso, de bilingüismo. Como el Programa Nacional de Bilingüismo de Colombia (2004-2019), 
en el que se extiende el plan a todos los niveles educativos. También, en los países escandinavos 
la oferta académica de las universidades es mayoritariamente en inglés; hasta el punto de 
que en Noruega se muestra preocupación por la pérdida de uso del noruego. En España las 
precursoras han sido Andalucía y la Comunidad de Madrid en enseñanzas primarias y medias, 
siendo Andalucía la primera en apostar por un aprendizaje plurilingüe primando la destreza oral, 
y permitiendo a los centros elegir el idioma (inglés, francés, alemán, portugués, etc.).

Así el Plan de Fomento del Plurilingüismo4, iniciado en 2005, tiene como objetivo desarrollar 
repertorios lingüísticos y fomentar una educación tolerante respecto a otras lenguas y culturas. 
Como todo proyecto innovador, la educación plurilingüe supone una nueva concepción, 
concretamente un cambio curricular que afecta a diferentes elementos del currículo, sobre 
todo a la metodología y a la generación de materiales. La metodología AICLE (Aprendizaje 
Integrado de Contenido en Lenguas Extranjeras) se basa en la integración de contenidos 
mediante el uso vehicular de la lengua extranjera, de ahí el término de currículo integrado. Esta 
revolución metodológica ha traído consigo la multidisciplinariedad desde el trabajo en equipo, 
y la generación de materiales propios por parte del profesorado. Muchos de estos materiales 
han tenido la ventaja de ser diseñados según un contexto cercano al alumnado, lo cual da más 
sentido al proceso de aprendizaje, que tiene que partir primero del contexto del discente, y al 
mismo tiempo aumenta su motivación al conectar los elementos de aprendizaje con parcelas de 
su identidad personal o social.

Como ya se ha descrito en los dos capítulos anteriores el parque natural de las Marismas 
del Odiel es un marco incomparable para que los alumnos realicen experiencias significativas 
en su entorno. Abordándose desde un paradigma plurilingüe, una visita al parque natural 
ofrece la oportunidad de combinar las áreas de ciencias sociales con lenguas extranjeras, y 
como se muestra en las actividades propuestas en las unidades didácticas, pudiéndose incluir 
otras áreas, como las artes, etc. En la metodología AICLE el alumnado protagoniza la escalada 
de su aprendizaje, primero, antes de la visita, con actividades de búsqueda de información 
que desarrollen la competencia heurística, segundo, durante la visita, con actividades de 
comprobación de elementos aprendidos y nuevas búsquedas de información, y tercero, tras la 
visita, con actividades de consolidación de lo aprendido.  En la escalada le acompaña su profesor 
como guía y apoyo para culminar con éxito los estadios de aprendizaje.

1 Véanse estudios producidos por Jim Cummins o Fred Genesee.
2 Véase cuarto punto del objetivo 3: “Desarrollar un programa de alfabetización bilingüe intensiva dirigido a jóvenes y adultos de 

15 años y más”.
3 Véanse estudios de David Lasagabaster sobre bilingüismo en el País Vasco, o Carmen Muñoz en Cataluña.
4 Véase documento en...
 http://www.juntadeandalucia.es/averroes/impe/web/portadaEntidad?pag=/contenidos/B/ProfesoradoEnRed/Plurilinguismo/
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En nuestro caso seguramente resulta intrascendente que los alumnos aprendan en otro 
idioma nombres de la fauna animal o la flora, pero de relevancia que sepan expresar lo que han 
visto, cómo se han sentido, sepan describirlo e incluso puedan criticar alguna circunstancia. Por 
ejemplo, en una unidad didáctica los alumnos proponen enseñar la obligación en inglés para que 
los alumnos respeten durante la visita las pautas de comportamiento del parque. En resumen, 
se intenta desplazar el centro de atención del profesor al alumno y se potencia la actitud de 
responsabilidad del aprendizaje.

Como ya se ha indicado en el prólogo, posiblemente haya actividades cuya implementación sea 
difícil, seguramente debido a la inexperiencia de los alumnos de Magisterio. No obstante, lo que 
se pretende es contribuir con nuevos materiales y propuestas, que podrán ser adaptadas a otros 
niveles o contextos. Los alumnos trabajaron en grupo y dedicaron muchas horas a la elaboración 
de las unidades didácticas. Como se les comentó la posibilidad de que fueran publicadas, ello 
aumentó la rigurosidad en la elaboración y la ilusión de que algún día las llegara a utilizar algún 
profesor  o ellos mismos como profesores. Los nombres de los alumnos participantes figuran en 
la primera página de cada unidad didáctica.

A continuación se incluyen 16 unidades didácticas. El orden de enumeración de las unidades no 
obedece a criterios jerárquicos. Todas ellas han sido diseñadas según la normativa de educación 
y han seguido un proceso de asesoramiento continuo. Como sus autores son aprendices del 
idioma y de la didáctica de lenguas extranjeras, es posible que se encuentren errores lingüísticos 
o metodológicos. Los autores de esta obra hemos preferido conservar en la medida de lo posible 
el producto acabado que los alumnos entregaron como trabajo final de la asignatura Didáctica 
del Idioma I (Inglés). Lo que ofrecemos aquí, por tanto, es una propuesta orgánica, y facilitamos 
la versión en textos (en la versión digital) para que el profesor que lo desee pueda editar los 
archivos y añadir o eliminar lo deseado. Todas las unidades didácticas han sido diseñadas con el 
objetivo de que se puedan usar de un modo real, por ello al final de cada unidad se acompaña 
un dossier o cuadernillo para el alumno. El objetivo ha sido facilitar la tarea al máximo posible al 
profesor interesado en esta actividad.

Esperamos que este material sea bien acogido y que haya retroalimentación del uso del mismo.



UNIDAD DIDÁCTICA PARA EDUCACIÓN 
PRIMARIA

EDUCACIÓN PLURILINGÜE: 

LENGUA EXTRANJERA (INGLÉS) Y CONOCIMIENTO DEL MEDIO NATURAL Y 
SOCIAL

EXCURSIÓN A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL (HUELVA)

Esta unidad didáctica ha sido realizada por Brian Foley Arguello, Águeda Rivera Bermúdez, Gema 
Vázquez Jaldón, alumnos de la asignatura Didáctica del Idioma I (inglés), curso 2009/10, bajo la supervisión 
pedagógica del profesor Fernando D. Rubio Alcalá.
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A DAY TRIP TO ODIEL SALT MARSHES

INTRODUCTION

The present Teaching Unit follows the recommendations of the School Curricular Project, the Order 
2/2006, May 3rd of Education (LOE), together with the Decree 1513/2006 of December 7th, which states 
the minimum learning process of Primary Education, and the Decree 230/2007 of July 31st, for the 
establishment of the teaching-learning process corresponding to Primary Education in Andalucía, for the 
rights of people to be taught and the principles which help to achieve the objectives, the structures, and 
the organization of the Educational System, according to the Constitution.

In a multicultural and plurilingual society, the knowledge of a second language contributes to developing 
communication (oral and written comprehension and expression), as well as amounting knowledge and 
experiences about other ways of life and cultures, but also of our own context. Language and environment 
are intertwined to contribute to the knowledge of the world and appreciation of nature.

In plurilingual education the teaching interests are focused on helping the students to achieve the 
four basic skills in Foreign Language: listening, speaking, writing and reading, based on content-based 
instruction. Language is a means of communication and not an isolated matter of study for primary 
students.

This Teaching Unit pretends to fulfill a lacuna in plurilingual syllabuses, in which integrated curriculum 
is usually focused within the school or classroom context. A trip to Odiel Salt Marshes represents an 
important activity to our students at their ages, where they can learn elements, cycle of nature and above 
all, create the value of respect towards the environment. And for this reason a thorough teaching unit has 
been designed to facilitate the teaching-learning process before, during and after the trip.

AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE

According to Article 18 Ley Orgánica 2/2006, 3rd May, Education, the areas that this teaching unit are 
drawn upon are Natural, Social and Cultural Sciences, and Foreign Language.

AIMS

GENERAL AIMS IN PRIMARY EDUCATION

The teaching unit focuses on the following aims:
a) To develop habits of individual and group work, to develop a critical outlook, enhance autonomous 

learning, create attitudes of confidence, personal initiative, curiosity, interest and creativity in 
learning.

b) To acquire at least one foreign language, and the basic communicative competence that allows the 
student to communicate in the foreign language.

c) To know and value the natural, social and cultural environment, and to be able to take action in the 
prevention and care of the environment.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE GENERAL AIMS IN PRIMARY

The present unit will work on all the foreign language aims, but focuses on the following:

a) To listen and to understand messages in various verbal interactions, using the information transmitted 
for the execution of diverse concrete tasks.  

b) To express and to interact orally in daily simple situations that have a content and known development, 
using non verbal and verbal procedures and adopting a respectful attitude and of cooperation.  

c) To write diverse texts and to elaborate creative productions with respect to the material studied in 
class “Trip to Odiel Salt Marsh” with the aid of samples and/or structures to follow. 

d) To read in a comprehensive manner diverse texts, related to the Salt Marsh de Odiel, extracting 
specific and general information according to the purpose of the activity.

e) To value the foreign language as a medium of communication for people from diverse origins and 
cultures and as a tool for learning of contents from the area of “Environmental and Social studies”.  

f) To use knowledge and previous experiences with other languages for autonomous and efficient, 
faster acquisition of the foreign language.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE SPECIFIC AIMS IN THE THIRD CYCLE

We will focus on the following aims in our didactic unit:

a) To maintain a conversation in daily and familiar routines with respect to known themes respecting 
the basic etiquette of communication, such as listening and looking at the speaker.

b) To extract the global meaning from oral text and identify relevant information in different situations 
which require communication.

c) To be able to read and extract explicit information and infer specific ideas in order to understand 
diverse texts related to themes of interest.

d) To elaborate written text taking into account the reader, the type of text and final purpose.
e) To use basic forms and structures related to English including aspects of fluency, stress, tone, 

pronunciation and clarity in different communicational contexts in a meaningful manner.
f) To use strategies which serve for autonomous learning, such as to formulate relevant questions 

to obtain information, confirm details, use dictionaries and to accompany communication with 
adequate forms of non-verbal communication.

g) To value the use of English as a means of communication between people and as an instrument for 
learning and to show interest towards speakers of English.



31

UNIDADES DIDÁCTICAS EN INGLÉS PARA SALIDA ESCOLAR A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES GENERAL AIMS IN PRIMARY

 The following are the main aims in primary related to the area that we will focus on:

a) To Identify the principal elements in the natural, social and cultural environment analyzing its 
organization, characteristics and interactions and progressing in the dominion of spatial environments 
which become increasingly complex.

b) To participate in group activities adopting a responsible attitude and behaving in a responsible, 
constructive and cooperative manner whilst respecting the principle basics of democratic 
functions.

c) To know and to appreciate social norms and values and to prepare for active social participation and 
to respect human rights and plurality in a democratic society.

d) To analyze certain manifestations of human intervention in the natural environment, evaluating it 
in a critical manner and adopting behavioral traits necessary for its protection in order to maintain 
ecological equilibrium and conserve our national heritage.

e) To interpret, express and represent facts, concepts and processes of the natural, social and cultural 
environment through use of images and other media.

f) To identify, set and resolve questions and problems related to significant elements of the environment 
using research strategies, experimentation, and scientific methods to find alternative solutions.

g) To plan and realize projects which have an established aim which require knowledge of elemental 
properties of certain materials, substances and objects.

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES AIMS IN THE THIRD CYCLE

We will focus on the following aims in our didactic unit:

a) To be able to talk about how human behaviour influences the environment in a positive or negative 
manner.

b) To be able to identify the principal characteristics of landscapes in Spain, analyze the elements and 
processes which are linked to them and provide examples of how humans can help conserve the 
environment.

c) To be able to analyze how humans use the environment for its resources, economic activity related 
to such action and the effects that this action may have.

d) To be able to present information in paper or digital form with respect to simple processes and 
situations.

DIDACTIC AIMS

Didactic aims are divided into cognitive, attitudinal and pedagogic ones. Cognitive aims correspond 
to students’ learning concepts. Attitudinal aims make reference to attitudes that students develop, and 
pedagogic aims are teaching procedures that are closely linked to students’ learning.

COGNITIVE AIMS  

• To be able to define terms related to the salt marsh environment and its ecosystem.
• To be able to describe the main elements in a salt marsh environment and the relationship between 

those elements.
• To be able to name the geographical features and animals in a salt marsh.
• To be able to inform others about the Odiel Salt marsh in Huelva as it is an important part of our 

National Heritage.
• To be able to use modal verbs to form rules necessary for responsible tourism.
• To be able to observe, identify and describe insects in their natural environment.
• To be able to explain the process of salt production.
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ATTITUDINAL AIMS 

• To appreciate creative expression as a means of communicating information.
• To be able to work individually and in groups in a responsible and respectful manner.
• To develop a sense of appreciation and responsibility with regard to the natural environment.
• To develop a sense of understanding with respect to human influence, both positive and negative, in 

the environment.
• To be able to reflect upon activities learnt in a manner that solidifies learning.
• To appreciate that every biological element is unique.

PEDAGOGIC AIMS 

• To facilitate student learning with respect to the natural environment in the local community.
• To use both listening for perception and listening for comprehension activities in order to improve 

listening skills.
• To facilitate student organization of work by providing a simple and clearly laid out dossier which 

they must complete.
• To facilitate text comprehension by adapting real documents to the appropriate level of the 

students.
• To use interesting and fun activities in order to motivate and create interest.
• To facilitate learning of vocabulary through use of pictures in the form of a glossary and PowerPoint 

presentation. 
• To implement the CLIL method in educational practice as an interesting alternative to learning 

English.
• To create homework activities which reinforce material covered in class and to be fully prepared for 

the excursion.

BASIC COMPETENCES

This teaching unit favors the development of the following competences:

Communicative linguistic competence: In particular with respect to oral and written communication, 
interpretation and understanding of real life situations with an emphasis on using English as a means to 
construct, organize and structure thoughts.

Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence: In particular with respect to 
knowledge of the local environment, interactions and processes which occur in which humans play a 
significant role and the development of capacities which enable students to intervene positively in the 
environment in a cooperative manner.

 Cultural and artistic competence: In particular with respect to using creativity as a means to express    
new information learned and as a way of appreciation the use of art as a form of communication.

Social and Civic competence: In particular with respect to the way students treat each other and their 
environment by increasing a sense of responsibility and cooperation and also with respect to the way the 
students gain an appreciation of their local heritage.

Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way: In particular with respect to 
providing techniques which the students can learn in order to learn and classify new vocabulary and ideas 
and providing structures which the students can follow in the future in order to organize and structure 
new information.

Competence in personal autonomy and initiative: In particular with respect to acquiring knowledge in 
an independent manner and reflecting upon such knowledge in order to learn in a meaningful manner.



33

UNIDADES DIDÁCTICAS EN INGLÉS PARA SALIDA ESCOLAR A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL

METHODOLOGY

This teaching unit is drawn upon Crown Decree 2/2006, May the 3rd, article 6.2, by which the curriculum 
for Primary Education is established, and which sets the curriculum for the Foreign Language Area is based 
on the Communicative Approach, and Junta de Andalucía Decree 230/2007, July the 31st, advocating 
for the learning of a foreign language through Content and Language Integrated Language methodology. 
In this sense, we will try to develop the students’ linguistic skills (listening, speaking, writing, reading), 
inductively through the natural use of concepts belonging to the field of natural sciences.

It is our aim to use the Content language Integrated Learning (CLIL) /Plurilingual approach. It involves 
teaching a curricular subject through the medium of a language other than that normally used. The 
subject can be entirely unrelated to language learning. The key issue is that the learner is gaining new 
knowledge about the ‘non-language’ subject while encountering, using and learning the foreign language. 
The methodologies and approaches used are often linked to the subject area with the content leading 
the activities (Content Based Instruction). Hence the use of this method will give rise to an integrated 
Curriculum. We wish to use this approach as it builds intercultural knowledge and understanding, develops 
intercultural communication skills, improves language competence and oral communication skills, 
develops multilingual interests and attitudes, provides opportunities to study content through different 
perspectives, allows learners more contact with the target language, does not require extra teaching 
hours, complements other subjects rather than competes with them, diversifies methods and forms of 
classroom practice and also increases learners’ motivation and confidence in both the language and the 
subject being taught.
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CONTENTS

Course: 6th Title: Salt of the Earth! Duration: 3 lessons

Justification:
The unit provides children with a way to explore both the natural environment and the world of English at the 
same time. The advantages of learning other subjects through the use English are many, increased motivation, 
challenging but fun tasks and increased participation to name but a few. The Salt Marsh Odiel is part of our 
natural heritage. It is a beautiful area and one which the children will truly appreciate considering the curiosity 
towards the natural world shown by children at this age. Using CLIL activities in the classroom are a great way to 
teach English and other subjects at the same time. Due to the flexibility with regards to English content that is 
inherent in English teaching it is not difficult to implement within the current educational structure.

UNIT OBJECTIVES

COGNITIVE AIMS

• To be able to define terms related to the salt marsh environment and its ecosystem.
• To be able to describe the main elements in a salt marsh environment and the relationship between those 

elements.
• To be able to name the geographical features and animals in a salt marsh.
• To be able to inform others about the Odiel Salt marsh in Huelva as it is an important part of our Cultural 

Heritage.
• To be able to use modal verbs to form rules necessary for responsible tourism.
• To be able to observe, identify and describe insects in their natural environment.
• To be able to explain the process of salt production.

ATTITUDINAL AIMS 

• To appreciate creative expression as a means of communicating information.
• To be able to work individually and in groups in a responsible and respectful manner.
• To develop a sense of appreciation and responsibility with regard to the natural environment.
• To develop a sense of understanding with respect to human influence, both positive and negative, in the 

environment.
• To be able to reflect upon activities learnt in a manner that solidifies learning.
• To appreciate that every biological element is unique.
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PEDAGOGIC AIMS

• To facilitate student learning with respect to the natural environment in the local community.
• To use both listening for perception and listening for comprehension activities in order to improve listening 

skills.
• To facilitate student organization of work by providing a simple and clearly laid out portfolio which they must 

fill in.
• To facilitate text comprehension by adapting real documents to the appropriate level of the students.
• To use interesting and fun activities in order to motivate and create interest.
• To facilitate learning of vocabulary through use of pictures in the form of a glossary and PowerPoint 

presentation.
• To implement the CLIL method in educational practice as an interesting alternative to learning English.
• To create homework activities which reinforce material covered in class and to be fully prepared for the 

excursion.

BASIC COMPETENCES (as explained in greater detail above):

• Communicative linguistic competence
• Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence
• Cultural and artistic competence
• Social and civic competence
• Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way
• Competence in persona l autonomy and initiative

CONTENTS: FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Block 1: Listening, speaking and conversing:
• Using of language as a way of communication.
• Oral interaction in real situations: question and answers.
• Perceptive and Comprehensive listening with visual help.

Block 2: Reading and writing
• Comprehensive reading of small texts with different aims and using reading strategies.
• Completing sentences with the unit’s vocabulary.
• Reading and writing about daily situations.

Block 3: Language awareness
• Questions and short answers.
• Vocabulary about characteristics of animals and plants.
• Memorizing and using the vocabulary.
• Use of repetition, association of words, reading texts, technology.

Block 4: Socio-cultural aspects and intercultural awareness.
• Share with others our knowledge and experience about the environments.
• Interest in communication with foreign people who speak the second language.
• Positive attitude towards foreign people.
• Learn differences between animals and plants.
• Care of the environment.
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Description of ACTIVITIES – Time distribution 

Pre-trip activities

O
PE

N
IN

G
 A

CT
IV

IT
IE

S

Class Discussion: Based on previous knowledge (10mins) – Possibility of using Spanish in this activity
• Have you visited the Odiel Salt marsh? Tell us about it.
• What is a salt marsh?
• What do you think you will see in a salt marsh?
• Why are they important?

Pre-teach vocabulary (15mins)
• Use power point activity and game: based on use of images
• Hand out Student Dossier and refer the children to the “Glossary”
• Play “Vocabulary Bingo” with the children. They can play in teams. (annex 1 and 2)
• Note: Some vocabulary is explained in the text. Students will write definitions of these words as a 

Glossary homework exercise.

 M
A

IN
 A

CT
IV

IT
IE

S 

Handout Dossier to Students:
Text 1 : Salt of the Earth (Speaking exercise 20 mins) – pg 1 Student Dossier
Read it together in class. 
The teacher asks general comprehension questions.
Students do the activities for homework. 
Suggested answers: 
1. Paragraph 1: Salt marsh 2. Salt ponds 3. Ecosystem
 2. Paragraph 1 is about the salt marsh habitat
     Paragraph 2 is about the production of salt
     Paragraph 3 is about how the salt marsh ecosystem functions
3. The world of Salt
Text 2 - Odiel Salt Marsh (Listening exercise 15 mins) – pg 2 Student Dossier
    The teacher reads out the text and students fill in the gaps with answers (annex 4)
    The teacher explains the homework activities (glossary definitions and text 1)

   
   

 C
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SI
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Student Contract : (page 3 Student Dossier)
Establish rules for the trip using “must” and “mustn’t” (15 mins)

• teacher explains that the students must follow rules
• orally and as a class activity the students give suggestions for rules 
• the students copy the rules into the dossier and sign the student contract

Suggested rules We mustn’t throw rubbish. We mustn’t shout.We must listen to the teacher. 
We must respect nature.

Pre trip Homework (obligatory)
• Text activities as indicated in portfolio
• Glossary: Fill in the definitions using the text (page 9) and do the glossary activity (page 11)
• Plan for the trip. “Remember” activity (page 3)
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Trip Activities
O

PE
N

IN
G
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C

T
IV
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S 1. Getting ready (25 mins)
• In school before the trip: Correct the homework together
• Revise rules of the trip
• Explain the game on page 4 of Student Dossier: The Game “Nature Detective” is an activity the 

students do throughout the trip. There is no specific time allotted to its completion

 M
A
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 A

C
T

IV
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IE
S 

Arrival at Salt Marsh ( flexible – time)
2. Walk, enjoy, talk in English
3. Stop at a suitable place. The students sit down on the grass or a rock.  
Students do activity 1 and 2 (page 5)
Remind students they are still playing the game “Nature Detective”
Optional: Play vocabulary Bingo using pebbles to cover up the pictures.
4. Walk, enjoy, talk in English.
5. Stop at a suitable place. 
Students do activity 3 and 4 (pages 6 and 7)  
Remind students they are still playing the game “Nature Detective”
6. Walk, enjoy, talk in English
7. Stop at a suitable place
Students do activity 5 (page 8)

   
   

 C
L
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9. Before getting on the bus home. (10 mins)
- “Nature Detective” Game: Any student who has found all the items and has added something interesting 
is a winner. There shouldn’t be only one winner. Ideally all the kids should be winners. 
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 Post-Trip activities
O

PE
N

IN
G

 
A

C
T

IV
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IE
S 1. Class Discussion (5-10mins)

• Did you enjoy the trip? Why?
• What did you learn?
• What did they see?

2. Share information (10- 15 mins)
Divide the class into groups: The students spend some time looking at other people’s pictures, 
descriptions and poems.

 M
A

IN
 A

C
T

IV
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IE
S 3. Role play “The Salt marsh” (Total Physical Response activity – 30 mins)

The students will represent the salt marsh through actions in a role play activity 
(See annex 5 for all details)

   
   

 C
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4. Nature Ranger Certificate (5-10 mins)
• Ask the students if they want to be a nature ranger
• Explain what it means and the responsibility it entails
• Students fill in their Nature Ranger Certificate (page 12)

Optional Nature Ranger Certificate (Recommended) 
The students can cut out the Nature Ranger Certificate and glue it onto a card. They can stick it up on 
the wall in their bedroom.
The teacher can also fill in a Nature Ranger Certificate and put it on the wall in the classroom. This way 
the students learn by example and it will stay on the wall as a reminder of the trip.

“Let children walk with Nature, let them see the beautiful blending and communions of death and life, 
their joyous inseparable unity, as taught in woods and meadows, plains and mountains and streams of 
our blessed star, and they will learn that death is stingless indeed, 
and as beautiful as life”
John Muir (1838-1914)
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ATTENTION TO DIVERSITY

Adaptation of activities for special needs students: 

As the cases vary depending on the special educational needs that students may have we are inserting a 
broad outline of principles which the teacher may follow if they have a student with special needs:

• Use of native tongue may be necessary
• Adaptation and simplification of the material or of the tasks to be carried out may be necessary
• Plan accordingly for the route you will follow on the trip if you have a child with physical disabilities
• Remember the majority of special needs children can carry out basic but important tasks during 

the activities and their completion and consequent recognition are vital factors in increasing self 
esteem

• Pair work and group work, if planned accordingly, provide an opportunity for oral communication 
among peers which also increases self esteem of children with special needs

• Children with special needs, as all children, love to play so class games must be planned accordingly 
to ensure their participation. 

According to Decree 2/2006:

1. The educative intervention must contemplate the principle of diversity as a way to guarantee the 
development of students and the personal attention according to their needs.

2. The effort tools are organizing and curricular. It must be taken into account the support in the group, 
flexible groups and the adaptations of the curriculum.

3. In order to develop the personal abilities and objectives of this stage, some curricular and organizing 
measures must be done to ensure the educative development.

4. The educative administrations must adapt the objectives, contents and the ways of evaluation in 
order to cover the students` needs according to article 73 of the organic law 2/ 2006, 3rd May. These 
adaptations will be done according to the basic competences, the evaluation and the objectives and 
evaluation fixed in these adaptations. According to the law 2/2006, 3rd May, the schooling of these 
students could be extended another year if it favors the socioeducative integration.

5. According to the article 78 of the law 2/2006, the schooling of the student, which is incorporated 
later to school, must be done according to their knowledge, age and academic history. If the student 
doesn’t have a good level in the language of the school, he will receive a special attention during 
the week. If the students have got a gap in his/ her curricular competence of more than one year, 
they can be schooled in a previous course. Some reinforcement measures must be done to facilitate 
the school integration and the recuperation of this gap. When they overcome this gap, they will be 
incorporated to the following course.

6. The schooling of students with high intellectual abilities must be flexible and they can do another 
course or this one can be shorter to develop his/her personal and social balance.
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Internet

• California State Parks

http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=25384

• National Geographic

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/14/gk2/fayforest.html

• United States Forest Service and National association of State foresters

http://www.smokeybear.com/index.asp

• University of Oregon – Science Department

http://www.uoregon.edu/~oimb/Academics/GK12/Documents/Josh%20VIRTUAL%20FIELD%20TRIP.
pdf

Legislation

Decree 230/2007 July the 31st, in which the right order and the teaching corresponding to Primary 
Education in Andalucía is established.

Order of August the 10th, in which the curriculum and the evaluation in the teaching-learning process of 
the Primary Education in Andalucía is developed.

Royal Decree 1513 of 2006 December the 7th, in which the minimum teaching for the Primary Education 
is established.

STUDENT DOSSIER:
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Pre trip: Activity 1
Salt of the Earth

1/ …………………………………..……………..
A salt marsh is usually next to an estuary. Estuaries are places where a river flows into the ocean. The 

sea has a high tide and low tide. The high tide means the water from the ocean comes in and mixes with 
the river water. There is a mix of salt water and fresh water. There are lots of plants in these places. These 
types of places are called “Wetlands”. The salt marsh is part of the wetlands. In the salt marsh, the water 
moves very slowly.  In this environment plants can grow. There are many small animals, for example, 
insects and worms. There are also fish in the water. It is an important place for birds. The birds find food 
in the water. The birds also build nests in the wetlands.

2/…………………………………………
A salt pond is a part of the salt marsh. Humans make salt ponds. Salt comes from salt ponds. The 

seawater goes into the salt ponds. Then a process called natural evaporation occurs. This mean the water 
goes up to the sky in millions of small pieces and forms clouds. This is because of the sun. The product of 
this process is salt. The salt ponds can be different colours, for example, green and red. This is because 
there are different levels of salt in the salt pond. We name the level of salt in the water “Salinity”. 

3/ …………………………………………………….
Salinity is important because very small creatures called micro-organisms live in the salt ponds. The 

micro-organisms are food for animals and birds. An example of a micro-organism is algae. They are a 
very important part of a wetlands ecosystem. An ecosystem is an organized system in nature. All the 
parts in the ecosystem are very important, for example, water, sun, insects etc. There are many types of 
ecosystems in the world.

HOMEWORK ACTIVITIES:

1. Give a title to each paragraph. Write in the spaces provided.
2. What is the main idea in each paragraph?

Paragraph 1.  It is about ……………………………………………………………………………
Paragraph 2.  It is about ……………………………………………………………………………
Paragraph 3.  It is about …………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Give a different title to the text.  ______________________________
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Pre- trip Activity 2
Come on! Let’s go! Listen and use the words in the box to fill in the gaps.

natural                flamingos             Odiel             flora           lagoons             fauna   
creeks                      19??                wetland         trails          saltwater           birds

ODIEL SALTMARSH

The Natural Park “ODIEL SALTMARSH” is a very important 1/............................. Nature Reserve in 
Andalucía. This means it is protected from human construction. The marshes of Odiel are in a    2/……
………….….area. The best way to explore it is to walk across the nature 3/....................... in the marshes. 
Nature trails are paths where people can walk and see nature.

La Calatilla is a visitor centre that has been open since 4/……………………..…… in Huelva. The Centre 
also takes care of the wetlands and its natural habitats. Habitats are places where living things live. The 
marshes are important because there is a lot of  5/..........................and .6/……………….... They are also 
important for migratory 7/……………….... Migratory birds fly from hot countries to cold countries in the 
summer. They fly from the cold countries to hot countries in the winter. 

There are many types of habitats in the wetlands. There are 8/.....................…… and freshwater marshes. 
There are  9/................................... and 10/…………….......... There is a lot of biodiversity. Biodiversity 
means that there is a lot of different things living in one place. In the Odiel Salt Marsh there are  11/..
.............................. , storks, cormorants and Osprey and many other types of birds. The principal river 
running into the nature reserve is the  12/…………….........
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Trip to Odiel Salt marsh
Dossier

Name: ……………………………..………………………..
Date: ………………………………………………………..
Teacher: …………………………………………………..
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Student Contract
I understand the rules and I will follow them on the 

trip at all times.
                                                           

Signature: ……………………………………………………………………

Date: …………………………………………………………………….

Rules:
----------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------

Remember:  You have to prepare for the excursion. Tick each item as you plan for the trip.
Salt marsh Dossier ____       
Bag with pencil case ____                                                                                                         
Happiness ____
Food and Water ____
Creativity ____
Colouring pencils ____
Imagination ____
Magnifying glass (if you have one)____ 
A big smile____                                                                                                                       
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Game!!!!!!              

Nature Detective
As you walk down a path or trail, look and listen for signs of wildlife. 

Tick  the clues if you find them. 

1. Animal tunnel  ………………           2. Bird singing or calling   ………………

3. Spider web   ………………                4. Bird tracks   ………………

5. Leaf chewed by an insect   ……………  6.Bird feathers ………………

7.  Insect buzzing       ………………        8. Animal track   ………………….

Did you find anything else interesting? Write 
what you saw and draw a little picture.

 ____________ 
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Activity 1: Draw a picture of the salt marsh. 

  Activity 2: Describe what is in the picture.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
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Activity 3:  Fill in the gaps in the poem. 

                

    Title: _________________________

The weather is ……………….. and ………….…….

The students are  ………….. and ………………..

There are lots of colours ………….…… , ………………….

…………………... , …………….. , ……….………  and …………….

   I feel …............... and …………………

Because …………………………………………..

What a ………….. day!

What a ………….. place!

I see ………….……. and ………..………….

I like the …………………. and ………………..….

Oh Salt Marsh, ………….…….. 

Salt Marsh.………………………………………………………..…
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Activity 4: Circle the animal groups that live in the Salt Marsh                   
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Activity 5: Look Closer!

Did you know? 
There are more insects on this planet that any other animals combined? Yes, it is true. In fact there are 

about more than 200 million insects for every one person. They hide well! Can you find them? 
Remember: 
Respect all living creatures. Don’t touch living creatures. You might hurt them. They might sting or bit 

you! Keep a safe distance.
Fast facts: 
Insects have 3 body parts, head, thorax and abdomen
Insects have 6 legs spiders have 8 legs
Look closer! 
It is easy. Take a small magnifying glass. Observe an insect. Be quiet. If possible watch it for  2 

minutes.

What is it doing? ……………………………………………………………….

Do you know what it is? ………..…………

…………………………………...............

It is interesting? Why? 

……………………………………………………………….
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Glossary: Salt Marsh
Homework: Use the texts from Activity 1 and 2. Write definitions for the 7 words.

Tides:………………………...……………………………………………..…………………………………………………………................

Wetlands: .……………...……………………………………….………….………………………………………………………………………

Ecosystem: ……………...…………………………………………………………………………………….………………….................

Biodiversity:  ………...………………………………………………………………….……………………………….........................

Nature trails  ….………………………………………………………………………...............................................................

Salinity: ………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………

Migratory birds: ………………………………………………………………………..............................................................

          

Creek

Saltmarsh

Salt pond
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Lagoon

Micro-organisms

Fauna

Stork
Flamingo

 Nest

Osprey

 Cormorant

Flora

Osprey
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 Homework - Glossary Activity

Match the word to the picture: Write the letter next to the word.

Flamingo ____   Fauna ____     Salt Marsh ____ Lagoons ____ Creeks ____      

             

Flora ____    Salt Ponds  _____          Nests _____      Micro – organisms  _____         

 

  

 

C

A
B

FD E

IH
G
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NATURE RANGER CERTIFICATE

If you would like to be a Nature Ranger, agree to the promise below and 
sign your name. 

NATURE RANGER PROMISE

I _(name)______________________________ promise to:

Treat the earth and all living things with care and respect. 

Be careful of what I do and how it affects others. 

Learn about the importance of nature and our heritage.

Signature: ________________________________________
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ANNEX I:

 BINGO
   Let’s play bingo.
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ANNEX II

Powerpoint presentation: Word format (They can also be used as flash cards)
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Salt Marsh

Estuary
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Tide

Biodiversity
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Micro-Organisms

Flora
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fauna

Nature Trails
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Flamingos

Osprey
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ANNEX III

TEXT  2 (with solution)

The Natural Park “Salt Marsh Odiel” is a very important.1/.....wetland........ Nature Reserve in Andalucía. 
This means it is protected from human construction. The marshes of Odiel are in a  .2/…natural….area. 
The best way to explore it is to walk across the nature .3/....trails..... in the marshes. Nature trails are paths 
where people can walk and see nature.

La Calatilla is a visitor centre that has been open since 4/…..1994…… in Huelva. The Centre also takes 
care of the wetlands and its natural habitats. Habitats are places where living things live. The marshes are 
important because there is a lot of .5/...flora.....and .6/..fauna...... They are also important for migratory 
.7/..birds...... Migratory birds fly from hot countries to cold countries in the summer. They fly from cold 
countries to hot countries in the winter. 

There are many types of habitats in the wetlands. There are.8/....saltwater…… and freshwater marshes. 
There are  .9/....creeks..... and.10/..lagoons........ There is a lot of biodiversity. Biodiversity means that there 
are a lot of different things living in one place. In the Salt Marsh Odiel there are  .11/....flamingos....... , 
storks, cormorants and Osprey and many other types of birds. The principal river running into the nature 
reserve is the .12/.Odiel.........
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ANNEX IV  

TPR Roleplay exercise

- We give the role play cards to the children. They read the information.
•	 Sun  - 1 person
•	 Clouds – 3 people
•	 Humans – 3 people
•	 Fresh water – two groups (3 in each group)

1. Fresh water that evaporates and goes to the sky  
      2. Fresh water that turns to salt (after it mixes with saltwater)

•	 Salt water – two groups (3 in each group)
1. Salt water that evaporates and goes to the sky

      2. Salt water that turns to salt 
•	 Flamingos – 2 people
•	 Osprey eagles – Babies 2
•	 Mother and Father Osprey 2
•	 Fish – 2 people

- We go out to the school yard and draw a simple map with chalk on the ground to orientate the 
children

- Children get into starting position.
- The children listen to the teachers instructions and follow them.
- The children act out the representation.
- It is a short activity so students swap the role play cards when they finish and do it again. This way 

the children get to see it from a different perspective.

Suggested teacher instructions for role play:
- Everyone in starting position
- The saltwater from the sea comes in and mixes with freshwater in the salt ponds. 
- The fish enter with the saltwater.
- The flamingos fly in and they eat the micro organisms in the salt pond
- The Osprey comes and hunts for fish.
- The Osprey goes to their nests and give the fish to their babies.
- The babies eat the fish.
- The sun comes out. 
- The clouds come out and some water evaporates and joins the clouds. 
- Some water turns to salt. 
- The flamingos fly back to Africa.
- Humans come and collect the salt.

 

Nest 
 

Salt Pond 

River 

Sea 

 

Sun 

Africa 

Sun
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 ANNEX V

Roleplay cards for TPR exercise

Printable Roleplay cards for 23 students (if there are more students then more than 1 student can play a 
role and if there are less students take away some cards, for example, clouds)

•	 Sun  - 1 person
•	 Clouds – 3 people
•	 Humans – 3 people
•	 Fresh water – two groups (2 in each group)

1. Fresh water that evaporates and goes to the sky  
      2. Fresh water that turns to salt (after it mixes with saltwater)

•	 Salt water – two groups (2 in each group)
1. Salt water that evaporates and goes to the sky

      2. Salt water that turns to salt 
•	 Flamingos – 2 people
•	 Osprey eagles – Babies 2
•	 Mother and Father Osprey 2
•	 Fish – 2 people

YOU ARE - The Sun

The sun is in the sky and is an important part of natural evaporation process.

YOU ARE – A cloud

 The cloud is in the sky and water evaporates and enters the clouds.

YOU ARE – A cloud

 The cloud is in the sky and water evaporates and enters the clouds.
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YOU ARE – A cloud

 The cloud is in the sky and water evaporates and enters the clouds.
Prediseñadas

YOU ARE – A human
You drive to the salt pond and collect salt from the salt pond.Prediseñadas

YOU ARE – A human
You drive to the salt pond and collect salt from the salt pond.Prediseñadas

YOU ARE – A human
You drive to the salt pond and collect salt from the salt pond.Prediseñadas

YOU ARE – Freshwater 
You are in the salt pond. Salt water comes and you mix 

with it. Then you evaporate and go to the clouds

          

YOU ARE – Freshwater 
You are in the salt pond. Salt water comes and you mix 

with it. Then you evaporate and go to the clouds
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YOU ARE – Freshwater 
You are in the salt pond. Salt water comes and you mix 

with it. Then you evaporate and turn into salt
     

YOU ARE – Freshwater 
You are in the salt pond. Salt water comes and you mix 

with it. Then you evaporate and turn into salt
      

YOU ARE – Saltwater 
You are in the sea. You enter into the salt pond.

Then you evaporate and go to the clouds
         

YOU ARE – Saltwater 
You are in the sea. You enter into the salt pond.

Then you evaporate and go to the clouds
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YOU ARE – Saltwater 
You are in the sea. You enter into the salt pond.

Then you evaporate and turn into salt
          

YOU ARE – Saltwater 
You are in the sea. You enter into the salt pond.

Then you evaporate and turn into salt
        

YOU ARE – A Flamingo
 The flamingo comes from Africa and then flies back to Africa. It eats micro-organisms 

in the salt pond

YOU ARE – A Flamingo
 The flamingo comes from Africa and then flies back to Africa. It eats micro-organisms 

in the salt pond

YOU ARE – A baby eagle
 You live in the nest. Your mother and father bring you fish to eat. 

YOU ARE – A baby eagle
 You live in the nest. Your mother and father bring you fish to eat. 
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YOU ARE – The mother eagle
 You fly from the nest to the salt pond. You catch fish and bring it to your babies.

 

YOU ARE – The father eagle
 You fly from the nest to the salt pond. You catch fish and bring it to your babies.

 

YOU ARE – A fish
 You live in the salt marsh water. The eagle catches you and brings you to the nest. 

The babies eat you !! You are delicious!! 

  

YOU ARE – A fish
 You live in the salt marsh water. The eagle catches you and brings you to the nest. 

The babies eat you !! You are delicious!! 

  



70

LA EDUCACIÓN PLURILINGÜE: INGLÉS Y CONOCIMIENTO DEL MEDIO

ANNEX VI: Final evaluation

Discovering the Salt Marsh: Evaluation

Name: …………………………………………………….Date ……….

Marking System:                            Listening and Vocabulary: 3 points 
                                                         Speaking: 4 points
                                                         Writing: 3 points

1. Listening and Vocabulary: Listen to each description and answer the  
     final question.

1.  …………………………………            6…………………………………….

2. …………………………………             7……………………………………..

3.  …………………………………            8…………………………………….

4. …………………………………             9……………………………………..

5.  …………………………………           10…………………………………….

2. Speaking:  

Create a short presentation of your trip to Odiel salt marsh. You can show some of the work you did on 
the trip during the presentation.

- Each person in the group must talk for at least 30 seconds 
- Make it interesting. Use vocabulary from the glossary.
- You have 15 minutes to prepare for the activity

IMPORTANT: DO NOT WRITE HERE. THE TEACHER WRITES COMMENTS HERE.

Fluency:

Correct use of English:

Pronunciation: 

Use of vocabulary:

Preparation and Planning for the activity:
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3. Writing: Write a letter to a friend. Tell them about your trip to the salt marsh. Use the questions 

below as a guide. (60 - 80 words).

Paragraph 1: When did you go? Where did you go? Who did you go with?

Paragraph 2: What did you do there do?

Paragraph 3: Describe some interesting things you saw in the Salt marsh.

Paragraph 4: Say goodbye and ask your friend to come and visit you soon.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

                                                                       





UNIDAD DIDÁCTICA PARA EDUCACIÓN PRIMARIA

EDUCACIÓN PLURILINGÜE: LENGUA 
EXTRANJERA (INGLÉS) Y CONOCIMIENTO DEL 

MEDIO NATURAL Y SOCIAL

EXCURSIÓN A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL (HUELVA)

Esta unidad didáctica ha sido realizada por Sara May Campbell, David Echeverria Pontelli y Celia Ortega 
Jimenez, alumnos de la asignatura Didáctica del Idioma I (inglés), curso 2009/10, bajo la supervisión 
pedagógica del profesor Fernando D. Rubio Alcalá.





75

UNIDADES DIDÁCTICAS EN INGLÉS PARA SALIDA ESCOLAR A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL

A DAY TRIP TO ODIEL SALT MARSHES

INTRODUCTION

The present Teaching Unit follows the recommendations of the School Curricular Project, the Order 
2/2006, May 3rd of Education (LOE), together with the Decree 1513/2006 of December 7th, which states 
the minimum learning process of Primary Education, and the Decree 230/2007 of July 31st, for the 
establishment and the teaching-learning process corresponding at Primary Education in Andalucía, for the 
rights of people to be taught and the principles which help to do the objectives, the structures, and the 
organization of the Educational System, according with the Constitution.

In a multicultural and plurilingual society, the knowledge of a second language contributes to develop 
communication (oral and written comprehension and expression), as well as increasing knowledge and 
experiences of other ways of life and cultures, but also of our own context. Language and environment are 
intertwined to contribute to the knowledge of the world and appreciation of nature.

In plurilingual education the teaching interests are focused on helping the students to achieve the 
four basic skills in Foreign Language: listening, speaking, writing and reading, based on content-based 
instruction. Language is a means of communication and not an isolated matter of study for primary 
students.

This Teaching Unit pretends to fulfill a lacuna in plurilingual syllabuses, in which integrated curriculum 
is usually focused within the school or classroom context. A trip to Odiel Salt Marshes represents an 
important activity to our students at their ages, where they can learn elements, cycle of nature and above 
all, create the value of respect towards the environment. And for this reason a thorough teaching unit has 
been designed to facilitate the teaching-learning process before, during and after the trip.

AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE

According to Article 18 Ley Orgánica 2/2006, 3rd May, Education, the areas where this teaching unit are 
drawn upon are Natural, Social and Cultural Sciences, and Foreign Language.

 

AIMS

AIMS FOR THE STAGE OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

In this teaching unit we will work especially on the following aims:

a) To develop habits of individual and teamwork, effort and responsibility in the study as well as 
attitudes of confidence in itself, critical sense, personal initiative, curiosity, interest and creativity in 
learning.

b) To acquire at least one foreign language, the basic communicative competence that lets them express 
and to understand simple messages that arise in everyday situations.

c) To know and value the natural, social and cultural environment, and to be able to take action in the 
prevention and care of the environment.

d) To know and value the animals close to the human sphere and to adopt behaviors to foster the 
animals’ protection.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE AIMS 

The present unit will work on all the foreign language aims, but especially on these ones:

a) To listen and to understand messages in various verbal interactions, using the information transmitted 
for the execution of diverse concrete tasks related to its experience.  

b) To express and to interact orally in usual and simple situations and to promote communication by 
working in groups, using non verbal and verbal procedures and adopting a respectful attitude and of 
cooperation.  
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c) To know how to get information from different resources in order to write diverse texts with various 
purposes on previously treated topics in the classroom and with the aid of samples. 

d) To read of comprehensive form diverse texts, related to its experiences and interests, extracting 
specific and general information according to a prior purpose.

e) To value the foreign language, and all the languages in general as media and understanding among 
people of origins and diverse cultures and as a tool of  communication and learning of different 
contents. 

f) To use the knowledge and the previous experiences with other languages for autonomous and 
efficient, faster acquisition of the foreign language.

AIMS IN THE THIRD CYCLE 

a) To collaborate in the planning and execution of activities in group, to respect the speaking turn 
in debates and to develop a role in it, to accept the norms that are established democratically, 
respecting different points of view, and to assume the responsibilities that correspond.

b) To establish relations with the people, valuing the differences of social type, showing attitudes of 
solidarity and tolerance and rejecting any discrimination.

c) To communicate their opinions and feelings and to be receptive to others, using creatively the 
different languages (verbal, corporal, plastic, graphic…), developing the sensibility esthetics, the 
capacity of enjoying and the logical thought.

d) To identify and to present questioning and problems from the trip, declaring curiosity by understanding 
the environment that surrounds them.

e) To declare a positive attitude toward the well done and reflexive work, valuing its practical utility and 
its formative and playful potentialities.

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES AIMS

The knowledge of teaching the cultural, social, and natural environment in this phase will have their 
objective to development with these following capacities: 

1- To identify the main elements of the cultural, social, and natural environment, analyzing its 
organization, its characteristics and interactions and progressing the control of spatial environments 
increasingly more complex.  

2- To behave according to the habits of health and personal care that are derive from the knowledge of 
the human body, showing an attitude of acceptance and respect by the individual differences (age, 
sex, physical characteristics, and personality)

3- To participate in activities in groups, adapting a supportive, constructive and responsible behaviour, 
respecting the basic principles of the democratic operation.  

4- To analyse some demonstrations of the human intervention in the environment as well as valuing its 
critically and adopting behaviour in the everyday life of defence, recovery of the ecological balance 
and of conservation of the cultural patrimony.  

5- To recognize the cultural, social, and natural environment, the changes and transformations related 
to the passing of time and to investigate some relations of simultaneousness and succession to apply 
these to knowledge they know, to the comprehension of other historic moments.

6- To express and to represent facts, concepts and processes of the cultural, social, and natural 
environment by means of cartographic, graphic, numerical codes and other.  

7- To identify, to be presented and to resolve curious questions and problems related to significant 
elements of the environment, utilizing strategies of search and information processing, formulation 
of conjectures are put to test, alternatives solutions  are exploration and the reflection of their own 
process of learning.  
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8- To plan and to carry out projects, devices and simple apparatuses with a purpose previously 
established, utilizing the knowledge of the elementary properties of some materials, substances and 
objects.

9- To utilize the information technologies and the communication to obtain information and like an 
instrument to learn and to share the knowledge, valuing its contribution to the improvement of the 
living conditions of all the people.

DIDACTIC AIMS 

Didactic aims are divided into cognitive, attitudinal and pedagogic ones. Cognitive aims correspond 
to students’ learning concepts. Attitudinal aims make reference to attitudes that students develop, and 
pedagogic aims are teaching procedures that are closely linked to students’ learning.

COGNITIVE AIMS
 
• To be able to learn specific information about the marshes.
• To be able to learn vocabulary related to the marshes: wetland reserve, estuary, spoonbills, flamingoes, 

storks, cormorants, ospreys, tamarisk, rosemary, glassworts, junipers and stone pines.
• To be able to learn about the protection of endangered animals.
• To be able to distinguish between different animals and plants.
• To be able to get familiarised with the environment of Huelva.
• To be able to learn grammar structures: There is/ There are. Present Simple.

ATTITUDINAL AIMS

• To be able to learn to respect the environment.
• To promote recycling.
• To be able to be tolerant with the classmates and teacher.
• To be able to be positive and motivated.
• To be able to participate in all the activities.
• To enjoy through learning.

PEDAGOGIC AIMS

• To facilitate students to be open – minded.
• To facilitate students a new way of learning through experience.
• To facilitate students different resources for those experiences.

BASIC COMPETENCES

This teaching unit favors the development of the following competences:

• Communicative linguistic competence.
• Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
• Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
• Competence in personal autonomy and initiative.
• Cultural and artistic competence.
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METHODOLOGY

This teaching unit is drawn upon Crown Decree 2/2006, May the 3rd, article 6.2, by which the curriculum 
for Primary Education is established, and which sets the curriculum for the Foreign Language Area is based 
on the Communicative Approach, and Junta de Andalucía Decree 230/2007, July the 31st, advocating for 
the learning of a foreign language through Content and Language Integrated Language methodology. 
In this sense, we will try to develop the students’ linguistic skills (listening, speaking, writing, reading), 
inductively through the natural use of concepts belonging to the field of natural sciences.

The CLIL methodology (Content and language integrated learning) consists on developing a common 
subject, in this case natural, social and cultural sciences, in a foreign language “English”.

In these classes, the students learn how to use correctly the new languague while they learn the subjects 
contents.

In this case, the objective is to teach students in the marshes about the natural, social and cultural 
sciences in the foreign language while they are able to experience it in the context.

CONTENTS

Course: 6th Title:
A trip to Marismas del Odiel

Duration: 3 lessons
Time: March   

    JUSTIFICATION

This unit is important because students can learn different abilities and information about the 
environment that surrounds them. Besides, with the development of this unit the students will be able 
to be respectful towards the nature.

•     FINAL TASK: Make posters. Debate.

    UNIT OBJECTIVES 

• To be able to learn specific information about the marshes.
• To be able to learn vocabulary related to the marshes: wetland reserve, estuary, spoonbills, 

flamingoes, storks, cormorants, ospreys, tamarisk, rosemary, glassworts, junipers and stone 
pines.

• To be able to learn about the protection of endangered animals.
• To be able to distinguish between different animals and plants.
• To be able to get familiarised with the environment of Huelva.
• To be able to learn grammar structures: There is/ There are. Present Continuous.
• To be able to learn to respect the environment.
• To promote recycling.
• To be able to be tolerant with the classmates and teacher.
• To be able to be positive and motivated.
• To be able to participate in all the activities.
• To enjoy through learning.

BASIC COMPETENCES 

• Communicative linguistic competence.
• Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
• Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
• Competence in personal autonomy and initiative.
• Cultural and artistic competence.



79

UNIDADES DIDÁCTICAS EN INGLÉS PARA SALIDA ESCOLAR A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL

CONTENTS

ENGLISH

Block 1: Listening, speaking and conversing:
 o Greeting and farewell routines.
 o Oral interaction.
 o Comprehensive listening with visual help.

Block 2: Reading and writing
 o Comprehensive reading of small texts with different aims.
 o Answer the questions

Block 3: Language awareness
 o Question and short answer: Is there any? There is/ are.
 o Vocabulary about the flora and fauna of the Odiel salt marshes.
 o Memorizing and using the vocabulary.
 o Foreign language is used in any situation which is interested.
 o Progressive use of media to look for information.
 o Self confidence in the use of a foreign language.

Block 4: Socio-cultural aspects and intercultural awareness.
 o Share with others our knowledge and experience about the environments.
 o Learn differences between animals and plants.
 o Foreign language is valuated as a communicative tool.

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES

Block 1: The environment and its conservation.

• Use and interpretation of graphics (map).
• Importance of the human behaviours through the environment.
• Interest of Huelva’s landscape diversity.

Block 2: Living beings diversity.

• Use of animals and plants identificating guides.
• Observation of animals and plants, their way of living and its habitat.

Block 3: Personal development

• Capacity to develop the autonomy to take your own decision.

Block 6: Matter and energy.

• Garbage production, contamination and environmental impact.
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CONNECTION WITH OTHER AREAS

• Artistic education: Make posters with the 
information got from the visitors centre and 
make animals with recycling materials.

• Mathematics.

EDUCATION IN VALUES

• Civic and moral education: Keeping amd 
respecting.

• Environment education: Respect our 
environment. Promote recycling.

• Tolerance.

    

    
    RESOURCES

→ Flashcards, cardboards, recycled materials, pencils, cameras, newspaper articles, maps, notebooks, 
audiovisual information, a PowerPoint presentation, glue, and scissors.

 
    EVALUATION

Tools: Direct observation checklist, participation and implication in the activities report, respect of 
the environment record, debate record, poster task.

 
Criteria:    

 o  To be able to identify and name the different animals and plants.
 o  To be able to learn vocabulary about the marshes.
 o  Make posters with the trip information.
 o  To be able to discuss autonomously about the bridge construction and real life aspects.
 o  To be able to get information from different resources.
 o  To be able to orientate in any place using a map.
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ACTIVITIES/TIME DISTRIBUTION 

OPENING ACTIVITIES

MAIN ACTIVITIES

CLOSING ACTIVITIES

LESSON 1: Before the trip

• Warm up: Greet and hello routines (Ask students about the date, the weather and commands)
• A brief introduction about the flora and fauna of the marshes (vocabulary related to it).

  A dynamic introduction speech will be given by a representative from the Marismas del Odiel Park. It 
will contain important information about the marshes in order to prepare the children for the visit.

This information will include visual support, a brief powerpoint presentation and a small selection of 
different animals and plants from the Marismas del Odiel.

• Remember the classroom rules.
• After the speech, the representative will show pupils different flashcards about plants and animals 

and they will have to recognise them
• Farewell:Goodbye routine.

LESSON 2: Trip

• Greet and hello routines.
• A short sightseeing in the marshes to get students familiarialized with the environment.
• Remaining the last class vocabulary through examples.

TREASURE MAP

 - The pupils have to look for information about the flora (junipers pines) and fauna (flamingoes, 
cormorants and little egrets) of the marshes. The task consists on finding out information related to 
those animals and plants.

The route is divided in three points where the children have to visit it and get information from: the 
museum, a view point of animals and a natural place with different plants.

In the museum, the children have to look for information from boards, tools, samples of vegetation 
and animal life, archeological remains and audiovisual information on the salt marshes.

At the view point, in groups of 4 or 5 people, the pupils will do photographs of the animals for the 
post task. 
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Student Workbook

BEFORE THE TRIP

LESSON 1. OPENING ACTIVITY: A BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE MARISMAS DEL ODIEL.

LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL NATURAL AREA 

By Jo Williams 
The Paraje Natural de las Marismas del Odiel is the second most significant wetland reserve in Andalucía 

after the Parque Nacional de Doñana. This large estuary and marshland of the Odiel and Tinto rivers covers 
72-sq-km between Huelva City, Punta Umbría, Gibraleón and Aljaraque. It was granted protected status 
in 1989. The best time to visit is in spring during the breeding season and in winter when there are lots of 
waterfowl. 

Within the Odiel nature reserve are some smaller protected areas: the Reserva Natural Marismas del 
Burro between Gibraleón and Huelva city; the Reserva Natural Isla de Enmedio between Aljaraque and 
Punta Umbría; the Paraje Natural Estero de Domingo Rubio south of La Rábida; and the Paraje Natural 
Lagunas de Palos y las Madres between Huelva and Mazagón. 

Flora and fauna
 

The marismas are renowned for their rich flora and fauna and are an important stopping place for migratory 
birds. A third of Europe’s spoonbill population lives here and in winter there are many aquatic birds here. 

The varied habitats range from salt and freshwater marshes, salt pans to intertidal islands, lagoons 
and creeks. These support a wealth of birdlife, the most important being between 300 and 400 pairs of 
spoonbills, along with grey and purple herons, flamingoes, storks, marsh harriers, little egrets, little terns, 
black-winged stilts, Kentish plovers, cormorants and ospreys. During migration and in winter you can see 
often thousands of flamingoes and waders. There is also a wide variety of gulls. 

There is an incredibly rich variety of vegetation in the marismas, including tamarisk, rosemary, glasswort, 
junipers and stone pines. On the dunes are white retama, thyme and sea lavender. In spring the marismas 
are smothered in blue and yellow salt marsh flowers. 

(See the flashcards used for the post task in the attachment).
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DURING THE TRIP

LESSON 2. ODIEL MARSHES: A TREASURE MAP.

FIND OUT THIS INFORMATION!

1 - Go to the museum and answer the following questions:

What is a marsh?
___________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Where are situated the marshes? (beach, mountains…)
___________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

What kind of flora and fauna can you find in it?
___________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Is there any animal or plant that you knew before? Which one?
___________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Is there any animal or plant in danger? Which one and why?
___________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

2 - Now take the map and go to the natural view point. In groups of 4 or 5, you have to take photos to 
the differents animals and plants that you can see. (This activity is for the final task in class)

Help: If you get closer to them in silence, you’ll take the best photos! 
Remember: You are the guest, so be quiet and respect the peace of the animals’ life.

3 – Finally, go to the natural place.
There will be a representative of the Odiel marshes that will facilitate students (and help) with a few 

junipers pines to replant them. This activity will be done by groups of 4 or 5 in order to get students 
concerned about the importance of the environment.

DON’T FORGET TO ASK STUDENTS TO BRING RECYCLED MATERIALS FROM HOME!

AFTER THE TRIP

The class will be divided into two parts.
In the first part, the class will do posters using the photos and information  that they got from the trip. 

Aswell as, they will make different animals and plants using the recycled materials in order to complete 
the posters.

In the second part, the students will have a debate about the construction of a bridge between Punta 
Umbría and Huelva that cross the marshes. For this, they will read a newspaper article in order to get some 
information and to make their own conclusions.
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ANNEX I

BEFORE THE TRIP ACTIVITY

FLASHCARDS
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GLASSWORTS
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CORMORANT
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FLAMINGO
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LITTLE EGRET
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STORK

JUNIPER PINE
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ROSEMARY
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TAMARISK
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ATTACHMENT II

Extension worksheet unit

ACTIVITY Nº1:  WORDSEARCH

Find in the wordsearch the following words: little egret, cormorant, flamingo, juniper pine, rosemary, 
glassworts, stork and tamarisk.

L S O M C C E L I A J S

I J G D R B R D A F U E

T A M A R I S K S Y N E

T N I V U V C J E R I F

L I S I T N O O T A P O

E P A D S M R P Y M E G

E E M Z Y U M D G E R N

G L A S S W O R T S P I

R S T T I G R I L O I M

E D X O M L A B D R N A

T S A R A O N M S J E L

Z A P K F N T Q W L M F
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ACTIVITY Nº2:  SOLVE THE PROBLEM AND FIND THE MISSING WORD

Use your knowledge to guess the  missing letters and you will find a message.
You will have to use your mathematical knowledge to get the phrase. Use the numbers and letters!

   

24 
 

ACTIVITY Nº2:  SOLVE THE PROBLEM AND FIND THE MISSING WORD 
 
Use your knowledge to guess the  missing letters and you will find a message. 
You will have to use your mathematical knowledge to get the phrase. Use the numbers 
and letters! 
A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1

0 
1
1 

1
2 

1
3 

1
4 

1
5 

1
6 

1
7 

1
8 

1
9 

2
0 

2
1 

2
2 

2
3 

2
4 

2
5 

2
6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1) 24 + 12 
         2 

8) 200 
   10 

11) 32 + 18 
 10 

2) 32 + 18 
       10 

9) 18 + 6 
       3 

12) 56 – 14 
           3 

3) 38 
     2 

10) 32 + 18 
 10 

13) 66  
       3 

4) 40 + 8 
        3 

 14) 41 + 4 
        5 

5) 32 + 18 
       10 

 15) 24 + 12 
         2 

6) 9 
   3 

 16) 95 - 20 
         5 

7) 200 
     10 

 17) 56 – 14 
           3 

  18) 28 – 2 
           2 

  19) 32 + 18 
         10 

  20)56 – 14  
          3 
21) 200 
       10 
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___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___

1         2        3        4        5        6        7

___ ___ ___

8     9     10

        ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___   ___    ___   ___ !

   11       12      13      14      15    16    17    18     19      20    21
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SOLUTIONS

ACTIVITY Nº1:

L S O M C C E L I A J S
I J G D R B R D A F U E
T A M A R I S K S Y N E
T N I V U V C J E R I F
L I S I T N O O T A P O
E P A D S M R P Y M E G
E E M Z Y U M D G E R N
G L A S S W O R T S P I
R S T T I G R I L O I M
E D X O M L A B D R N A
T S A R A O N M S J E L
Z A P K F N T Q W L M F

ACTIVITY Nª2: 

RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT!
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20/01/2011

1
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20/01/2011

2
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20/01/2011

3

http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=es&langpair=es|en
&u=http://waste.ideal.es/odiel.htm&client=tmpg

http://www.andalucia.com/environment/protect/odiel.htm

NEXT

http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=es&langpair=es|en
&u=http://waste.ideal.es/odiel.htm&client=tmpg

http://www.walking-holidays-spain.com/parks/Andalucia/Las-
Marismas-Odiel.htm

NEXT
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20/01/2011

4

http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=es&langpair=es|en&u=
http://waste.ideal.es/odiel.htm&client=tmpg

http://www.visithuelva.com/andalusian_adventures/the_odiel_e
stuary_salt_marshes.asp

NEXT

http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=es&langpair=es|en&u=
http://waste.ideal.es/odiel.htm&client=tmpg

http://www.andalucia.com/environment/protect/odiel.htm

NEXT
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20/01/2011

5

http://www.andalucia.org/espacios-naturales/paraje-
natural/marismas-del-odiel/?set_language=en

http://www.andalucia.com/environment/protect/odiel.htm

NEXT

http://www.iberianature.com/material/wild_nature_sites/M
arismas_del_Odiel%20_nature.htm

http://www.fuertehoteles.com/guia/tourism/natural-
park/marismas-odiel.htm

NEXT
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20/01/2011

6

http://pnmarismasdelodiel.com/mdo/Presentacion.html

http://waste.ideal.es
/videos/espatula-

video.htm http://waste.ideal.es
/videos/flamencos-

video.htm

http://waste.ideal.es/
videos/garceta-
cortejo-video.htm

NEXT
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A DAY TRIP TO ODIEL SALT MARSHES

INTRODUCTION

The present Teaching Unit follows the recommendations of the School Curricular Project, the Order 
2/2006, May 3rd of Education (LOE), together with the Decree 1513/2006 of December 7th, which states 
the minimum learning process of Primary Education, and the Decree 230/2007 of July 31st, for the 
establishment and the teaching-learning process corresponding at Primary Education in Andalucía, for the 
rights of people to be taught and the principles which help to do the objectives, the structures, and the 
organization of the Educational System, according with the Constitution.

In a multicultural and plurilingual society, the knowledge of a second language contributes to develop 
communication (oral and written comprehension and expression), as well as increasing knowledge and 
experiences of other ways of life and cultures, but also of our own context. Language and environment are 
intertwined to contribute to the knowledge of the world and appreciation of nature.

In plurilingual education the teaching interests are focused on helping the students to achieve the 
four basic skills in Foreign Language: listening, speaking, writing and reading, based on content-based 
instruction. Language is a means of communication and not an isolated matter of study for primary 
students.

This Teaching Unit pretends to fulfill a lacuna in plurilingual syllabuses, in which integrated curriculum is 
usually focused on the school or classroom context. A trip to Odiel Salt Marshes represents an important 
activity to our students at their ages as they can learn some elements of nature, cycle of nature and 
above all, learn the respect towards the environment. For this reason, a thorough teaching unit has been 
designed to facilitate the teaching-learning process before, during, and after the trip.

AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE

According to Article 18 Ley Orgánica 2/2006, 3rd May, Education, the areas, on which this teaching unit 
is based on, are Natural, Social and Cultural Sciences, and Foreign Language.

AIMS

AIMS FOR THE STAGE OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

In this teaching unit we will work especially on the following aims:

a) To develop individual and teamwork skills and abilities, effort and responsibility in the study, and 
attitudes of confidence in itself, critical sense, personal initiative, curiosity, interest and creativity in 
learning.

b) To acquire the basic communicative competence in a foreign language, that would enable the 
students to express and to understand simple messages that arise in everyday situations.

c) To know and value the natural, social and cultural environment, and to be able to take action in the 
preservation and care for the environment.

d) To know and value the animals living in close proximity with humans and to adopt behaviors to foster 
the animals’ protection.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE AIMS

The present unit will work on all foreign language skills, but especially on the following:
a) Listening and understanding content in various verbal interactions, using the information transmitted 

for the execution of diverse concrete tasks related to its experience.  
b) To express and to interact orally in usual and simple situations that have a content and known 

development, using non verbal and verbal procedures and adopting a respectful attitude and of 
cooperation.  

c) To write diverse texts, with the aid of samples, with various purposes on previously treated in the 
classroom topics. 
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d) To read and understand diverse texts, related to pupils experiences and interests, extracting particular 
or general information depending on their priority.

e) To value the foreign language, and all the languages in general as media and understanding among 
people of different cultures and as a tool for learning. To use the knowledge and the previous 
experiences with other languages for autonomous and efficient, faster acquisition of the foreign 
language.

AIMS IN THE THIRD CYCLE

a) To understand and appreciate the values and standards of living, learning to act under them, 
to prepare students for active citizenship and respect for human rights, as well as pluralism in a 
democratic society itself. 

b) To develop individual and teamwork skills and abilities, effort and responsibility in the studio, and 
attitudes of confidence in itself, critical sense, personal initiative, curiosity, interest and creativity in 
learning

c) To know, understand and respect differences of cultures and individuals, equal rights and 
opportunities of men and women and non-discrimination of people with disabilities. 

d) To acquire at least in one foreign language a basic communicative competence, which would enable 
them expressing and understanding simple messages and dealing with everyday situations. 

e) To know and value their natural, social and cultural environment as well as the ways of caring for 
them. 

f) To introduce into the use, for learning, of the information technology and communication to 
developing a critical mind to the messages received and processed.

g) Use different representations and artistic expressions and started in the construction of visual 
proposals. 

h) To understand and appreciate the animals that stay in close proximity with the human world and to 
encourage proper care and preservation of them.

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES AIMS

a) To identify the main elements of the natural, social and cultural environment through analyzing the 
organization, the features and interactions.

b) To collaborate in group activities with a responsible, constructive and supportive behavior; respecting 
the basic principles of the democratic operation.

c) To analyze some manifestations of the human interactions in the environment; evaluating it critically 
and adopting a defense stance in everyday life; restoration of the ecologic balance and cultural 
heritage conservation.

d) To interpret natural, social and cultural environmental concepts through cartographic codes.
e) To identify, consider and resolve questions and problems related to significant environment issues, 

using search and treatment information strategies.
f) To use the new information and communication technologies for obtaining information and as 

instrument for learning and sharing knowledge; valuing their contribution for the improvement of 
the life condition.   

DIDACTIC AIMS 

Didactic aims are divided into cognitive, attitudinal and pedagogic ones. Cognitive aims correspond 
to students’ learning concepts. Attitudinal aims make reference to attitudes that students develop, and 
pedagogic aims are teaching procedures that are closely linked to students’ learning.

COGNITIVE AIMS

a) To be able to look for information, select, organize and understand it.
b) To be able to freely express ideas or feelings orally in English.
c) To learn the vocabulary related to Odiel Marshes: general vocabulary (marshes, fauna, flora, animal 

conservation, endangered species, salt marshes, wetland, landscape and length), fauna (grey heron, 
flamingos, chameleon, lynx and spoonbill) and flora (these will be chosen by the students).
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ATTITUDINAL AIMS

a) To be able to work in groups and respect all classroom rules.
b) To be able to respect and care for the environment. 

PEDAGOGIC AIMS

a) To facilitate a good climate of work.
b)  To motivate and encourage the student to learning. 

BASIC COMPETENCES

This teaching unit favors the development of the following competences:
 o Linguistic communicative competence.
 o Knowledge of interaction with the world physical.
 o Data processing and digital competence.
 o Social and civic competence.
 o Artistic and cultural competence.
 o Competence of learning to learn.
 o Autonomy and initiative.

METHODOLOGY

This teaching unit is drawn upon Crown Decree 2/2006, May the 3rd, article 6.2, by which the curriculum 
for Primary Education is established, and which sets the curriculum for the Foreign Language Area is based 
on the Communicative Approach, and Junta de Andalucía Decree 230/2007, July the 31st, advocating for 
the learning of a foreign language through Content and Language Integrated Language methodology. 
In this sense, we will try to develop the students’ linguistic skills (listening, speaking, writing, reading), 
inductively through the natural use of concepts belonging to the field of natural sciences.

“CLIL refers to situations where subjects, or parts of subjects, are taught through a foreign language with 
dual-focused aims, namely the learning of content, and the simultaneous learning of a foreign language” 
(Marsh, 1994). 

“This approach involves learning subjects such as History, Geography or others, through an additional 
language. It can be very successful in enhancing the learning of languages and other subjects, and 
developing in the youngsters a positive ‘can do’ attitude towards themselves as language learners” (Marsh, 
2000).

The student does not acquire two different ways of acting and of communicating and without relation 
between each other, but it turns in plurilingual and develops interculturality.

Cultural and linguistic competences with regard to every language are modified by means of knowledge 
of another language and it helps to create a conscience, a few skills and

a few intercultural capacities. They allow that the student should develop a richer and complex 
personality, and they improve the later languages learning capacity and from opening to new cultural 
experiences.
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CONTENTS

      Course: 6th Title:
We are explorers!

Duration: 5 lessons
Time: March   

    Justification
    This is a very attractive topic since pupils’ psychological stage because it creates curiosity to learn 

new things while they are having fun.
- FINAL TASK: Make a “Pictionary” (dictionary of pictures).

    UNIT OBJECTIVES 
1. To be able to look for information, select, organize and understand it.
2. To be able to freely express ideas or feelings orally in English.
3. To learn the vocabulary related to Odiel Marshes: general vocabulary (marshes, fauna, flora, animal 

conservation, endangered species, salt marshes, wetland, landscape and length), fauna (grey heron, 
flamingos, chameleon, lynx and spoonbill) and flora (which will be chosen by the students).

4. To be able to work in groups and respect all classroom rules.
5. To be able to respect and care for the environment. 

BASIC COMPETENCES
     Linguistic competences (related to the contents of this unit), social and civic competence 

(class norms and didactic contracts), artistic and cultural competence (creation of a “Pictionary”), 
knowledge of interaction with the world physical (during all this didactic unit), data processing and 
digital competence (looking for information activity using a power point and Internet), competence of 
learning to learn (during all this didactic unit) and Autonomy and initiative (during all this didactic unit).
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    CONTENTS  

Block 1: Listening, speaking and conversing:
 o Oral interaction: questions, answers, discussions and debates through easy sentences according 

to the pupils’ level.
 o Comprehensive listening with visual help.

Block 2: Reading and writing
 o Comprehensive reading of short texts with different aims.
 o Answering questions related to the trip (following the workbook) and related to the power point 

activity (following the worksheet).
 o Composition of brief written texts related to the content of this unit (“Pictionary”).

Block 3: Language awareness
 o Question and short answer: Are there any...?, What is your favourite...?, Why...?
 o Vocabulary about characteristics of the animals and plants.
 o Memorizing and using the vocabulary.
 o Expressing one’s opinion, ideas and feelings: I think..., in my opinion..., I like..., I don´t like...

Block 4: Socio-cultural aspects and intercultural awareness.
 o Share with others our knowledge and experience of the environments.
 o Learn characteristics of animals and plants.

Block 5: The environment and its conservation.

 o Using and interpreting maps and pictures.
 o A human being as an environmental component and their capacity related to the nature.
 o Evaluation of the diversity and natural resources of Huelva’s environment and interest to know 

other landscapes.

Block 6: Living organisms’ diversity.

 o Using of keys and guides of animal and plant identification.
 o Looking for information related to living organism and their life conditions.

Connection with other areas

· Artistic education: Make a “Pictionary” (dictionary of 
pictures) about Odiel Marshes.

Education in values
    
- Civic and moral education: Keeping and 

respecting.
- Environment education: Respect our 

environment. 

    
    resources
· Flashcards, student’s workbook, worksheet, didactic contracts, computers, Internet, pictures, 

cameras, scissors, colour pencils, cardboards, glue and paper.
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 evaluation

The evaluation is based on different moments of the development of the unit, that is, in first place, an 
initial evaluation (brainstorming and interest of students); secondly, continuous evaluation (observation, 
revision, notes…) and finally a final evaluation (workbook and worksheets). Besides, not only the 
students, but also the teacher and the Educational Unit can be evaluated with final self- evaluation. 

Evaluating this Educational Unit further aspects are taken into account:
1. The observation carried out, during the whole process, by the teacher about the work of the 

students, paying attention to the assessment the criteria defined.
2. The analysis of the works carried out during the whole development of the unit. 

CRITERIA:
· To be able to identify and name the different animals and plants.
· To have good behavior in the different activities.
· Complete a workbook during the trip.
· Make a “Pictionary” related to Marismas del Odiel.
· Learn vocabulary related to Odiel Marshes. 
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    ACTIVITIES/TIME DISTRIBUTION  

 

 

 

OPENING 
ACTIVITIES 

 

MAIN ACTIVITIES 

 

CLOSING 
ACTIVITIES 

LE
SS

O
N

 1
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nd
 2

: B
ef
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e 

th
e 

tr
ip

 

 
- Greetings and 
hello routines. 
  
 
-Brain storming 
The teacher 
shows a picture 
related to Odiel 
Marshes and asks 
some questions. 
The main ideas 
will be written 
down. 
 

 
-Didactic Contract for 
good usage of the 
computers. (See Annex 
II). 
 
-Looking for information 
The teacher divides the 
classroom in groups of 
four students and each 
group has a topic related 
to Odiel Marshes in a 
“power point quest”. 
Each group has to select 
and organize the 
information that they 
found with a worksheet 
(see Annex I) that the 
teacher gives to each 
group to guide the task. 
 
 

 
-Oral discussion 
Each group present 
their information 
found in English 
with a guide: 
“We have found...” 
 

- Farewell: Goodbye 
routine. 
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LE
SS
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N

 3
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- Greetings and 
hello routines. 
 
- Didactic 
Contract for a 
good behaviour 
during the trip. 
(See Annex III). 
 

 

Odiel Marshes’s Trip 

- Make a trip to the Odiel 
Marshes. 

- Game “Reseach” 
All of us are going to be 
explorers that have to do 
a research. To fulfil on 
this work we should 
collect the information in 
the workbook and make 
pictures about the place, 
the animals and the 
plants that we are going 
to see there. Each 
member of each group 
will have a role: director 
(organizes and controls), 
writer (writes in the 
workbook) and 
photographers (make 
pictures). 
 

 

- Farewell: Goodbye 
routine. 
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- Greetings and 
hello routines. 
 
- Debate. 
For this activity, 
pupils are going 
to use their trip 
workbook. The 
debate consists 
of answering the 
workbook 
questions orally. 
First, the debate 
will be in small 
groups (the same 
groups as in the 
pre-task). Then 
we are going to 
do the debate 
with all the class. 
For that, the 
teacher will 
choose a student 
for moderating 
and another one 
for writing the 
main ideas. 
 

 

 

 

Final Tasks 

- “Pictionary” (dictionary 
of pictures). 
With the information 
gathered in Marismas del 
Odiel, the students 
should make a dictionary 
of pictures where they 
have to put pictures, 
names and information 
of the flora, fauna, 
characteristics, 
landscape... This work 
with other pictures at the 
end will be place in class 
in a didactic corner. 
(Example in Annex VII) 

 
-Evaluation from 
the students 
about their work, 
the trip and the 
activities. 
    

- Farewell: Goodbye 
routine. 
 

ATTENTION TO DIVERSITY 

According to Decree 2/2006, article 71, which establish that when students cannot 
get the most of their personal capacities and the stage aims, the teacher will do 
curricular changes and what is necessary to favor their progress. 

REINFORCEMENT AND EXTENSION ACTIVITIES        

O Extension worksheet unit. (See Annex V)  
O Extra activity: a class survey. (See Annex VI) 
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STUDENTS’ WORKBOOK 
 

NAME: 
 

WORKBOOK 
 

“MARISMAS DEL ODIEL” 
 

 
                           
 

 



116

LA EDUCACIÓN PLURILINGÜE: INGLÉS Y CONOCIMIENTO DEL MEDIO

 
  7.
- w

ha
t w

as
 th

e 
fu

nn
ie

st
 o

f t
he

 tr
ip

? 
 

 
 

 
 1

.- 
W

ha
t a

ni
m

al
s 

ha
ve

 y
ou

 s
ee

n?
 

   
  W

hy
? 

      
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  
      

2.
- Y

ou
r 

fa
vo

ur
ite

 a
ni

m
al

: 



117

UNIDADES DIDÁCTICAS EN INGLÉS PARA SALIDA ESCOLAR A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL

 
   3.
- F

LO
RA

: W
hi

ch
 p

la
nt

s 
ha

ve
 y

ou
 s

ee
n?

 
 

 
 

 
6-

. T
ic

k 
th

e 
re

as
on

s 
yo

u 
th

in
k 

th
is

 p
la

ce
 is

  
 W

ri
te

 th
e 

na
m

es
.  

im
po

rt
an

t:
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Be
ca

us
e 

it 
is

 v
er

y 
bi

g.
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Be
ca

us
e 

th
er

e 
ar

e 
m

an
y 

an
im

al
s 

an
d 

pl
an

ts
. 

 
 

Be
ca

us
e 

it 
is

 v
er

y 
bi

g.
 

4.
- H

av
e 

yo
u 

se
en

 fi
sh

? 
W

ri
te

 th
e 

na
m

es
 a

nd
 th

e 
 

co
lo

ur
 th

ey
 w

er
e.

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Be
ca

us
e 

it 
is

 n
ea

r 
th

e 
fa

ct
or

y.
 

 

Be
ca

us
e 

it 
is

 a
 p

la
ce

 w
he

re
 m

ig
ra

to
ry

 b
ir

ds
 s

to
p.

 

 

Be
ca

us
e 

I a
m

 h
er

e.
 

 

O
th

er
 r

ea
so

ns
: 

5.
-In

 O
di

el
 M

ar
sh

es
 th

er
e 

ar
e 

m
an

y 
bi

rd
s.

  
W

ri
te

 th
e 

bi
rd

´s
 n

am
es

 th
at

 y
ou

 h
av

e 
se

en
. 

        



118

LA EDUCACIÓN PLURILINGÜE: INGLÉS Y CONOCIMIENTO DEL MEDIO

 
 

 

Notes: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



119

UNIDADES DIDÁCTICAS EN INGLÉS PARA SALIDA ESCOLAR A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL

ANNEX I

Worksheet
Steps to search for information:

FLORA

1. - Web
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………….

2.- Find four plants …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………

1. Read all the information available on the pages indicated.
2. Discussion among the group to see what information is most relevant.
3.  Selection of most relevant information.
4.  Answer the questions between among the group work.
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Steps to search for information:

FAUNA

1. - Web

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2. - Find three birds and one crustacean. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..

1. Read all the information available on the pages indicated.
2. Discussion among the group to see what information is most relevant.
3.  Selection of most relevant information.
4.  Answer the questions between among the group work.
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Steps to search for information:

FAUNA

1. - Web

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2. - Find three birds and one mammal. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..

1. Read all the information available on the pages indicated.
2. Discussion among the group to see what information is most relevant.
3.  Selection of most relevant information.
4.  Answer the questions between among the group work.
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Steps to search for information:

CHARACTERISTICS 

1. - Web

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2. - Find the location and the marshes length.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………

1. Read all the information available on the pages indicated.
2. Discussion among the group to see what information is most relevant.
3.  Selection of most relevant information.
4.  Answer the questions between among the group work.
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Steps to search for information:

CHARACTERISTICS 

1. - Web

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2. - Find general and relevant Information about the Odiel marshes 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………

1. Read all the information available on the pages indicated.
2. Discussion among the group to see what information is most relevant.
3.  Selection of most relevant information.
4.  Answer the questions between among the group work.
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ANNEX II

Didactic contract about the good use of the computers:

DIDACTIC CONTRACT

 

  1. - Respect your classmates when you are working in groups.

 
2. - All students must participate in the work.

 
3. - Respect and use the material without damaging it.

 
4. - The students only have access to the web sites indicated by the teacher.

 
5. - All students must decide what information they want to choose.

 
6. - Look at all the available information and then pick and take the most important 
information to the group.

If any student doesn’t respect this contract he/she won’t participate in the explorer´s 
game during the visit of Odiel Marshes. 

 

TEACHER´S SIGNATURE                                                     STUDENT´S SIGNATURE
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ANNEX III

Didactic contract about the behavior during the trip:

DIDACTIC CONTRACT

  1. - Keeping good behaviour before, during and after the visit.

 
2. - During the visit the students have to work in groups and cooperation.

 
3. - Students will need to collect as much information as possible (pictures), which is 
required for the completion of further work.

 
4. - Respect and care for the place, its flora and fauna. For example, students shouldn’t 
leave rubbish behind.

   5. - The students can’t leave the group class.

 
6. - Students must pay attention to the guide and teacher.

If any student doesn’t respect this contract he/she will separate the group, leaving the 
explorer´s game and he/she won’t participate in the debate.

TEACHER´S SIGNATURE                                                          STUDENT´S SIGNATURE
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ANNEX IV

Pictures for the brain-storming:

www.visithuelva.com 1
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ANNEX V

Extension worksheet unit:

· Investigate, find and expand information on a specific element of the fauna and flora of Odiel 
Marshes, based on the student interest. 

· Ask and look for more vocabulary on the Odiel Marshes to increase the knowledge and the curiosity 
by themselves.

· Collecting all this information worked, the student will do a mural informative with drawings, images 
and information about a specific animal or plant.

ANNEX VI

Extra activity: a class survey

· Make a worksheet reviewing some of the most important vocabulary worked in the unit.

ACTIVITY 1: (For handicap students with special needs)

NAME:…………………………………………………………………….

Colour and match.

LYNX

LANDSCAPE

FLAMINGO

CHAMELEON
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ACTIVITY 2: (For fast learners)

NAME:…………………………………………………………………….

1. Write true or false ( T or F ) in the following sentences.

Sentences T/F
It is important to be careful with all the animals
There are also animals in the Odiel Marshes that are not good
Odiel Marshes is a place that does not affect us
It is allowed to throw garbage on the ground
I can pick/collect all plants that I want
Places like Odiel Marshes are very important for the human beings
Some animals there, do not need the other ones

2. Make a drawing related to the true sentences:



129

UNIDADES DIDÁCTICAS EN INGLÉS PARA SALIDA ESCOLAR A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL

ANNEX VII

Pictionary, a dictionary of pictures:

INTRODUCTION

 Odiel Marshes Natural Beauty Spot and Nature Reserve, declared a Biosphere Reserve by UNESCO, this 
interesting marshy area of 7,185 hectares, is situated at the mouth of the river Odiel, between the towns 
of Huelva, Gibraleon, Aljaraque and Punta Umbria, fro. In the interior there are the Nature Reserves of the 
Salt Marshes of El Burro, of 597 hectares and that of Isla de Enmedio, 480 hectares, which are notable for 
the degree of preservation of their ecosystems.

In the sandy ecosystems of the wetland areas there are salt cedars (Tamarix canariensis), black 
juniper (Juniperus phoenicea), kermes oak (Quercus coccifera), lentiscus (Pistacia lentiscus), Halimium 
halimifolium, rockroses (Cistus salvifolius) and rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis). In areas of low recent 
salt marshes Spartina marítima and Salicornia ramosissima appear. In the high salt arshes there are such 
characteristic species as Arthrocnemum macrostachyum and the singular Spartina densiflora. At the points 
of origin of the streams and in the peripheral swamps amarshy vegetation grows, made up principally 
of rushes (Juncus acutus y Juncus maritimus), bullrushes (Thypha dominguensis) and tamarisks (Tamarix 
canariensis).

Odiel is an obligatory stopping place for thousands of migratory birds. It is home to 30 % of the European 
population of spoonbills. Also there is the grey heron (Ardea cinerea), the purple heron (Ardea purpurea) 
and the marsh harrier (Circus aeroginosus). During the wintertime thousands of aquatic birds gather here; 
especially a large number of flamingos, about 2,000. Occasionally the black stork (Ciconia nigra), the 
Plegadis falcinellus and the crane (Grus grus) can be seen. We can also find the chameleon (in the sandy 
parts of the Saltes islands) and the lynx (in the wooded area).

FLORA

(Pictures with names)

FAUNA

(Pictures with names)

ENDANGERED SPECIES

(Pictures with names)

LANDSCAPES

(Pictures with names)





UNIDAD DIDÁCTICA PARA EDUCACIÓN PRIMARIA

EDUCACIÓN PLURILINGÜE: LENGUA 
EXTRANJERA (INGLÉS) Y CONOCIMIENTO DEL 

MEDIO NATURAL Y SOCIAL

EXCURSIÓN A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL (HUELVA)
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A DAY TRIP TO ODIEL SALT MARSHES

INTRODUCTION

The present Teaching Unit follows the recommendations of the School Curricular Project, the Order 
2/2006, May 3rd of Education (LOE), together with the Decree 1513/2006 of December 7th, which states 
the minimum learning process of Primary Education, and the Decree 230/2007 of July 31st, for the 
establishment and the teaching-learning process corresponding at Primary Education in Andalucía, for the 
rights of people to be taught and the principles which help to do the objectives, the structures, and the 
organization of the Educational System, according with the Constitution.

 
 In a multicultural and multilingual society the knowledge of a second language contributes to the 

development of communication (oral and written comprehension and expression), as well as increases 
knowledge and gives experiences of other ways of life and cultures also of our own context. Language and 
environment are connected together and contribute to the knowledge of the world and the appreciation 
of nature.

   In plurilingual education the teaching interests are focused on helping the students to achieve the 
four basic skills in Foreign Language: listening, speaking, writing and reading, based on content-based 
instruction. Language is a means of communication and not an isolated matter of study for primary 
students.

   This Teaching Unit pretends to fulfill a lacuna in plurilingual syllabuses, in which integrated curriculum 
is usually focused on the school or classroom context. A trip to Odiel Salt Marshes represents an important 
activity to our students at their ages as they can learn some elements of nature, cycle of nature and 
above all, learn the respect towards the environment. For this reason, a thorough teaching unit has been 
designed to facilitate the teaching-learning process before, during, and after the trip.

AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE

   According to Article 18 Ley Orgánica 2/2006, 3rd May, Education, the areas where this teaching unit is 
drawn upon is Natural, Social and Cultural Sciences, and Foreign Language.

 

AIMS

AIMS FOR THE STAGE OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

   In this teaching unit we will work especially on the following aims:

a) To develop individual and teamwork skills as well as attitudes of confidence in itself, critical sense, 
personal initiative, curiosity, interest and creativity in learning.

b) To acquire at least one foreign language, the basic communicative competence that lets students to 
express ideas and to understand simple messages that may appear in everyday situations.

c) To know and appreciate the natural, social and cultural environment, and to be able to take action in 
the protection and care of the environment.

d) To become familiar and respect the animals close to the human life and to adopt behaviors to foster 
the animals’ protection.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE AIMS

The present unit will work on all the foreign language aims, but especially on these ones:

a) To listen and to understand messages in various verbal interactions, using the information transmitted 
for the execution of diverse concrete tasks related to its experience. 

b) To express and to interact orally in usual and simple situations using non verbal and verbal procedures 
and adopting a respectful attitude and cooperation.  

c) To write diverse texts with various purposes on previously discussed subjects with the aid of 
samples. 

d) To read comprehensively diverse texts, related to students’ interests, extracting specific and general 
information according to a purpose.

e) To use the knowledge and the previous experiences with other languages for autonomous, efficient 
and faster acquisition of the foreign language.

AIMS IN THE THIRD CYCLE 

a) To know and appreciate the values and rules of interaction with others, preparing in that way for 
active citizenship and learn a  respect for human rights and pluralism in a democratic society.

b) To develop individual and teamwork skills as well as attitudes of confidence in itself, critical sense, 
personal initiative, curiosity, interest and creativity in learning.

c) To acquire at least one foreign language and basic communicative competence to be able to express 
and understand simple messages and deal with everyday situations.

d) To know and value their natural, social and cultural environment as well as the possibilities for action 
and care of it.

e) To use the information and communication technologies to develop critical awareness to the 
messages they receive and produce.

f) To know and appreciate the animals in the human environment and adopt ways to encourage their 
care.

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES AIMS

a) To identify the main elements of the environment, analyzing its organization, characteristics and 
interaction.

b) To participate in group activities by adopting responsible and constructive behaviour, and respecting 
the basic principles of democratic functioning.

c) To analyze some manifestations of human intervention in the environment, taking a critical point of 
view and adopt in a daily life a kind of behaviour which would help in the protection of ecological 
balance and conservation of cultural heritage.

d) To identify and answer questions and problems associated with significant elements of the 
environment, using searching strategies and a proper treatment of information, and to be able to 
reflect on their own learning process.

e)  To use new information and communication technologies as instruments to learn and share the 
knowledge and be able to appreciate its contribution to a daily life of humans.
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DIDACTIC AIMS 

Didactic aims are divided into cognitive, attitudinal and pedagogical ones. Cognitive aims correspond 
to students’ learning concepts. Attitudinal aims make reference to attitudes that students develop, and 
pedagogical aims are teaching procedures that are closely linked to students’ learning.

COGNITIVE AIMS

a) To know what is a marsh and its function.
b) To learn specific vocabulary from “Odiel Marsh” glossary ecosystem.
c) To distinguish between the different types of landscapes in “Odiel Marsh”.
d) To identify the most typical animals and plants in “Odiel Marsh”.

ATTITUDINAL AIMS

a) To develop the respect for the nature.
b) To develop curiosity and positive attitude to nature.
c) To respect the classmates and teachers.

PEDAGOGIC AIMS

a) To provide a wide range of resources for students.
b) To promote the atmosphere of communication.
c) To improve the relationship among pupils.

BASIC COMPETENCES

   This teaching unit favors the development of the following competences:

• Communicative linguistic competence.
• Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
• Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
• Competence in personal autonomy and initiative. 
• Data processing and digital competence.
• Social and citizen competence.

METHODOLOGY

   This teaching unit is drawn upon Crown Decree 2/2006, May the 3rd, article 6.2, by which the 
curriculum for Primary Education is established, and which sets the curriculum for the Foreign Language 
Area is based on the Communicative Approach, and Junta de Andalucía Decree 230/2007, July the 31st, 
advocating for the learning of a foreign language through Content and Language Integrated Language 
methodology. In this sense, we will try to develop the students’ linguistic skills (listening, speaking, writing, 
reading), inductively through the natural use of concepts belonging to the field of natural sciences. 

   Our teaching is plurilingual, so we use the CLIL method, more specifically using the method based 
task and communicative one. The task based method language teaching is an approach based on the use 
of tasks as the main units of planning and instruction in language teaching. We use the communicative 
method to enhance oral interaction, where students communicate with a real life´s language. Through 
motivating and attractive tasks we enhance motivation in the students and the desire to communicate. 
Through these methods, we develop the use of the four language skills (listening, speaking, reading and 
writing).
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We have used, as Dewey did, a flexible, inclusive, participatory, active and experiential methodology 
attending to educators. The teacher in active learning is the one who assumes the role of mediator in a 
teaching-learning process.

CONTENTS

Course: 6th Title: Visit to Odiel Marsh Duration: 5 lessons/ Time: March   

    JUSTIFICATION

This unit is designed for third cycle primary education students. We will include contents related to 
the environment of the students, which will produce a motivating learning because we are able to put 
the theory into practice. Odiel marshes is an important natural area, so it is essential to exploit this 
place in order to create a meaningful learning for students and they are able to know and to enjoy 
with the fauna and flora that they will see, in that privileged place. 

    UNIT OBJECTIVES 

1. To know what is a marsh and its function.
2. To learn specific vocabulary from “Odiel Marsh” glossary ecosystem.
3. To distinguish the different types of landscapes in “Odiel Marsh”.
4. To identify the most typical animals and plants in “Odiel Marsh”
5. To learn the respect for nature.
6. To develop curiosity and positive attitude to nature.
7. To respect the classmates and teachers.

BASIC COMPETENCES 

1. Communicative linguistic competence.
2. Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
3. Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
4. Competence in personal autonomy and initiative. 
5. Data processing and digital competence.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE AREA

Block 1: Listening and speaking

• Oral interaction in real or simulated situations with progressive autonomy, efficiency and 
complexity.

• Development of basic strategies to support comprehension and oral expression: use of visual 
context and non-verbal context as well as the prior knowledge on the subject or situation 
transferred from the languages.

• Assessment of the foreign language as a tool to communicate.

Block 2: Reading and writing

• Reading and understanding of different written and digital texts.
• Assessment of the foreign language as a tool to communicate and learn.
• Interest in the care and presentation of written texts.

Block 3: Language awareness

• Identification and use of vocabulary and basic structures typical for the previously used a foreign 
language.

• Interest in using a foreign language in various situations.
• Progressive use of graphic media information technologies and communication.
• Confidence in one’s ability to learn a foreign language and value work cooperative.

Block 4: Socio-cultural aspects and intercultural awareness.

• Receptive and positive assessment of the people who speak another language and have a very 
different culture.

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES AREA

Block 1: The environment and its conservation.

• Humans as components of the environment and their ability to influence nature.
• Assessment of the diversity and richness of the landscapes of the Spanish territory and interest in 

becoming familiar with other landscapes.

Block 2: The diversity of living things.

• Finding information on living and living conditions.
• Sensitivity for the accuracy and precision in the observation of animals and plants and in developing 

related work.
• Developing habits of care and respect for animals and plants.

Block 3: Health and personal development. 

• Personal identity. Personal knowledge and self esteem. Autonomy in planning and implementation 
of actions and tasks. Development of initiative in decision making.

Block 4: People, cultures and social organization

• Rejecting stereotypes and all forms of discrimination and developing empathy to others.
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CONNECTION WITH OTHER AREAS

Artistic education.
Technological education

EDUCATION IN VALUES

Civic and moral education: Keeping and respecting 
the differences among pupils.
Environment education: Respect our environment. 

    
RESOURCES

Glossary, computers, Internet, flashcards, country notebook
Other resources: websites programme: Edraw max (Trial version).

EVALUATION

We will evaluate through the daily observation, which would be gathered in an individual reports. To 
evaluate we have to consider the whole teaching and learning process and include:
a. - An initial evaluation of our students at the beginning of the unit, in order to know their previous 
knowledge.
b. - The formative evaluation. During the whole process through different tasks referred to the 
contents.
c. - Final evaluation. That will take place at the end of the unit, taking into account the initial and 
formative evaluation.
Criteria:   
To identify and name the different animals and plants.
To participe in the classroom activities.
To make a country notebook, mind map and oral presentation.
To produce oral messages related to the contents worked and participate in very simple conversations 
with the rest of the group.
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8 
 

 

ACTIVITIES/ TIME DISTRIBUTION 

 

OPENING ACTIVITIES MAIN ACTIVITIES CLOSING ACTIVITIES 

LE
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 1
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k 

Flashcards 
 
The teacher will 

show flashcards 

with the animals, 

landscapes and 

vegetation from 

Odiel Marsh. The 

students should 

know the 

vocabulary 

connected with 

different pictures. 

 

 

 

Brainstorming. 
 
The teacher will ask the pupils 

some questions to prove what 

they know about Odiel Marsh 

in that way, the teacher can 

work taking into account the 

knowledge that students 

already have. 

 
1. Do you know Odiel Marsh? 
2. Have you ever been in Odiel 
Marsh? 
3. What can we find there? 
4. What do you understand by 
vegetation and fauna? 
5. Do you think that human 
intervention has damaged the 
Odiel Marsh? 
6. What can we do to preserve it? 

Guided search. 
 
This activity consists on looking for information 

on the Internet about Odiel Marsh with the 

help of the teacher. Everybody will look for the 

information at the same time and then we will 

comment the conclusions. 

 http://www.andalucia.com/environment/pro
tect/odiel.htm 
 http://www.scribd.com/doc/29453071/Betw
een-Sea-Land 
 http://www.jstor.org/stable/25098325?cooki
eSet=1 
 http://www.visithuelva.com/andalusian_adv
entures/the_odiel_estuary_salt_marshes.asp 
 http://www.icef.eawag.ch/abstracts/davy.pd
f 

 
- Location of place,  
- Describe briefly the place. 
- Specify and describe characteristic animals in 
Odiel marshes. 
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 Country notebook 
  

When the children are in Odiel Marsh they will complete the country notebook that they have seen and read 
previously in class. 
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To do a mind map. 

 
The students will put into practice the 

knowledge acquired through the 

elaboration of a mind map which 

organizes the contents studied about 

Odiel Marsh. It is also very important to 

use new technologies as a kind of support 

tools.  

 
Presentation. 

 
Finally, the students will explain the mind map and they will 

speak about the experience lived and about which mind map is 

for them the most interesting one. 

 

 

 
 

 

ATTENTION TO DIVERSITY 

According to Decree 2/2006, article 71 which says that when students cannot get the most of their personal capacities 
and the stage aims, the teacher will do curricular changes and all which is necessary to favour their progress. 
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Reinforcement and Extension activities        

O Reinforcement activities (see attachment number 3) 
O Extension activities (see attachment4). 
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Primary Education is established
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Attachment 2.

GLOSSARY:

• Marsh: a tract of low wet land, often treeless and periodically inundated, generally characterized by 
a growth of grasses, sedges, cattails, and rushes.

• Ecosystem: a system formed by the interaction of a community of organisms with their 
environment.

• High tide: the periodic rise of the waters of the ocean and its inlets, produced by the attraction of the 
moon and sun, and occurring about every 12 hours.

• Low tide: the periodic fall of the waters of the ocean and its inlets, produced by the attraction of the 
moon and sun, and occurring about every 12 hours.

• Biodiversity: diversity among and within plant and animal species in an environment.

• Salt marsh: a marshy tract that is wet with salt water or flooded by the sea.

•  Migration:  the process or act to go from one country, region, or place to another.

• Seaboard: the line where land and sea meet. 

• Fauna: the animals of a given region or period considered as a whole.

• Flamingo: any of several aquatic birds of the family Phoenicopteridae, having very long legs and 
neck, webbed feet, a bill bent downward at the tip, and pinkish to scarlet plumage. 

• Heron: any of numerous long-legged, long-necked, usually long-billed birds of the family Ardeidae, 
including the true herons, egrets, night herons, and bitterns.

• Chameleon: any of numerous Old World lizards of the family Chamaeleontidae, characterized by the 
ability to change the color of their skin, very slow locomotion, and a projectile tongue.

• Crane: any large wading bird of the family Gruidae, characterized by long legs, bill, and neck and an 
elevated hind toe.

• Stork: any of several wading birds of the family Ciconiidae, having long legs and a long neck and bill. 
Compare adjutant stork, jabiru, marabou def. 1, white stork, wood ibis.

• Vegetation: all the plants or plant life of a place:

• Rockrose: any plant of the genus Cistus or some allied genus, as Helianthemum

• Rosemary: an evergreen shrub, Rosmarinus officinalis, of the mint family, native to the 
Mediterranean region, having leathery, narrow leaves and pale-blue, bell-shaped flowers, used as a 
seasoning and in perfumery and medicine: a traditional symbol of remembrance.

• Pine: any evergreen, coniferous tree of the genus Pinus, having long, needle-shaped leaves, certain 
species of which yield timber, turpentine, tar, pitch, etc. Compare pine family.
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Attachment 3

Reinforcement activities

1. Match with a line the word with the correspond drawing:

                              

MARSH                                   FLAMINGO

CRANE                                    PINE

CHAMALEON                        ROCKROSE

                                                               

2. True or false:

• In Odiel marsh there is little different vegetation.
• Flamingo is not a bird.
• The marshes are one of the most important ecosystems in Huelva.
• The pine is the most important tree in Odiel marshes.
• Biodiversity is only referred to the plants.
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Attachment 4

Extension activities

1. Order the following sentences in its correct form:

• is favourite what your animal?

• How plants many you see do? 

• The pine my is plant favourite.

• Like I really marshes Odiel.

• You do the like chameleon? I yes it like.

2. Complete this crossword:

Horizontal:

1. The process or act to go from one country, region, or place to another.
2. A marshy tract that is wet with salt water or flooded by the sea.
3. All the plants or plant life of a place.
4. A tract of low wet land, often treeless and periodically inundated, generally characterized by a growth 

of grasses, sedges, cattails, and rushes.
5. A system formed by the interaction of a community of organisms with their environment.

Vertical:

1. Diversity among and within plant and animal species in an environment.
2. The animals of a given region or period considered as a whole.

3 
 

Attachment 4 
Extension activities 

1. Order the following sentences in its correct form: 

 

- is favourite what your animal? 
 

- How plants many you see do?  

 

- The pine my is plant favourite. 
 

- Like I really marshes Odiel. 

 

- You do the like chameleon? I yes it like. 

 
 

 

2. Complete this crossword: 
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Attachment 5

Flashcards
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A DAY TRIP TO ODIEL SALT MARSHES

INTRODUCTION
The present Teaching Unit follows the recommendations of the School Curricular Project, the Order 

2/2006, May 3rd of Education (LOE), together with the Decree 1513/2006 of December 7th, which states 
the minimum learning process of Primary Education, and the Decree 230/2007 of July 31st, for the 
establishment and the teaching-learning process corresponding at Primary Education in Andalucía, for the 
rights of people to be taught and the principles which help to do the objectives, the structures, and the 
organization of the Educational System, according with the Constitution.

In a multicultural and plurilingual society, the knowledge of a second language contributes to develop 
communication (oral and written comprehension and expression), as well as increasing knowledge and 
experiences of other ways of life and cultures, but also of our own context. Language and environment are 
intertwined to contribute to the knowledge of the world and appreciation of nature.

In plurilingual education the teaching interests are focused on helping the students to achieve the 
four basic skills in Foreign Language: listening, speaking, writing and reading, based on content-based 
instruction. Language is a means of communication and not an isolated matter of study for primary 
students.

This Teaching Unit pretends to fulfill a lacuna in plurilingual syllabuses, in which integrated curriculum 
is usually focused within the school or classroom context. A trip to Odiel Salt Marshes represents an 
important activity to our students at their ages, where they can learn elements, cycle of nature and above 
all, create the value of respect towards the environment. And for this reason a thorough teaching unit has 
been designed to facilitate the teaching-learning process before, during and after the trip.

AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE

 According to Article 18 Ley Orgánica 2/2006, 3rd May, Education, the areas where this teaching 
unit are drawn upon are Natural, Social and Cultural Sciences, and Foreign Language.

 

AIMS

AIMS FOR THE STAGE OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

In this teaching unit we will work especially on the following aims:

a) To develop habits of individual and teamwork, effort and responsibility in the study as well as 
attitudes of confidence in itself, critical sense, personal initiative, curiosity, interest and creativity in 
learning.

b) To acquire at least one foreign language, the basic communicative competence that lets them express 
and to understand simple messages that arise in everyday situations.

c) To know and value the natural, social and cultural environment, and to be able to take action in the 
prevention and care of the environment.

d) To know and value the animals close to the human sphere and to adopt behaviors to foster the 
animals’ protection.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE AIMS 

The present unit will work on all the foreign language aims, but especially on these ones:

1. To listen and to understand messages in various verbal interactions, using the information transmitted 
for the execution of diverse concrete tasks related to its experience.  

2. To express and to interact orally in usual and simple situations that have a content and known 
development, using non verbal and verbal procedures and adopting a respectful attitude and of 
cooperation.  
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3. To write diverse texts with various purposes on previously treated topics in the classroom and with 
the aid of samples. 

4. To use the knowledge and the previous experiences with other languages for autonomous and 
efficient, faster acquisition of the foreign language.

5 To identify phonetic aspects, of rhythm, accentuation, and intonation, as well as linguistic structures 
and lexical aspects of the foreign language and use them as basic elements for the communication. 

AIMS IN THE THIRD CYCLE 

• To listen and comprehend oral messages of progressive difficulty, like instructions or explanations.
• To read and write adequate texts of habitual situations of social relationship and texts for understand 

and find out.
• To interest for using the second language correctly in several situations.
• To use the skills and procedures like repetition, memory, association of words and expression with 

gesture and visual elements.
• To show interest for contact and communicate with speakers of the second language or other 

languages.

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES AIMS

• To use e interprets different representations about one single place (maps, photography of areas and 
other technological means).

• To value the water in nature, his pollution and waste. Actions for his good use.
• To know the human beings like components of the environment and his capacity of act in the 

nature.
• To value the diversity and wealth of landscape of the Spanish territory and interest for knowing 

landscape of other places.
• To use keys and guides of identification of animals and plants. 
• To observe and register some process associated with human beings live.

DIDACTIC AIMS 

Didactic aims are divided into cognitive, attitudinal and pedagogic ones. Cognitive aims correspond 
to students’ learning concepts. Attitudinal aims make reference to attitudes that students develop, and 
pedagogic aims are teaching procedures that are closely linked to students’ learning.

COGNITIVE AIMS

• To name animals and plants that live in Marshes of the Odiel
• To identify te vocabulary of Marshes of Odiel

ATTITUDINAL AIMS

• To respect rules of the communicative aspects
• To value of flora and the fauna of the Marshes of the Odiel
• To respect partners and the rules during the trip

PEDAGOGIC AIMS

• To introduce the vocabulary or expressions in the field of the students
• To favour the participation of the students during the Didactic Unit 
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BASIC COMPETENCES

 This teaching unit favors the development of the following competences:
1. Linguistic Communication Competence: To favor an adequate communitarian between the students 

and understanding oral and writing messages in the second language. 
2. Knowledge and Interaction with the physical world Competence: Know the flora and fauna of the 

Natural Park “Marismas del Odiel” like a resource of nature close to Huelva city.
3. Social and Citizen Competence: To respect the rules during the trip and the visit. Moreover, to respect 

themselves in communication in the foreign language.
4. Learning to Learn Competence: To wonder questions about the visit and things that we have learned 

about it.

METHODOLOGY

This teaching unit is drawn upon Crown Decree 2/2006, May the 3rd, article 6.2, by which the curriculum 
for Primary Education is established, and which sets the curriculum for the Foreign Language Area is based 
on the Communicative Approach, and Junta de Andalucía Decree 230/2007, July the 31st, advocating for 
the learning of a foreign language through Content and Language Integrated Language methodology. 
In this sense, we will try to develop the students’ linguistic skills (listening, speaking, writing, reading), 
inductively through the natural use of concepts belonging to the field of natural sciences.

The most basic issue on what we have based our didactic unit is the progression and structure of 
learning the different skills regarding the language. We have based our activities according to the natural 
organization in which we learn our own language.

CONTENTS

• Name animals and plants
• Vocabulary of Marshes of Odiel
• Rules of the communicative aspects
• Flora and fauna of the Marshes of the Odiel
• Respect of the partners and the rules during the trip

Course: 6th Title:
Come in to “Marismas del Odiel

Duration: 3 lessons
Time: April  

    JUSTIFICATION

It is important for the students to know their environment, and to know its flora and fauna, and value 
the importance of take care our environment. 

UNIT OBJECTIVES 

• To name animals and plants that live in Marshes of the Odiel
• To identify the vocabulary of Marshes of Odiel
• To respect rules of the communicative aspects
• To value the flora and the fauna of the Marshes of the Odiel
• To respect partners and the rules during the trip

BASIC COMPETENCES 

Linguistic Communication Competence (communication with students), Knowledge and Interaction 
with the physical world Competence (flora and fauna of “Marismas del Odiel”), Social and Citizen 
Competence (respect the rule) and Learning to Learn Competence (wonder questions about the visit). 
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CONTENTS

Block 1: Listening, speaking and conversing:
 o Greeting and farewell routines.
 o Oral interaction: question and answers.
 o Comprehensive listening with visual help.

Block 2: Reading and writing
 o Comprehensive reading of small texts with different aims.
 o Completing sentences with the unit´s vocabulary.

Block 3: Language awareness
 o Question and short answer: Are there any....?
 o Vocabulary about characteristics of the animals and plants

Block 4: Socio-cultural aspects and intercultural awareness.
 o Share with others our knowledge and experience about the environments.
 o Learn differences between animals and plants.

CONNECTION WITH OTHER AREAS

Artistic education: Make a poster 
with the rules of the trip

EDUCATION IN VALUES

Civic and moral education: 
Keeping and respecting.

Environment education: Respect 
our environment. 

    
RESOURCES

	workbook, flashcards, student notebook, scissors, colour pencil

 
EVALUATION

Tools: Direct observation, participation in the classroom activities, final task. 

Criteria:    
• To be able to use the vocabulary learned
• To be able to identify the vocabulary of Marshes of Odiel
• To be able to behave oneself and respect rules of the communicative aspects
• To be able to value the flora and the fauna of the Marshes of the Odiel
• To be able to respect the partners and the rules during the trip
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7 
 

ACTIVITIES/TIME DISTRIBUTION 

 

 Listening Listening/speaking Listening/speaking/rea
ding 

Listening/speaking/re
ading/ writing 

LE
SS

O
N

 1
: B

ef
or

e 
th

e 
tr

ip
 

Tell story 
about the 
penguin 

 

 

Teacher will 
show children 
some flashcards 
with the pictures 
of the vocabulary 

Teacher will show 
children some 
flashcards with the 
pictures of the 
vocabulary and their 
names written 
below; flashcards on 
the blackboard and 
the children will put 
the names next to 
the corresponding 
picture 

Individual sheet: 
children will write 
the names of the 
pictures 

LE
SS

O
N

 2
: T

ri
p 

Rules of the 
trip 

 

Explanation 
about animals 
and plants by the 
teacher. 
Meanwhile 
questions and 
answers 

In groups, children 
chek the vocabulary 
they are finding 

In groups, they 
write about some 
characteristics of 
the five more 
interesting animals, 
plants or geography 
to them 

LE
SS

O
N

 3
: A

ft
er

 th
e 

tr
ip

 

Teacher 
sums up the 
visit 

 

 

 

 

Teacher asks 
what they had 
seen, what they 
liked and discuss 

The speaker of each 
group reads the 
characteristics of 
the five more 
interesting animals, 
plants or geography 
to them 

Answer some 
questions about the 
visit: What did you 
see? Describe it. What 
did you like? Why? 

 

ATTENTION TO DIVERSITY 

According to Decree 2/2006, article 71, which establishes when students cannot get the most 
of their personal capacities and the stage aims, the teacher will do curricular changes and what 
is necessary to favor their progress. 
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Students
workbook
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PRE-TASK ACTIVITIES

1. Listen to the story about the penguin.

2. See the pictures and answer the question of your teacher. 

3. See the names of the pictures in exercise 2.

4. Write the names of these pictures.

                 

_______________       _________________          ______________     _________________

             

_________________     ________________      _________________    ________________

(note:this image has been taken from:
 http://www.lapumarada.net/imagenes/fotos-entorno/ria.jpg)

           

_______________       _______________           __________________
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TRIP-TASK ACTIVITIES

1. Listen to the rules of the trip.

2. Listen the explanation about animals and plants by your, and answer the questions of your teacher.

3. Make group of three. Choose a name for the group, a director, a speaker and a writer.

• Group name:
• Director:
• Speaker:
• Writer:

4. In group, check the vocabulary you are finding.

1 River

2 Marsh

3 Ria

4 Mud

5 Flamingo

6 Seagull

7 Heron

8 Eagle

9 Bush

10 Grass

11 Cord-grass
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5. In the same group, the writer writes about some characteristics of your five more interesting animals, 
plants or geography.
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POST-TASK ACTIVITIES

1. Listen to the summary of the trip.

2. Speak in class: “What have you seen?”

3. Make a discussion: “What have you enjoyed?”

4. The speaker of each group read the characteristics of your five more interesting animals, plants or 
geography.

5. Answer these questions about the visit, and then read it in your class.

a) What have you seen? Describe it.

b) What did you like? Why?

c) What things didn’t you like? Why?

d) What new things have you learnt?

e) Have you enjoyed the visit?
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ANNEX I

Story about the penguin

One day, we don’t know how, a penguin appeared in the Odiel’s Marsh suddenly and magically. Then, 

the penguin started looking for some friends or known animals, but he did not find anyone.

He decided to walk and ask to the other animals he met. But they were very weird and so different from 

the animals he was used to.

The first animal he found was the flamingo, who said:

What are you doing here? You are not from here. Here it is hotter than your place.

Then, the penguin kept on walking. And the next animal he found was the seagull, who said:

What are you doing here? You are not from here. Here there are more vegetation than in your place.

Then, the penguin kept on walking. And the next animal he found was the heron, who said:

What are you doing here? You are not from here. Here it is full of damp grass.

The penguin noticed the characteristics of Odiel’s Marsh. He noticed the differences from his place and 

he turned back to his place in the world.



UNIDAD DIDÁCTICA PARA EDUCACIÓN PRIMARIA

EDUCACIÓN PLURILINGÜE: LENGUA 
EXTRANJERA (INGLÉS) Y CONOCIMIENTO DEL 

MEDIO NATURAL Y SOCIAL

EXCURSIÓN A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL (HUELVA)

Esta unidad didáctica ha sido realizada por Francisco Antonio Díaz Cuesta, Jesús María Romero Gómez 
y Laura Vázquez Alfonso, alumnos de la asignatura Didáctica del Idioma I (inglés), curso 2009/10, bajo la 
supervisión pedagógica del profesor Fernando D. Rubio Alcalá.
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A DAY TRIP TO ODIEL SALT MARSHES

INTRODUCTION

The present Teaching Unit follows the recommendations of the School Curricular Project, the Order 
2/2006, May 3rd of Education (LOE), together with the Decree 1513/2006 of December 7th, which states 
the minimum learning process of Primary Education, and the Decree 230/2007 of July 31st, for the 
establishment and the teaching-learning process corresponding at Primary Education in Andalucía, for the 
rights of people to be taught and the principles which help to do the objectives, the structures, and the 
organization of the Educational System, according with the Constitution.

In a multicultural and plurilingual society, the knowledge of a second language contributes to develop 
communication (oral and written comprehension and expression), as well as increasing knowledge and 
experiences of other ways of life and cultures, but also of our own context. Language and environment are 
intertwined to contribute to the knowledge of the world and appreciation of nature.

In plurilingual education the teaching interests are focused on helping the students to achieve the 
four basic skills in Foreign Language: listening, speaking, writing and reading, based on content-based 
instruction. Language is a means of communication and not an isolated matter of study for primary 
students.

This Teaching Unit pretends to fulfill a lacuna in plurilingual syllabuses, in which integrated curriculum 
is usually focused within the school or classroom context. A trip to Odiel Salt Marshes represents an 
important activity to our students at their ages, where they can learn elements, cycle of nature and above 
all, create the value of respect towards the environment. And for this reason a thorough teaching unit has 
been designed to facilitate the teaching-learning process before, during and after the trip.

AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE

According to Article 18 Ley Orgánica 2/2006, 3rd May, Education, the areas where this teaching unit are 
drawn upon are Natural, Social and Cultural Sciences, and Foreign Language.

 
AIMS

AIMS FOR THE STAGE OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

In this teaching unit we will work especially on the following aims:

a) To develop habits of individual and teamwork, effort and responsibility in the study as well as 
attitudes of confidence in itself, critical sense, personal initiative, curiosity, interest and creativity in 
learning.

b) To acquire at least one foreign language, the basic communicative competence that lets them express 
and to understand simple messages that arise in everyday situations.

c) To know and value the natural, social and cultural environment, and to be able to take action in the 
prevention and care of the environment.

d) To know and value the animals close to the human sphere and to adopt behaviors to foster the 
animals’ protection.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE AIMS 

The present unit will work on all the foreign language aims, but especially on these ones:

a) To listen and to understand messages in various verbal interactions, using the information transmitted 
for the execution of diverse concrete tasks related to its experience.  

b) To express and to interact orally in usual and simple situations that have a content and known 
development, using non verbal and verbal procedures and adopting a respectful attitude and of 
cooperation.  

c) To write diverse texts with various purposes on previously treated topics in the classroom and with 
the aid of samples. 

d) To read of comprehensive form diverse texts, related to its experiences and interests, extracting 
specific and general information according to a prior purpose.

e) To value the foreign language, and all the languages in general as media and understanding among 
people of origins and diverse cultures and as a tool of learning of different contents.  
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AIMS IN THE THIRD CYCLE

a) To make the importation of some curriculum subjects in a foreign language easier.
b) To favor the updating of methodological aspects of foreign languages, inserting active and 

participatory methods positioned to the oral communication.

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES AIMS

Teaching Knowledge of the natural environment, social and cultural
development in this stage will aim development of the following capabilities: 

1. To identify the main elements of the natural environment, social and cultural analysis of their 
organization, their characteristics and interactions and progress in the domain of spatial areas increasingly 
complex. 

2. To behave in accordance with the habits of health and personal care arising from knowledge the 
human body, showing an attitude of acceptance and respect for individual differences (Age, sex, physical 
characteristics, personality). 

3. To participate in group activities by adopting responsible behavior, constructive and supportive, 
respecting the basic principles of democratic functioning. 

4. To recognize and appreciate the social group membership and cultural characteristics, appreciating 
the differences with other groups and the need to respect human rights. 

5. To analyze some manifestations of human intervention in the environment, critical appraisal and taking 
behavior in everyday life defense and recovery of ecological balance and cultural heritage conservation. 

6. To recognize the natural environment, social and cultural changes and transformations related to the 
passage time and investigate some relations of simultaneity and succession to apply this knowledge to the 
understanding of other historical moments. 

7. To interpret, express and represent facts, concepts and processes of the natural environment, social 
and cultural numerical codes, graphics, mapping and more. 

8. To identify, consider and resolve questions and problems associated with significant elements 
environment, using search strategies and information processing, making conjectures, testing of the 
same, exploration of alternatives and thinking about the learning process. 

9. To planning and implementing projects, devices, and simple devices with a pre-order established, 
using the knowledge of the elementary properties of some materials substances and objects.

10. To using information technology and communication for information and as a tool for learning and 
sharing knowledge, assessing its contribution to improving living conditions for all people.

DIDACTIC AIMS 

Didactic aims are divided into cognitive, attitudinal and pedagogic ones. Cognitive aims correspond 
to students’ learning concepts. Attitudinal aims make reference to attitudes that students develop, and 
pedagogic aims are teaching procedures that are closely linked to students’ learning.

COGNITIVE AIMS
 
• To be able to identify types of plants and animals in “Marismas del Odiel”
• To be able to know what an ecosystem is and its components
• To be able to know the ways to protect the environment
• To be able to write a description
• To be able to know different grammar structures such us:

• To be (Present, past and future)
• Have got (Present, past and future)
• Questions words
• Some/any
• Object  pronouns
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ATTITUDINAL AIMS

• To be able to analyze the diversity of living and nonliving beings that make up an ecosystem.
• To be able to explore the layer closest to the Earth’s surface: the biosphere.
• To be able to represent an ecosystem with the elements that compose it.
• To be able to differ the variety of ecosystems in our planet Earth.
• To be able to establish relations between the elements of weather and climate zones
• To be able to identify living beings that form a food chain.
• To be able to explain changes in a landscape caused by humans and the influence of landscape on 

the way of life.
• To be able to identify environmental problems and their solutions.
• To be able to undertake awareness campaigns on environmental care.

PEDAGOGIC AIMS

• Sensitization to the preservation of ecological balance.
•  Assessment of the biodiversity of our planet, and in particular natural heritage 

European, Spanish and interest in caring for the environment, pursuing activities 
contribute to this care.

• Denunciation of behaviors that significantly impair the environment.
• Interest campaigns that various agencies (public and private) develop 

for the improvement and environmental conservation; recycling of waste, consumption.
• Curiosity to know the surroundings and living elsewhere.
• Interest in expanding knowledge on elements of nature and wildlife, 

flora and climate.

BASIC COMPETENCES

This teaching unit favors the development of the following competences:

• Communicative linguistic competence.
• Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
• Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
• Competence in personal autonomy and initiative. 

METHODOLOGY

This teaching unit is drawn upon Crown Decree 2/2006, May the 3rd, article 6.2, by which the curriculum 
for Primary Education is established, and which sets the curriculum for the Foreign Language Area is based 
on the Communicative Approach, and Junta de Andalucía Decree 230/2007, July the 31st, advocating for 
the learning of a foreign language through Content and Language Integrated Language methodology. 
In this sense, we will try to develop the students’ linguistic skills (listening, speaking, writing, reading), 
inductively through the natural use of concepts belonging to the field of natural sciences.

CLIL refers to situations where subjects, or parts of subjects, are taught through a foreign language with 
dual-focused aims, namely the learning of content, and the simultaneous learning of a foreign language’ 
(Marsh, 1994). This approach involves learning subjects such as History, Geography or others, through an 
additional language. It can be very successful in enhancing the learning of languages and other subjects, 
and developing in the youngsters a positive ‘can do’ attitude towards themselves as language learners 
(Marsh, 2000).
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CONTENTS

Course: 6th Title:
Marismas del Odiel

Duration: 3 lessons
Time: March   

    JUSTIFICATION
  
  This is a very attractive and near topic since pupils’ psychological stage creates curiosity to learn new 

things while they are having fun.
•     FINAL TASK: To do a test about what they saw in Marismas del Odiel

    UNIT OBJECTIVES 

1. To identify and name different animals and plants.
2. To describe different terrestrial ecosystems.
3. To explain different characteristic of the animals and plants.
4. To know the food chain.
5. To learn about the importance of our environment. 

BASIC COMPETENCES 

This teaching unit favors the development of the following competences:

• Communicative linguistic competence.
• Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
• Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
• Competence in personal autonomy and initiative.

    CONTENTS

Block 1: Listening, speaking and conversing
 o Greeting and farewell routines.
 o Oral interaction: question and answers.
 o Comprehensive listening with visual help.

Block 2: Reading and writing
 o Comprehensive reading of small texts with different aims.
 o Completing sentences with the unit´s vocabulary.

Block 3: Language awareness
 o Question word
 o Vocabulary about characteristics of the animals and plants
 o Memorizing and using the vocabulary.

Block 4: Socio-cultural aspects and intercultural awareness
 o Share with others our knowledge and experience about the environments.
 o Learn differences between animals and plants.
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Connection with other areas

• Artistic education: Make a craft from  
recycled materials

Education in values
    
• Civic and moral education: Keeping and 

respecting.
• Environment education: Respect our 

environment. 

    
    RESOURCES

→ CDs, student notebook, scissors, colour pencils

 
    EVALUATION

Tools: Direct observation, participation in the classroom activities, final task, etc.
 

Criteria:     
              

 o  To be able to identify and name the different animals and plants.
 o Describe different terrestrial ecosystems
 o Explain relationships between living things in an ecosystem
 o To be able to identify the different plants and animals
 o To know the food chain
 o Understand the need to protect the environment organisation

 
BIBLIOGRAPHY

Decree 230/2007 July the 31st, in which the right order and the teaching corresponding to Primary 
Education in Andalucía is established.

Order of August the 10th, in which the curriculum and the evaluation in the teaching-learning process of 
the Primary Education in Andalucía is developed.

Organic Law 2/2006 May the 3rd, of Education (LOE).
Royal Decree 1513 of 2006 December the 7th, in which the minimum teaching for the Primary Education 

is established.
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STUDENT 
WORKBOOK
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1. Do the test about the food chain
             

1. What does the food chain start with?
a) Plants
b) Animals
c) People

2. Plants make their own food with...(4 elements)

 …...........................................................................................................................

3. Look at the following sentence: “Plants grow in the sunlight”

4. Which of the sentences below use the word “plant” with the same meaning?
a)  He works in a printing plant
b)  She has beautiful plants in her garden!
c)  Industrial plants are big buildings in the outskirts of towns

5. Write down the names of two plants- or fruits-you eat

 ….................................................................................................................................

6. Are you part of the food chain?
a) No I am not. I only eat plants and fish
b) Yes I am, like all humans
c) Scientists are studying it

7. What animals in the written text eat other animals? (3 at least)

 …......................................................................................................

8. This test is:
a) fictitious and imaginary
b) scientist and true
c) very short and easy

9. Are birds part of the food chain?
a) No, they are not
b) The text doesn´t say
c) Yes, of course, they are animals

2. Answer these questions:
Does every plant have the same texture? Draw a leaf and describe it.

What are the differences between them?

Do all plants smell equal? Why?
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ANNEX I
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THE FOOD CHAIN, by Cheryl Ryan, A-Z BOOKS.

AII animals eat to stay alive.
AII plants make food to stay alive.
Green plants make food. They use the soil, air, water and sunlight. 

Big animals eat plants.
Little animals eat plants.
            They are called plant eaters.
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These animals eat other animals.
They are called meat eaters.
Some animals eat both plants and meat.
Animals eat plants. Then, other animals eat the animals that eat plants. 

This is called a food chain. 

 Its seven links are linked one to another. 

Food chains start with plants.
Plants grow tall in the sunlight.
They grow big and green.
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The grasshopper eats big green leaves.
The grasshopper grows bigger.
The frog eats the grasshopper.
The frog grows bigger.

The fish eats the frog .
The fish grows bigger.
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The man catches the fish.
He cooks and eats the fish.
He grows big and strong.

This food chain has four links.

The first link is the grasshopper eating the plant.

 What are the other links?

The frog eating the grasshopper is the second link.

The fish that eats the frog is the third link.

The man eating the fish is the fourth link.
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TEACHER’S     PAPER
QUESTIONS                        THE FOOD CHAIN

   Q    Marks   Answers
1 1 A.  plants

2 2 Soil, water, light, air

3 1 B. She has such beautiful plants in her garden!

4 1 Lettuce, tomatoes, potatoes.... Any fruit

5 1 B. Yes I am, like all humans.

6 1 Frog, fish, man...

7 1 B. scientific and true

8 1 C. Yes, of course, they are animals.

9 2 No; because animals would eat me. Yes, because I like plants. Or anything appropriate.

10 7

a. Plants and animals make up the food chain. V

b. Plants cannot live without light V

c. Some plants -like cactuses- can live with no water at all.
All plants need water to live. /
Cactuses need (little) water to  live.

X

d. All meat eaters are bigger than plant eaters.
Not all meat eaters are bigger than plant eaters.
Some meat eaters are smaller than plant eaters.

X

e. All animals are part of the food chain. V

total 18
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TEST “MARISMAS DEL ODIEL”

NAME                                                                                                                            

SURNAME                                                                                                                    

1. What of the following animals can you see in 
“Marismas del Odiel”?

a) Flamingo
b) Koala
c) Lion

2. “ Marismas del Odiel” is in...
a) Britain
b) America
c) The south of Spain

3. Is “Sosa jabonera” considered a plant in “ Marismas 
del Odiel?

a) Yes, it is
b) No it isn´t
c) Yes but it isn´t a plant

4. What type of climate is there in this area?
a) Mediterranean
b) Polar
c) Dry

5. What type of animal is the spatula?
a) A mammal
b) A bird
c) An amphibian

6. What are the amphibians?
a) Animals that spend part of their lives under 

the water and part of their lives on land.
b) A dry type of plant 
c) A kind of animals that fly
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7. Which of the following rivers is an affluent of the Odiel 
river?

a) Guadiamar
b) Olivargas
c) Guadaira

8. Which of the following towns are next to “Marismas 
del Odiel”

a) Aracena
b) Ayamonte
c) Aljaraque



UNIDAD DIDÁCTICA PARA EDUCACIÓN PRIMARIA

EDUCACIÓN PLURILINGÜE: LENGUA 
EXTRANJERA (INGLÉS) Y CONOCIMIENTO DEL 

MEDIO NATURAL Y SOCIAL

EXCURSIÓN A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL (HUELVA)

Esta unidad didáctica ha sido realizada por Pablo Azócar Rozas, María Jesús Caro Castelli, Rocío Prieto 
Vizcaya y Pepa Rivas Sánchez, alumnos de la asignatura Didáctica del Idioma I (inglés), curso 2009/10, bajo 
la supervisión pedagógica del profesor Fernando D. Rubio Alcalá.
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A DAY TRIP TO ODIEL SALT MARSHES

INTRODUCTION

The present Teaching Unit follows the recommendations of the School Curricular Project, the Order 
2/2006, May 3rd of Education (LOE), together with the Decree 1513/2006 of December 7th, which states 
the minimum learning process of Primary Education, and the Decree 230/2007 of July 31st, for the 
establishment and the teaching-learning process corresponding at Primary Education in Andalucía, for the 
rights of people to be taught and the principles which help to do the objectives, the structures, and the 
organization of the Educational System, according with the Constitution.

In a multicultural and plurilingual society, the knowledge of a second language contributes to develop 
communication (oral and written comprehension and expression), as well as increasing knowledge and 
experiences of other ways of life and cultures, but also of our own context. Language and environment are 
intertwined to contribute to the knowledge of the world and appreciation of nature.

In plurilingual education the teaching interests are focused on helping the students to achieve the 
four basic skills in Foreign Language: listening, speaking, writing and reading, based on content-based 
instruction. Language is a means of communication and not an isolated matter of study for primary 
students.

This Teaching Unit pretends to fulfill a lacuna in plurilingual syllabuses, in which integrated curriculum 
is usually focused within the school or classroom context. A trip to Odiel Salt Marshes represents an 
important activity to our students at their ages, where they can learn elements, cycle of nature and above 
all, create the value of respect towards the environment. And for this reason a thorough teaching unit has 
been designed to facilitate the teaching-learning process before, during and after the trip.

AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE

 According to Article 18 Ley Orgánica 2/2006, 3rd May, Education, the areas where this teaching 
unit are drawn upon are Natural, Social and Cultural Sciences, and Foreign Language.

 

AIMS

AIMS FOR THE STAGE OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

In this teaching unit we will work especially on the following aims:
a) To develop habits of individual and teamwork, effort and responsibility in the study as well as 

attitudes of confidence in itself, critical sense, personal initiative, curiosity, interest and creativity in 
learning.

b) To acquire at least one foreign language, the basic communicative competence that lets them express 
and to understand simple messages that arise in everyday situations.

c) To know and value the natural, social and cultural environment, and to be able to take action in the 
prevention and care of the environment.

d) To know and value the animals close to the human sphere and to adopt behaviors to foster the 
animals’ protection.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE AIMS

The present unit will work on all the foreign language aims, but especially on these ones:
a) To listen and to understand messages in various verbal interactions, using the information transmitted 

for the execution of diverse concrete tasks related to its experience.  
b) To express and to interact orally in usual and simple situations that have a content and known 

development, using non verbal and verbal procedures and adopting a respectful attitude and of 
cooperation.  

c) To write diverse texts with various purposes on previously treated topics in the classroom and with 
the aid of samples. 
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d) To learn how to use all resources possible with a progressive autonomy, new technology included, to 
obtain information and to communicate in the foreign language.

e) To use the knowledge and the previous experiences with other languages for autonomous and 
efficient, faster acquisition of the foreign language.

AIMS IN THE THIRD CYCLE 

a) To develop the logical thinking, the aesthetic sensitivity and the creative ability, learning to enjoy, to 
respect and to appreciate critically own and other people’s work.

b) To use the appropriate procedures to obtain information in order to solve any situation, select it, 
organize it, process it, represent it, take decisions and reach them taking into account the required 
conditions to produce it.

c) To act and manage autonomously in everyday and civic activities among social groups, accepting the 
willingness and weakness.

d) To appreciate the importance of basic values which hold sway in life and the human coexistence 
within social groups from different spheres.

e) To promote capability to express own ideas in writing.
f) To establish honest and friendly relationships and collaboration to accept diversity of interests and 

opinions, assessing the contribution to development of personality. 
g) To participate in group activities adopting a constructive, responsible, supportive behaviour, 

appreciating own and other people’s contributions.

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES AIMS

a) To identify the principal elements in the natural, social and cultural environment, analyzing its 
organization, characteristics and interactions, and making progress in the mastery of spatial spheres 
more and more complex.

b) To participate in group activities adopting a constructive, responsible, supportive behaviour, 
respecting the basic principles of democratic operation.

c) To analyze some manifestations of human intervention in the environment, being critic and adopting 
behaviour in everyday life to protect and recover the ecologic equilibrium and conservation of 
cultural heritage.

d) To interpret, express and represent facts, concepts and process of the natural, social and cultural 
environment through numeric codes, graphs, cartographic and others.

e) To use the new technology in order to obtain information, as a tool to learn and share knowledge, 
appreciating its contribution to improvement of people’s life conditions.

DIDACTIC AIMS

Didactic aims are divided into cognitive, attitudinal and pedagogic ones. Cognitive aims correspond 
to students’ learning concepts. Attitudinal aims make reference to attitudes that students develop, and 
pedagogic aims are teaching procedures that are closely linked to students’ learning.

COGNITIVE AIMS
 
1. To practice oral communicative skills.
2. To identify and classify different kind of waters depending on their characteristics: sea, river, lake, 

marshes, etc. 
3. To use the new vocabulary acquired: Flora, fauna (vertebrates and invertebrates animals), types of 

birds, waters, etc.
4. To explain different characteristic of the animals and plants.
5. To know and distinguish biodiversity in the marshes.
6. To practice the linguistic competence related to marshes’ trip.
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ATTITUDINAL AIMS

1. To know and appreciate the natural environment, but in Marismas del Odiel too.
2. To preserve the natural environment.
3. To work and cooperate in groups using the new technology.
4. To respect the rules, partners and teacher.
5. To be creative and sensitive and be able to express what they feel being in contact with a natural 

context.

PEDAGOGIC AIMS

1. To review pupils’ previous knowledge.
2. To introduce new vocabulary being favorable to visual and kinaesthetic learners.
3. To provide structures to be able to describe some concepts or topics.
4. To promote a good atmosphere between the group-class.
5. To facilitate learning process in a dynamic way.
6. To foster oral communication.
7. To facilitate situations to practice communication.

BASIC COMPETENCES

This teaching unit favors the development of the following competences:
• Communicative linguistic competence.
• Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
• Competence in social factors and citizenship
• Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
• Competence in personal autonomy and initiative. 
• Competence in Information Technology 
• Artistic and cultural competence.

METHODOLOGY

This teaching unit is drawn upon Crown Decree 2/2006, May the 3rd, article 6.2, by which the curriculum 
for Primary Education is established, and which sets the curriculum for the Foreign Language Area is based 
on the Communicative Approach, and Junta de Andalucía Decree 230/2007, July the 31st, advocating for 
the learning of a foreign language through Content and Language Integrated Language methodology. 
In this sense, we will try to develop the students’ linguistic skills (listening, speaking, writing, reading), 
inductively through the natural use of concepts belonging to the field of natural sciences.

Therefore, to develop the communicative competence we will use the following methods like the 
TPR oral (accompanied by gestures and visual materials), the Task Based Method to foster listening and 
speaking skills, and the Natural approach consisting of developing oral communication.
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CONTENTS

Course: 6th Title: 
Beautiful Andalusian Marshes.

Duration: 3 lessons.
Time: June.

    JUSTIFICATION
 
   This CLIL unit deals with the marshes, but specifically related to ecosystems. The unit is addressed to third cycle 
in Primary Education, and it belongs to science area for a bilingual school. This topic is very attractive and near 
since pupils’ psychological stage creates curiosity to learn new things while they are having fun and in real contact 
with the natural environment.
    FINAL TASK: Create an oral discussion in class about pollution.

    UNIT OBJECTIVES

1. To practice oral communicative skills.
2. To identify and classify different kind of waters depending on their characteristics: sea, river, lake, marshes, 

etc. 
3. To use the new vocabulary acquired: Flora, fauna (vertebrates and invertebrates animals), types of birds, 

waters, etc.
4. To explain different characteristic of the animals and plants.
5. To know and distinguish biodiversity in the marshes.
6. To practice the linguistic competence related to marshes’ trip.
7. To know and appreciate the natural environment, but in Marismas del Odiel too.
8. To preserve the natural environment.
9. To work and cooperate in groups using the new technology.
10. To respect the rules, partners and teacher.
11. To be creative and sensitive and be able to express what they feel being in contact with a natural context.

BASIC COMPETENCES

• Communicative linguistic competence (related to the contents of this unit).
• Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
• Competence in social factors and citizenship (class norms and behaviour)
• Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
• Competence in personal autonomy and initiative.
• Competence in Information Technology.
• Artistic and cultural competence (creation of a mind map using cardboards).
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    CONTENTS

Block 1: Listening, speaking and conversing:
 o Comprehensive listening through oral texts like instructions or explanations to obtain specific information.
 o Oral interactions in real or simulated situations with a progressive autonomy, efficacy and complexity of 

the expressions, patterns and structures offered, showing interest and motivation to communicate in oral 
individual or group activities.

 o Development of basic strategies to support comprehension and oral expression: use of verbal and non-verbal 
language.

 o Appraisal of the foreign language as a tool to communicate.

Block 2: Environment and its conservation:
 o Waters in nature, pollution and waste. Proceedings to make a better use of water.
 o Valuation of diversity and natural richness.

Block 3: Language awareness
 o Vocabulary about characteristics of the animals and plants.
 o Vocabulary and description of the marshes and other types of waters.
 o Memorizing and using the vocabulary using different strategies to be effectively acquired.
 o Use of the Information Technology.

Block 4: Socio-cultural aspects and intercultural awareness.
 o Share with others our knowledge and experience about the environments.
 o Learn differences between animals and plants.
 o Search for information about living beings and its life conditions.

CONNECTION WITH OTHER AREAS
Artistic education: Make a mind map about different 
types of waters, (using cardboards).

EDUCATION IN VALUES
Civic and moral education: Keeping and respecting.
Environment education: Respect our environment. 

    
RESOURCES
Powerpoint, student workbook, scissors, colours, pencil, cardboards.

 
EVALUATION

 o Tools: Direct observation, participation in the classroom activities, final task and the workbook activities.
 o Criteria:          
 o To be able to identify and name the different animals and plants.
 o To be able to explain different kind of waters
 o To value the verbal and not verbal communication
 o To evaluate as positive the written  activities done in class and during the trip and  the altitudinal behaviour
 o  To be able to work and cooperate in groups
 o  To be able to appreciate the natural environment being creative in contact with it.
 o To make a mind map using cardboards.
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7 
 

 

    ACTIVITIES/TIME DISTRIBUTION 

 

 

 

OPENING ACTIVITIES 

 

MAIN ACTIVITIES 

 

CLOSING ACTIVITIES 

LE
SS

O
N

 1
: B

ef
or

e 
th

e 
tr

ip
 

 

- A brainstorming about 
ecosystem and 
pollution.  
     

- Let the students think 
of and talk about 
characteristics of 
different types of 
waters, guiding them 
using a PowerPoint.  

 

 

- Organize in groups the 
information of the different 
kinds of waters and marshes’ 
characteristics. Give some 
examples of the flora and fauna 
living in the marshes. Then, 
make a mind map in a 
cardboard.  

 

- Locate Marismas Del 
Odiel in the map.  

LE
SS

O
N

 2
: T

ri
p 

- Elaborate a 
photographic tour in 
groups of 5 students 
each one. 

 

- A guided tour around the 
marshes. We will visit the 
marshes and its flora, the type 
of birds and fauna that live in 
this zone. Later we will be in 
the pine forest and we will 
check its characteristics and   
we will eat enjoying while the 
nature.  

- Create a Haiku 
addressed to a sensitive 
map which must be 
inspiring or inspired by 
something special in 
natural environment. 
This is an individual 
activity. 

- Pick up garbage to be 
recycled. 
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8 
 

LE
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 3
: A

ft
er

 th
e 

tr
ip

 
 

- An open-discussion 
consisting of guessing 
what animals you can 
find in the marshes. 
Later on, explanation of 
birds and its 
classification.  

- Define with your own 
words characteristics 
about these topics. 
How are they (shape, 
colour, etc), or what do 
they eat. 

 

 

 

 

- Make an advertisement 
against pollution in La Ría Del 
Odiel. The class will be divided 
into five groups/ 4 students 
each one. Check information 
on Internet and then a play-
role speaking in public. 

 

- Discuss in groups your 
trip’s experience about 
Marismas Del Odiel. 
Use simple past.  

 

ATTENTION TO DIVERSITY 

According to Decree 2/2006, article 71, which establishes that when students cannot get 
the most of their personal capacities and the stage aims, the teacher will do curricular changes 
and what is necessary to favor their progress. 

 

Reinforcement and Extension activities:        

O Extension worksheet unit. (See attachment number 2)   
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      STUDENT

WORKBOOK

Marismas del Odiel
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1. Brainstorming .Write in this sheet five ideas about how people can pollute the environment:

-

-

-

-

- 

2.What is it? What can you see in these pictures?

     

 

 It is a ……. There is/are…..
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3. Locate Marismas del Odiel in the map. Circle.   

http://homepage.mac.com/manolomartin/iblog/B364843993/C757933898/E763875768/Media/fOSFOYESOS-Satelite.jpg
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4. Write the characteristics of the marshes and give same examples of the fauna and flora.

5. Put here your pictures of the visit of the marshes.
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6. Write the haiku done during the trip.

7. What kind of garbage have you found in the trip and what container have you used for each one? 
(yellow, green, blue)

8. What did you like the most during the trip? Why?
What did you dislike the most during the trip? Why? (Remember to use the simple past)

9. Define with your own words characteristics about these topics. How are they (shape, colour, etc), or 
what do they eat. (Writing skill: 7-8 minutes).

Reptile Bird Shrub Flower

Lagoon Beak Camouflage Marshes

• Stork.
• Rosemary.
• Estuary.
• Flamingo.
• Chameleon.

10. Search for information about pollution. Create an open office document with this information and 
save it in a file named “Our advertisement”. 
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A DAY TRIP TO ODIEL SALT MARSHES

INTRODUCTION

The present Teaching Unit follows the recommendations of the School Curricular Project, the Order 
2/2006, May 3rd of Education (LOE), together with the Decree 1513/2006 of December 7th, which states 
the minimum learning process of Primary Education, and the Decree 230/2007 of July 31st, for the 
establishment and the teaching-learning process corresponding at Primary Education in Andalucía, for the 
rights of people to be taught and the principles which help to do the objectives, the structures, and the 
organization of the Educational System, according with the Constitution.

In a multicultural and plurilingual society, the knowledge of a second language contributes to develop 
communication (oral and written comprehension and expression), as well as increasing knowledge and 
experiences of other ways of life and cultures, but also of our own context. Language and environment are 
intertwined to contribute to the knowledge of the world and appreciation of nature.

In plurilingual education the teaching interests are focused on helping the students to achieve the 
four basic skills in Foreign Language: listening, speaking, writing and reading, based on content-based 
instruction. Language is a means of communication and not an isolated matter of study for primary 
students.

This Teaching Unit pretends to fulfill a lacuna in plurilingual syllabuses, in which integrated curriculum 
is usually focused within the school or classroom context. A trip to Odiel Salt Marshes represents an 
important activity to our students at their ages, where they can learn elements, cycle of nature and above 
all, create the value of respect towards the environment. And for this reason a thorough teaching unit has 
been designed to facilitate the teaching-learning process before, during and after the trip.

AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE

 According to Article 18 Ley Orgánica 2/2006, 3rd May, Education, the areas where this teaching 
unit is drawn upon is Natural, Social and Cultural Sciences, and Foreign Language.

 

AIMS

AIMS FOR THE STAGE OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

In this teaching unit we will work especially on the following aims:

a) To develop habits of individual and teamwork, effort and responsibility in the study as well as 
attitudes of confidence in itself, critical sense, personal initiative, curiosity, interest and creativity in 
learning.

b) To acquire at least one foreign language, the basic communicative competence that lets them express 
and to understand simple messages that arise in everyday situations.

c) To know and value the natural, social and cultural environment, and to be able to take action in the 
prevention and care of the environment.

d) To know and value the animals close to the human sphere and to adopt behaviors to foster the 
animals’ protection.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE SPECIFIC AIMS 

The present unit will work on all the foreign language aims, but especially on these ones:
 

a) To listen and to understand messages in various verbal interactions, using the information transmitted 
for the execution of diverse concrete tasks related to its experience.  

b) To express and to interact orally in usual and simple situations that have a content and known 
development, using non verbal and verbal procedures and adopting a respectful attitude and of 
cooperation.  

c) To write diverse texts with various purposes on previously treated topics in the classroom and with 
the aid of samples. 

d) To read of comprehensive form diverse texts, related to its experiences and interests, extracting 
specific and general information according to a prior purpose.

e) To value the foreign language, and all the languages in general as media and understanding among 
people of origins and diverse cultures and as a tool of learning of different contents.  

f) To use the knowledge and the previous experiences with other languages for autonomous and 
efficient, faster acquisition of the foreign language.

AIMS IN THE THIRD CYCLE  
 

a) To collaborate in the planning and execution of activities in group, to accept the norms that are 
established democratically, respecting different points of view, and to assume the responsibilities 
that correspond.

b) To establish relations with the people, valuing the differences of social type, showing attitudes of 
solidarity and tolerance and rejecting any discrimination.

c) To communicate their opinions and feelings and to be receptive to others, using creatively the different 
languages (verbal, corporal, plastic, graphic, numerical…), developing the sensibility aesthetics, the 
capacity of enjoying and the logical thought.

d) To identify and to present questioning and problems from its routine experience, declaring curiosity 
by understanding the world that surrounds them.

e) To declare a positive attitude toward the well done and reflexive work, valuing its practical utility and 
its formative and playful potentialities.

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES:  GENERAL AIMS

a) Identify the main elements of the natural environment, social and cultural analysis of their 
organization, their characteristics and interactions and progress in the domain of spatial areas 
increasingly complex.

b) Behave in accordance with the habits of health and personal care arising from knowledge the human 
body, showing an attitude of acceptance and respect for individual differences (Age, sex, physical 
characteristics, personality). 

c) Participate in group activities by adopting responsible behavior, constructive and supportive, 
respecting the basic principles of democratic functioning.

d) Recognize and appreciate the social group membership and cultural characteristics,  
appreciating the differences with other groups and the need to respect human rights. 

e) Analyze some manifestations of human intervention in the environment, critical appraisal and 
taking behavior in everyday life defense and recovery of ecological balance and cultural heritage 
conservation. 

f) Recognize the natural environment, social and cultural changes and transformations related to the 
passage time and investigate some relations of simultaneity and succession to apply this knowledge 
to the understanding of other historical moments.

g) Interpret, articulate and represent facts, concepts and processes of the natural environment, social 
and cultural numerical codes, graphics, mapping and more. 

h) Identify, consider and resolve questions and problems associated with significant elements 
environment, using search strategies and information processing, making conjectures, testing of the 
same, exploration of alternatives and thinking about the learning process. 

i) Planning and implementing projects, devices, and simple devices with a pre-order established, using 
the knowledge of the elementary properties of some materials substances and objects. 
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j) Using information technology and communication for information and as tool for learning and 
sharing knowledge, assessing its contribution to improving living conditions for all people. 

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCE:  SPECIFIC AIMS

Teaching Knowledge of the natural environment, social and cultural development in this stage will aim 
development of the following capabilities:

  
1. Identify the main elements of the natural environment, social and cultural analysis of their organization, 
their characteristics and interactions and progress in the domain of spatial areas increasingly complex.

  
2. Behave in accordance with the habits of health and personal care arising from knowledge the human 
body, showing an attitude of acceptance and respect for individual differences (Age, sex, physical 
characteristics, personality). 

 
3. Participate in group activities by adopting responsible behavior, constructive and supportive, respecting 
the basic principles of democratic functioning.

  
4. Recognize and appreciate the social group membership and cultural characteristics,  
appreciating the differences with other groups and the need to respect human rights.

  
5. Analyze some manifestations of human intervention in the environment, critical appraisal and taking 
behavior in everyday life defense and recovery of ecological balance and cultural  heritage conservation. 

 
6. Recognize the natural environment, social and cultural changes and transformations related to the 
passage time and investigate some relations of simultaneity and succession to apply this knowledge to the 
understanding of other historical moments. 

 
7. Interpret, express and represent facts, concepts and processes of the natural environment, social and 
cultural numerical codes, graphics, mapping and more.

8. Identify, consider and resolve questions and problems associated with significant elements environment, 
using search strategies and information processing, making conjectures, testing of the same, exploration 
of alternatives and thinking about the learning process. 

 
9. Planning and implementing projects, devices, and simple devices with a pre-order established, using the 
knowledge of the elementary properties of some materials substances and objects.

  
10. Using information technology and communication for information and as tool for learning and sharing 
knowledge, assessing its contribution to improving living conditions for all people.

DIDACTIC AIMS 

Didactic aims are divided into cognitive, attitudinal and pedagogic ones. Cognitive aims correspond 
to students’ learning concepts. Attitudinal aims make reference to attitudes that students develop, and 
pedagogic aims are teaching procedures that are closely linked to students’ learning.

COGNITIVE AIMS

	 To be able to name at least six types of plants.
	 To be able to know some animals who lives in Marismas Del Odiel.
	 To be able to know the characteristics of the weather: temperature, dampness, rainfall...
	 To know in which habitat animals live and what is their food.
	 To learn how to distinguish salt-water and freshwater (oceans-ponds)
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ATTITUDINAL AIMS

	 To be respectful towards the environment.
	 To value the importance of the ecosystems.
	 To develop the interest of learning more about the history of Marismas del Odiel.

PEDAGOGIC AIMS

	 To provide any information children ask. 
	 To relate the unit of Marismas del Odiel with other areas. 
	 To facilite resources about Marismas del Odiel (pamphlets, videos, photos, power 

points…). 

BASIC COMPETENCES

 This teaching unit favors the development of the following competences:

• Communicative linguistic competence.
• Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
• Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
• Competence in personal autonomy and initiative. 

METHODOLOGY

This teaching unit is drawn upon Crown Decree 2/2006, May the 3rd, article 6.2, by which the curriculum 
for Primary Education is established, and which sets the curriculum for the Foreign Language Area is based 
on the Communicative Approach, and Junta de Andalucía Decree 230/2007, July the 31st, advocating for 
the learning of a foreign language through Content and Language Integrated Language methodology. 
In this sense, we will try to develop the students’ linguistic skills (listening, speaking, writing, reading), 
inductively through the natural use of concepts belonging to the field of natural sciences.

CLIL refers to situations where subjects, or parts of subjects, are taught through a foreign language with 
dual-focussed aims, namely the learning of content, and the simultaneous learning of a foreign language’ 
(Marsh, 1994). This approach involves learning subjects such as History, Geography or others, through an 
additional language. It can be very successful in enhancing the learning of languages and other subjects, 
and developing in the youngsters a positive ‘can do’ attitude towards themselves as language learners 
(Marsh, 2000).

CONTENTS
•  Socio-cultural.
• Oral and written communication.
• Knowledge and action in the environment.
• Personal and social development.
• Health education and quality of life.
• Technology education.



203

UNIDADES DIDÁCTICAS EN INGLÉS PARA SALIDA ESCOLAR A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL

Course: 6th Title: 

Making friends with flamingos!

Duration: 3 lessons
Time: March   

 JUSTIFICATION
    
This is a very attractive and near topic since pupils’ psychological stage creates curiosity to learn new things while 
they are having fun.
   
 FINAL TASK:  

• Make a personal book about Marismas del Odiel.
• Write a conclusion about all you have learnt and you didn’t know before.
• Mural painting with photos made during the trip.

UNIT OBJECTIVES 

• To be able to name at least six types of plants.
• To be able to know some animals that live in Marismas del Odiel.
• To be able to know the characteristics of the weather: temperature, dampness, rainfall...
• To know in which habitat animals live and what is their food.
• To learn how to distinguish salt-water and freshwater (oceans-ponds).
• To observe the environment.
• To value the importance of the ecosystems.
• To develop the interest of learning more about the history of Marismas del Odiel.

BASIC COMPETENCES 

• Communicative linguistic competence.
• Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
• Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
• Competence in personal autonomy and initiative.
• Linguistic competences (related to the contents of this unit). 
• Social and civic competence (class norms).
• Cultural and artistic competence (creation of a card).
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ENGLISH CONTENTS 

Block 1: Listening, speaking and conversing:
 o Greeting and farewell routines.
 o Oral interaction: question and answers.
 o Comprehensive listening with visual help.

Block 2: Reading and writing
 o Comprehensive reading of small texts with different aims.
 o Completing sentences with the unit´s vocabulary.

Block 3: Language awareness
 o Question and short answer: Are there any....?
 o Vocabulary about characteristics of the animals and plants.
 o Memorizing and using the vocabulary. 

Block 4: Socio-cultural aspects and intercultural awareness.
 o Share with others our knowledge and experience about the environments.
 o Learn differences between animals and plants.

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCE

Block 1: The environment and their conservation.

 o Perception and identification of the different natural spaces.
 o Characteristic of the climate and their influence on the landscape.
 o The water in the nature, their pollution and their waste.

Block 2: The diversity of the living being.

 o Parts of a plant.
 o Other life forms: bacterium, algae, mushrooms...
 o Search for information about living being and their living conditions.

Block 3: Technologies.

Use of the simple resources to look for the information about Marismas del Odiel.

Connection with other areas

• Artistic education: Make a personal 
notebook, make mural painting.

• Language: Make a description about 
animal and plants of Marismas del Odiel

Education in values
    

• Civic and moral education: Keeping and respecting.
• Environment education: Respect our environment. 

    
RESOURCES

CDs, flashcards, student notebook, scissors, colours, pencil, power point, presentation, photos and videos.

 
 EVALUATION  

Tools: Direct observation, participation in the classroom activities, final task. 
 
Criteria:   
To be able to identify and name the different animals and plants.
Learn how to describe differences.
Make a card with characteristic of the environments.
Pass the autoevaluation sheet.
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10 
 

 

    ACTIVITIES/TIME DISTRIBUTION   

 

 

 

OPENING ACTIVITIES 

 

MAIN ACTIVITIES 

 

CLOSING ACTIVITIES 

LE
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 1
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e 
th

e 
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ip
 

 

 Do you know what a 
marsh is? Have you 
ever been there? 

 Do you know the 
marshes of Huelva? 
Make a list. 

 Do you know what the 
name of the nearest 
marsh in our city is? 

 Can you tell me 
something about that 
marsh? 

 What kind of animals 
do you think are there? 
And, what kind of 
plants? 

 

  
 

 

 

Marismas del Odiel 

 

 Choose Marismas del Odiel 
picture. 1 

 Vocabulary introduction with 
flashcards. 2 

 Make worksheet with a text. 3 

 Answer some questions. 
 

 
 

 Remember the classroom 
rules. 

 Farewell: Goodbye routine. 
 

LE
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O
N

 2
: T
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p 

 

Computer rooms 

 

 Greet and hello routines. 
 

 

 

Marisma del Odiel’s Trip 

 Collect leaves from different plants 
or bushes. 

 Make a trip to Marismas del Odiel. 

 Observe the different animals. Do 
you think a big change in the 
marsh in the last 8 years has taken 
place? 

 Imagine a trophic chain with the 
animals you can see in the marsh. 

 
 

 

 

 Farewell: Goodbye routine. 
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ATTENTION TO DIVERSITY

According to Decree 2/2006, article 71, which establishes when students cannot get the most of their 
personal capacities and the stage aims, the teacher will do curricular changes and what is necessary to 
favor their progress.  

Reinforcement and Extension activities

Fill the crossword with the name of the animal’s description.

 HORIZONTAL
1. They are birds that are 

between 70 and 85 cm high, 
with white plumage, yellow 
beak and long legs gray. 

2. A type of long-legged wading 
bird, pink or bright red in 
colour. 

VERTICAL
1. It is a lizard that has long 

slender legs, a prehensile tail 
and tongue, and the ability to 
change colour.

2. It is a marine crustacean 
covered by a hard carapace, 
short antennae, and five pairs 
of legs. 

3. Flying insect that feeds on the 
blood of living beings. 

4. White aquatic bird having long 
pointed wings and short legs

11 
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 Greet and hello routines. 
 

 

 

 

 

Final Tasks 

 

 Look for information about leaves 
that children have recollected 

 Draw the animals that children 
have seen 

 
 

 

 

 Farewell: Goodbye routine. 
 

        

 
 

Student workbook 
 

1. Fill in the gaps with the information you know about Marismas del Odiel. 
 
 Marismas del Odiel is situated in the __________ of Huelva.  

a. North 
b. South 
c. West 
d. East 

 
 Marismas del Odiel has two rivers: _______ and ________. 

a. Miño and Duero. 
b. Tajo and Guadalquivir.  
c. Tinto and Odiel. 
d. Júcar and Segura.  

 What are the most common animals you can find in Marismas del Odiel? 
a. Flamingos, mosquitoes, crab and chameleons.  
b. Tigers, lions and elephants. 
c. Whales. 
d. Kangaroos and koalas.  

 
 What is a flamingo like? 

a. Their bodies are striped. 
b. They have four legs. 
c.  They have a small snout and huge ears. 
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2. Find the words hidden in the word search.

• SEAGULL
• FLAMINGO
• FROG
• MOSQUITO
• HERON
• ECOSYSTEM
• CRAB

13 
 

 

 

2. Find the words hidden in the word search. 

                      
   

 SEAGULL 
 FLAMINGO 
 FROG 
 MOSQUITO 
 HERON 
 ECOSYSTEM 
 CRAB 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

P O Y R T V N Y H B E P M M R T F U N Y F J E 

D F H Y J K
  

A R E T N U K S V R N U W B N T C 

V R N K G N C Z R L Z E I S A D C X W Q Y Z O 

Q W E R T G D Y O A S D F G H O F
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U 
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F A Q D E R G
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R Z X C V B Y N M J S E A G U L L A Q E D F T 

O A Q S D E J A Z X C V B N M O D E R F G T E 

G E X A Q S L Q Q A S D E R T T M N H Y E Q M 

Q W E R T F O S D F G H J U K I U H T E F G G 

Z A X D C D E D V F G Y K E A U Q D R T Y B B 

A Q E F L A M I N G O A Q E D Q R D R T S F R 

A Q D R T
  

A Q Q E R T D T F T S F G T S W R T 

S X C V F R E G H Y U I V S W O S W Q
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T 
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B 
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3. Give the name of the following animals and plants that live in the marsh, describe them and say 
what you liked most about them.
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Student workbook

1. Fill in the gaps with the information you know about Marismas del Odiel.

 o Marismas del Odiel is situated in the __________ of Huelva. 
a. North
b. South
c. West
d. East

 o Marismas del Odiel has two rivers: _______ and ________.
a. Miño and Duero.
b. Tajo and Guadalquivir. 
c. Tinto and Odiel.
d. Júcar and Segura.
 

 o What are the most common animals you can find in Marismas del Odiel?
a. Flamingos, mosquitoes, crab and chameleons. 
b. Tigers, lions and elephants.
c. Whales.
d. Kangaroos and koalas. 

 o What is a flamingo like?
a. Their bodies are striped.
b. They have four legs.
c. They have a small snout and huge ears.
d. They are pink and they have got large legs.

 o What kind of water has Marismas del Odiel got?
a. Fresh water and salt water.
b. Fresh water.
c. Salt water.
d. Sweet water.

 o Which of these pictures is about Marismas del Odiel?

a.                                                      c. 

b.                                                    d. 
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2. Join the picture with the corresponding word. 

• Flamingo                                                                                        

• Crab                                                         

• Duck                                                         

• Heron                                                       

• Seagull                                                      

• Mosquito                                                  

• Chameleon                                                

3. Have humans created a lot of pollution which affects the Marismas?
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4. How can we minimize the effects of humans in a natural habitat?

1. Complete with the correct form of  To be

a) I______ an explorer.

b) We____ in the river. 

c) My father _____ a scientist.

d) They  _____ very adventurous.

e) Laura _____ in Marismas del Odiel with her class.

f) You ______not a crab, but you _____ a little researcher.

 

ANNEX I
1. Be interested in the topic! Create a treasure hunt for you and your classmates (you can play in the 

ground). Ask questions about Marismas del Odiel and if you answer correctly you will get points… Who will 
win? Teachers have to provide the questions.  For example: Can you find a tiger in Marismas del Odiel? Yes 
or No? If you ask correctly, you will get one point.

2. Make questions about the following answer. Look at the example. 

a) Where does the flamingo live?

The flamingo lives in Marismas del Odiel. 

b) __________________________________________?

Crabs have a shell. 

c) ___________________________________________?

The water of marshes is fresh water and salt water. 

d) ___________________________________________?
Marismas del Odiel is in Huelva.

e) ___________________________________________?

The most common animal in the marshes is the flamingo. 

f) ___________________________________________?

An ecosystem is a place where a lot of animal and plants live. 

3. Draw a possible logo which represents “Marismas Del Odiel”.
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 ANNEX III

Final Task:

♦	 Flashcards

  HERON                CRAB

♦	 The personal notebook about Marismas del Odiel
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•	 The mural painting                             





UNIDAD DIDÁCTICA PARA EDUCACIÓN PRIMARIA

EDUCACIÓN PLURILINGÜE: LENGUA 
EXTRANJERA (INGLÉS) Y CONOCIMIENTO DEL 

MEDIO NATURAL Y SOCIAL

EXCURSIÓN A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL (HUELVA)

Esta unidad didáctica ha sido realizada por José Carlos Díaz Vázquez, Alejandro Gálvez Cruzado, Carlos 
García Revilla, Eduardo Pérez de la Villa, alumnos de la asignatura Didáctica del Idioma I (inglés), curso 
2009/10, bajo la supervisión pedagógica del profesor Fernando D. Rubio Alcalá.
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A DAY TRIP TO ODIEL SALT MARSHES

INTRODUCTION

The present Teaching Unit follows the recommendations of the School Curricular Project, the Order 
2/2006, May 3rd of Education (LOE), together with the Decree 1513/2006 of December 7th, which states 
the minimum learning process of Primary Education, and the Decree 230/2007 of July 31st, for the 
establishment and the teaching-learning process corresponding at Primary Education in Andalucía, for the 
rights of people to be taught and the principles which help to do the objectives, the structures, and the 
organization of the Educational System, according with the Constitution.

In a multicultural and plurilingual society, the knowledge of a second language contributes to develop 
communication (oral and written comprehension and expression), as well as increasing knowledge and 
experiences of other ways of life and cultures, but also of our own context. Language and environment are 
intertwined to contribute to the knowledge of the world and appreciation of nature.

In plurilingual education the teaching interests are focused on helping the students to achieve the 
four basic skills in Foreign Language: listening, speaking, writing and reading, based on content-based 
instruction. Language is a means of communication and not an isolated matter of study for primary 
students.

This Teaching Unit pretends to fulfill a lacuna in plurilingual syllabuses, in which integrated curriculum 
is usually focused within the school or classroom context. A trip to Odiel Salt Marshes represents an 
important activity to our students at their ages, where they can learn elements, cycle of nature and above 
all, create the value of respect towards the environment. And for this reason a thorough teaching unit has 
been designed to facilitate the teaching-learning process before, during and after the trip.

AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE

According to Article 18 Ley Orgánica 2/2006, 3rd May, Education, the areas where this teaching unit are 
drawn upon are Natural, Social and Cultural Sciences, and Foreign Language.

 

AIMS

 o To learn more vocabulary about animals and differences between wild animals and pets. 
 o To locate Marismas del Odiel in the map. 
 o To learn different types of birds that exist in Marismas del Odiel. 
 o To have knowledge about the Odiel river. 
 o To learn how to protect the environment. 
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AIMS FOR THE STAGE OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

In this teaching unit we will work especially on the following aims:

To develop habits of individual and teamwork, effort and responsibility in the study as well as attitudes 
of confidence in itself, critical sense, personal initiative, curiosity, interest and creativity in learning.

To acquire at least one foreign language, the basic communicative competence that lets them express 
and to understand simple messages that arise in everyday situations.

To know and value the natural, social and cultural environment, and to be able to take action in the 
prevention and care of the environment.

To know and value the animals close to the human sphere and to adopt behaviors to foster the animals’ 
protection.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE AIMS

To listen and to understand messages in various verbal interactions, using the transmitted information 
for the execution of diverse and concrete tasks related to its experience. 

 
To express and to interact orally in usual and simple situations, using non verbal and verbal procedures 

and adopting a respectful attitude of cooperation.  

To read of comprehensive form diverse texts, related to its experiences and interests, extracting specific 
and general information according to a prior purpose.

AIMS IN THE THIRD CYCLE

Use the simple problem-solving processes , taking into account the conditions necessary for resolution.

Appreciate the importance of core values that govern human life and human society and act 
accordingly.

To understand and establish relationships between events and phenomena of the natural and social 
environment and actively contribute, where possible, the defense, preservation and improvement of the 
environment.

To become familiar with the knowledge of cultural heritage and to participate in its preservation.
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NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES AIMS

To identify the main elements of the natural environment, their characteristics and interactions. 

To analyze some manifestations of human intervention in the environment, critical appraisal and taking 
behavior in everyday life defense and recovery of ecological balance and cultural heritage conservation. 

To interpret, articulate and represent facts, concepts and processes of the natural environment.

To use information technology and communication for information and as  tool for learning and sharing 
knowledge.

DIDACTIC AIMS 

Didactic aims are divided into cognitive, attitudinal and pedagogic ones. Cognitive aims correspond 
to students’ learning concepts. Attitudinal aims make reference to attitudes that students develop, and 
pedagogic aims are teaching procedures that are closely linked to students’ learning.

COGNITIVE AIMS
 
To learn different types of animals that exist in Marismas del Odiel. 
To learn about the differences between a pet and a wild animal.
To learn about how to use a dictionary. 

ATTITUDINAL AIMS

Protection of the environment. 

BASIC COMPETENCES

Communicative linguistic competence.
Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
Competence in personal autonomy and initiative.
Artistic and cultural competence.
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METHODOLOGY

This teaching unit is drawn upon Crown Decree 2/2006, May the 3rd, article 6.2, by which the curriculum 
for Primary Education is established, and which sets the curriculum for the Foreign Language Area is based 
on the Communicative Approach, and Junta de Andalucía Decree 230/2007, July the 31st, advocating for 
the learning of a foreign language through Content and Language Integrated Language methodology. 
In this sense, we will try to develop the students’ linguistic skills (listening, speaking, writing, reading), 
inductively through the natural use of concepts belonging to the field of natural sciences.

CLIL refers to situations where subjects, or parts of subjects, are taught through a foreign language with 
dual-focussed aims, namely the learning of content, and the simultaneous learning of a foreign language.

 

This approach involves learning subjects such as history, geography or others, through an additional 
language. It can be very successful in enhancing the learning of languages and other subjects, and 
developing in the youngsters a positive ‘can do’ attitude towards themselves as language learners. 

UNIT OBJECTIVES

To learn different types of animals that exist in Marismas del Odiel. 
To learn about the differences between a pet and a wild animal.
To learn about how to use a dictionary. 

BASIC COMPETENCES

Communicative linguistic competence.
Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
Competence in personal autonomy and initiative.
Artistic and cultural competence.

CONTENTS

Block 1: Language awareness
- Question and short answer: Are there any....?
- Vocabulary about characteristics of the animals and plants
- Memorizing and using the vocabulary.

Block 2: Socio-cultural aspects and intercultural awareness.
- Share with others our knowledge and experience about the environments.
- Learn differences between animals and plants.

Block 3: The diversity of living things
-The structure and physiology of plants. 
- Observation and recording of any process associated with the lives of living beings. Oral and written 

statement. 
- Finding information on living and living conditions.
- Sensitivity for the accuracy and precision in the observation of animals and plants and in developing related 

work.

Block 4: Reading and writing
-Comprehensive reading of small texts with different aims.
-Completing sentences with the unit´s vocabulary.
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Connection with other areas

- Artistic education: When we ask them to draw a spatula.
- Natural, social and cultural science: When we ask them to 
think about the spatula (how it lives, etc.).

Education in values

- Education for equal opportunities for both 
sexes: Measuring capabilities, the development 
of contents equally in boys and girls.

- Environmental education: Knowing and 
respecting our environment.

- Moral and civic education: Given the care 
and proper use of the materials used and the 
respect of classmates and the teacher.

    
    RESOURCES

Pens, pencils, erasers, colored pencils, student workbook of Marismas del Odiel, information material Marismas 
del Odiel (web addresses, encyclopedias, photos, maps, etc.)

 
    EVALUATION

Tools: 
- Direct observation 
- Participation in the classroom activities, 
- Workbook correction:

a) Pre-task: at first, to find out what they know about the topic.
b) Trip-task: during the course of the didactic unit in class, to see if children understand the basic 

concepts.
c) Post-task: at the end, to know what information the students have assimilated

Criteria:    
• Learn to identify different types of birds in the Marismas del Odiel.
• Ease with the different media that serve as sources of information.
• Acquisition of basic knowledge of the Marismas del Odiel environment and location.
• Develop respect for the environment of the marshes.
• Assimilate the vocabulary of the unit for reading and writing English.
• Good relations with classmates and good use of material.
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7 
 

 

    ACTIVITIES/TIME DISTRIBUTION 

 

 

OPENING ACTIVITIES 

Lesson 1:10min 

Lesson 2:10min 

Lesson 3:10min 

 

MAIN ACTIVITIES 

Lesson 1:45min 

Lesson 2:25min 

Lesson 3:15min 

 

CLOSING ACTIVITIES 

Lesson 1:5min 

Lesson 2:25min 

Lesson 3:20min 

LE
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e 
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ip
 

1. Where is Marismas del 
Odiel?  

2. Do you know any 
animals that live in there?  

3. Have you been in 
Marismas del Odiel 
already? Would you like to 
go again? 

 

4. Search these animals in the 
dictionary or internet to see how 
they look like:  

Flamenco, azulón, tarro blanco, 
gallineta de agua, focha común, 
cigüeñela, avoceta, pagaza piquirroja, 
chortilejo patinegro, gaviota reidora, 
gaviota patiamarilla. 

 

5. Who do you think is the 
wild animal of Marismas of 
Odiel and who is the pet? 

                          

 

LE
SS

O
N
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: T

ri
p 

1. How is the water of 
the marsh? 

Sweet[  ] 

Salty[  ] 

Why? 

2. Draw a scheme about how you get 
salt from a marsh.  

3. Where does the water of a marsh 
come from?  

4. Can it happen a drop of the level of 
water in marsh?  

 

5. Look and investigate:  

-Are the same the male and 
female of the spatula?  

-Why do you think that 
spatula has a flattened peak?  

-What materials do they use 
to make their nests?  

-Draw a footprint.  

-Draw a nest.  
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8 
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1. Discover it! (spatula)  

1.1 Height:  

-Small: 

Smaller than a sparrow. [  ] 

Like a sparrow. [  ]  

-Medium: 

Between a sparrow and a 
pigeon.  [  ] 

Like a pigeon. [  ]  

-Big: 

Bigger than a pigeon.[  ] 

Like a stork. [  ]  

1.2 How is its neck?  

Short [  ] 

Intermedium [  ] 

Long  [  ]  

1.3 How are its legs in 
comparison with the 
body?  

Very long [  ] 

Intermedium [  ] 

Long [  ] 

Short [  ]  

1.4 How is its tail?  

1.5 How is its peak?  

 

1.6 Behaviour of  the spatula.  

1.7 Where do you see spatula?  

Going into the water [  ] 

Swimming [  ] 

Diving [  ]  

At short [  ]  

Sitting on the ground [  ]  

Sitting on the tree [  ]  

Flying [  ]  

Between the vegetation [  ]  

 

1.8 Draw a spatula. 

2. Why shouldn’t you throw 
rubbish in a place like 
Marismas del Odiel? Explain 
the consequences.  

 

 

ATTENTION TO DIVERSITY 

According to Decree 2/2006, article 71, which establish that when students cannot get the most 
of their personal capacities and the stage aims, the teacher will do curricular changes and what 
is necessary to favor their progress. 
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ATTENTION TO DIVERSITY

According to Decree 2/2006, article 71, which establish when students cannot get the most of their 
personal capacities and the stage aims, the teacher will do curricular changes and what is necessary to 
favor their progress.

Reinforcement and Extension activities       
 o Extension worksheet unit. 

1. Find on the internet or in books another place like Marismas del Odiel. Write the differences.
 o Extra activity: 

1. What did you like most about Marismas del Odiel? And less?
2. Can you write at least six birds that live in Marismas del Odiel?
3. Write at least 5 consequences of throwing rubbish on nature.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Decree 230/2007 July the 31st, in which the right order and the teaching corresponding to Primary 
Education in Andalucía is established.

Order of August the 10th, in which the curriculum and the evaluation in the teaching-learning process of 
the Primary Education in Andalucía is developed.

Organic Law 2/2006 May the 3rd, of Education (LOE).
Royal Decree 1513 of 2006 December the 7th, in which the minimum teaching for the Primary Education 

is established.
http://www.juntadeandalucia.es/medioambiente/servtc5/ventana/img/fotos/PjN_Marismas_del_

Odiel/A_Galeria_Descriptiva/DESCRIPTIVA.jpg
http://www.visithuelva.com/huelva_autentica/img/exp/marismasdelodiel/marismas.jpg
http://www.europeseniortourism.eu/export/sites/senior/comun/imagenes/imgHotelesExcursiones/

andalucia/excursiones/Andalucia-Cadiz-MarismasdeOdiel.jpg
http://www.juntadeandalucia.es/medioambiente/web/Bloques_Tematicos/Estado_Y_Calidad_De_Los_

Recursos_Naturales/Ecosistemas/Humedales/life_humedales_final/camo1223.pdf
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Student workbook

Introduction:

The Biosphere Reserve of UNESCO and Natural Area of the Odiel Marshes is a natural area located 
at the mouth of the Odiel river or estuary of Huelva., In the province of Huelva (Spain). It includes the 
municipalities of Gibraleón, Aljaraque, Punta Umbria, Huelva southwest, becoming the second largest 
in the province wetland area behind the Doñana Natural Area. At the same time integrates the Nature 
Reserve near the Burro Marshes Nature Reserve and the Isle of Enmedio.



226

LA EDUCACIÓN PLURILINGÜE: INGLÉS Y CONOCIMIENTO DEL MEDIO

Activities:

1. Where is Marismas del Odiel?
2. Do you know any animals that live in there?
3. Have you been in Marismas del Odiel already? Would you like to go again?
4. Who is the wild animal of Marismas of Odiel and who is the pet?

                       
5. Search these animals in the dictionary and see how they look like: 
Flamenco, azulón, tarro blanco, gallineta de agua, focha común, cigüeñela, avoceta, pagaza piquirroja, 

chortilejo patinegro, gaviota reidora, gaviota patiamarilla.

6.How is the water of the marsh?

Sweet  [  ]

Salty   [  ]

Why?

7. Draw a scheme about how you get salt from marsh.
8. Where does the water of a marsh come from?
9. Can a drop of the level of water in marsh happen?
10. Look and investigate:

-Are the same the male and female of the spatula?
-Why do you think that a spatula has a flattened peak?
-What materials do they use to make their nests?
-Draw a footprint.
-Draw a nest.

Discover it! (spatula)

1.1 Height:
• -Small: Smaller than a sparrow.[  ]                  Like a sparrow.[  ]
• -Medium: Between a sparrow and a pigeon.[  ] Like a pigeon.[  ]
• -Big: Bigger than a pigeon. [  ]  Like a stork.[  ]

1.2 How is its neck?
• Short [  ] Intermedium [  ]  Long  [  ]

1.3 How are its legs in comparison with the body?
• Very long [  ]  Intermedium [  ]        Long [  ] Short [  ] 
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1.4 How is its tail?

1.5 How is its peak? 

1.6 Behaviour of the spatula.

1.7 Where do you see spatula?
• Going into the water   [  ]
• Swimming                    [  ]
• Diving    [  ]
• At short    [  ]
• Sitting on the ground   [  ]
• Sitting on the tree    [  ]
• Flying     [  ]
• Between the vegetation   [  ]

1.8 Draw a spatula.

2. Why you don´t have to throw rubbish in a place like Marismas del Odiel? Explain the consequences.

ANNEX I
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UNIDAD DIDÁCTICA PARA EDUCACIÓN PRIMARIA

EDUCACIÓN PLURILINGÜE: LENGUA 
EXTRANJERA (INGLÉS) Y CONOCIMIENTO DEL 

MEDIO NATURAL Y SOCIAL

EXCURSIÓN A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL (HUELVA)

Esta unidad didáctica ha sido realizada por Isabel Mª Camacho Martín, Pilar Hernaz Gutiérrez y Elena 
Pérez Bejarano, alumnas de la asignatura Didáctica del Idioma I (inglés), curso 2009/10, bajo la supervisión 
pedagógica del profesor Fernando D. Rubio Alcalá.
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A DAY TRIP TO ODIEL SALT MARSHES

INTRODUCTION

The present Teaching Unit follows the recommendations of the School Curricular Project, the Order 
2/2006, May 3rd of Education (LOE), together with the Decree 1513/2006 of December 7th, which states 
the minimum learning process of Primary Education, and the Decree 230/2007 of July 31st, for the 
establishment and the teaching-learning process corresponding at Primary Education in Andalucía, for the 
rights of people to be taught and the principles which help to do the objectives, the structures, and the 
organization of the Educational System, according with the Constitution.

In a multicultural and plurilingual society, the knowledge of a second language contributes to develop 
communication (oral and written comprehension and expression), as well as increasing knowledge and 
experiences of other ways of life and cultures, but also of our own context. Language and environment are 
intertwined to contribute to the knowledge of the world and appreciation of nature.

In plurilingual education the teaching interests are focused on helping the students to achieve the 
four basic skills in Foreign Language: listening, speaking, writing and reading, based on content-based 
instruction. Language is a means of communication and not an isolated matter of study for primary 
students.

This Teaching Unit pretends to fulfill a lacuna in plurilingual syllabuses, in which integrated curriculum 
is usually focused within the school or classroom context. A trip to Odiel Salt Marshes represents an 
important activity to our students at their ages, where they can learn elements, cycle of nature and above 
all, create the value of respect towards the environment. And for this reason a thorough teaching unit has 
been designed to facilitate the teaching-learning process before, during and after the trip.

AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE

According to Article 18 Ley Orgánica 2/2006, 3rd May, Education, the areas where this teaching unit are 
drawn upon are Natural, Social and Cultural Sciences, and Foreign Language.

 

AIMS

AIMS FOR THE STAGE OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

In this teaching unit we will work especially on the following aims:

a) To develop individual and teamwork skills as well as a critical sense, personal initiative, curiosity, 
interest and creativity in learning.

 b) To acquire at least one foreign language and the basic communicative competence that lets     students 
to express ideas and to understand simple messages that may appear in everyday situations.

 c) To learn to respect and become familiar with natural, social and cultural environment and to be able 
to take care about environment and to learn how to protect it. 

d) To become familiar with the animals close to the human life and to adopt behaviors to foster the 
protection of animals.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE AIMS 

The present unit will work on almost all the foreign language aims, especially the following ones:

1. To listen and to understand messages in various verbal interactions, using the information transmitted 
for the execution of diverse concrete tasks related to its experience
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2. To express and to interact orally in usual and simple situations (that have a content and known 
development, using non verbal and verbal procedures and adopting a respectful attitude and of 
cooperation

3. To write diverse texts with various purposes on previously discussed subjects, with the aid of 
samples. 

4. To learn to use all the available media, including new technologies in order to obtain information and 
to communicate in a foreign language.

5. To manifest a receptive and confidence attitude in its own capacity of learning and of the use of the 
foreign language.   

6. To use the knowledge and the previous experiences with other languages for autonomous, efficient 
and faster acquisition of a new foreign language.

AIMS IN THE THIRD CYCLE 

a) To take part in planning of activities and participation in groups, to accept the norms that are 
established democratically, respecting different points of view and to assume the responsibilities 
that are associated with a work with others.

b) To communicate opinions and feelings freely and to be receptive to others, using creatively  different 
languages (verbal, corporal, plastic, graphic, numerical etc.), to developing the sensibility esthetics, 
the capacity of enjoying and the logical thought.

c) To identify and to present questioning and problems from its routine experience, declaring curiosity 
by understanding the world that surrounds them.

d) To be able to make descriptions in general, using acquired structures in a correct way.
e) To adopt a positive and reflexive attitude towards a work, valuing its practical utility and its formative 

and playful potentialities.

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL AIMS

a) To know the landscape of the Autonomous Community: climate, rivers, and vegetation. 
b) To learn to respect the environment and to protect the nature.
c) To recognize and classify plants and animals scientifically.
d) To develop critical thinking and rational foundation of own behaviour.
e) To prepare and analyze information using different types of media (press, television, audiovisual, 

etc.).

DIDACTIC AIMS 

Didactic aims are divided into cognitive, attitudinal and pedagogic ones. Cognitive aims correspond 
to students’ learning concepts. Attitudinal aims make reference to attitudes that students develop, and 
pedagogic aims are teaching procedures that are closely linked to students’ learning.

COGNITIVE AIMS

- To know the typical plants and animals of Marismas del Odiel
- To be able to describe the information about the trip
- To understand oral and written information related to Marismas del Odiel

ATTITUDINAL AIMS

- To participate actively in every activity and task
- To develop curiosity for animals
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PEDAGOGICAL AIMS

- To encourage pupils to learn English
- To make use of linguistic elements which take part on daily situations of communication and social 

interaction
- To show open attitudes, comprehension and respect towards a foreign language
- To transfer the students’ previous knowledge and experiences derived from the acquisition of their 

mother tongue to the foreign language, which may contribute to the progressive development of 
autonomous learning

 

BASIC COMPETENCES

This teaching unit favors the development of the following competences:

• Communicative linguistic competence.
• Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
• Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
• Competence in personal autonomy and initiative. 
• Processing of the information and digital competence.

METHODOLOGY

This teaching unit is drawn upon Crown Decree 2/2006, May the 3rd, article 6.2, by which the curriculum 
for Primary Education is established, and which sets the curriculum for the Foreign Language Area is based 
on the Communicative Approach, and Junta de Andalucía Decree 230/2007, July the 31st, advocating for 
the learning of a foreign language through Content and Language Integrated Language methodology. 
In this sense, we will try to develop the students’ linguistic skills (listening, speaking, writing, reading), 
inductively through the natural use of concepts belonging to the field of natural sciences.

“CLIL refers to situations where subjects, or parts of subjects, are taught through a foreign language with 
dual-focused aims, namely the learning of content, and the simultaneous learning of a foreign language” 
(Marsh, 1994). This approach involves learning subjects such as History, Geography or others, through an 
additional language. It can be very successful in enhancing the learning of languages and other subjects, 
and developing in the youngsters a positive ‘can do’ attitude towards themselves as language learners 
(Marsh, 2000).
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CONTENTS

Course: 6th Title:
Our environment!

Duration: 3 lessons
Time: March   

JUSTIFICATION

    This is a very attractive and close topic to pupils since pupils’ psychological stage creates curiosity to 
learn new things while they are having fun.
    FINAL TASK: Make an animal identity card.

UNIT OBJECTIVES 

- To know the typical plants and animals of Marismas del Odiel.
- To be able to describe the information about the trip.
- To comprehend oral and written information related to Marismas del Odiel
- To participate actively in every activity and task
- To develop curiosity for  animals
- To encourage students to learn English

BASIC COMPETENCES

Communicative linguistic competence.
Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
Competence in personal autonomy and initiative. 
Processing of the information and digital competence.

CONTENTS

Block 1: Listening, speaking and conversing:
 o Greeting and farewell routines.
 o Oral interaction: question and answers.
 o Comprehensive listening with visual help.

Block 2: Reading and writing
 o Comprehensive reading of small texts with different aims.
 o Completing sentences with the unit vocabulary.

Block 3: Language awareness
 o Question and short answer: Are there any....?
 o Vocabulary about characteristics of the animals and plants
 o Memorizing and using the vocabulary

Block 4: Socio-cultural aspects and intercultural awareness.
 o Share with others our knowledge and experience about the environments
 o Learn differences between animals and plants

Connection with other areas
________________________________________

Education in values
-  respecting the environment
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RESOURCES

→ Laptops and a worksheet.

 
 EVALUATION

Tools: Direct observation, participation in the classroom activities, final task.
 
Criteria:

 o To be able to identify and name the different animals and plants.
 o To learn how to describe the trip.
 o To answer questions in the correct way.
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6 
 

 

    ACTIVITIES/TIME DISTRIBUTION  

 

 

 

OPENING ACTIVITIES 

 

MAIN ACTIVITIES 

 

CLOSING ACTIVITIES 

LE
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- Hello routines 
- Previous knowledge of 

pupils 
 

 

 

Marismas del Odiel 

- Search information about Marismas 
del Odiel on the Internet. 

- Write what pupils think about what 
they are going to see during the trip.  

 

 
 

 
 
- Exposition of findings. 
 
- Establish the rules of 
behaviour. 
 
- Goodbye routines. 
 

LE
SS

O
N
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: T
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p 

 

 

- Hello routines. 
 
- Remember the rules of 

behaviour 
 

 

Marisma del Odiel’s Trip 

- Make a trip to the Marismas del 
Odiel. 

- Answer some questions. 
- Check animals, plants and 

environment.  
 

 

 

- Goodbye routines. 
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- Hello routines. 
 

 

 

 

 

Final Tasks 

- Discuss the different animals and 
plants which we saw yesterday on 
the trip. Correct the questions. 

 
- Activity: Link with arrows 

 

 

 
- Final reflections about what 
pupils learnt and a self-
evaluation about themselves. 
 
- Goodbye routines. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY

Decree 230/2007 July the 31st, in which the right order and the teaching corresponding to Primary 
Education in Andalucía is established.

Order of August the 10th, in which the curriculum and the evaluation in the teaching-learning process of 
the Primary Education in Andalucía is developed.

Organic Law 2/2006 May the 3rd, of Education (LOE).
Royal Decree 1513 of 2006 December the 7th, in which the minimum teaching for the Primary Education 

is established.

7 
 

 

ATTENTION TO DIVERSITY 

According to Decree 2/2006, article 71, which establishes when students cannot get the most of their 
personal capacities and the stage aims, the teacher will do curricular changes and what is necessary to favor their 
progress. 

 

Reinforcement and Extension activities :    

- Reinforcement activity: Word search. 

- Extension activity:    To describe briefly an animal or a plant.  
    

 

 
  

 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 
Decree 230/2007 July the 31st, in which the right order and the teaching corresponding to Primary Education in 
Andalucía is established. 

Order of August the 10th, in which the curriculum and the evaluation in the teaching-learning process of the 
Primary Education in Andalucía is developed. 

Organic Law 2/2006 May the 3rd, of Education (LOE). 

Royal Decree 1513 of 2006 December the 7th, in which the minimum teaching for the Primary Education is 
established. 
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Student workbook
Activity: Link with arrows

                                                                                                                                       Spoonbills
 Peter Wallack

                                                                                                                                         Flamengo
http://www.taringa.net/posts/imagenes/2938544/Las-aves-mas-bellas-del-mundo.html

                                                                                                                                                Heron
http://www.luis-conte.com/images/siteimages/royal-eagle4.jpg

                                                                                                                                      Black storks 
http://www.hawar-islands.com/blog/media/blogs/kuwait/I-Eagle_juv2.jpg

                                                                                                                                           Royal eagle
http://www.boston.com/ae/celebrity/more_names/blog/heron.jpg

                                                                                                                              Imperial eagle
http://www.wildanimalsonline.com/birds/blackstork-ciconianigra2.jpg



UNIDAD DIDÁCTICA PARA EDUCACIÓN PRIMARIA

EDUCACIÓN PLURILINGÜE: LENGUA 
EXTRANJERA (INGLÉS) Y CONOCIMIENTO DEL 

MEDIO NATURAL Y SOCIAL

EXCURSIÓN A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL (HUELVA)

Esta unidad didáctica ha sido realizada por Neiva Díaz Acosta, Susana Fernández Serrano, María Teresa 
Borrego Chacón y Ana María González Borrero, alumnas de la asignatura Didáctica del Idioma I (inglés), 
curso 2009/10, bajo la supervisión pedagógica del profesor Fernando D. Rubio Alcalá.
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A DAY TRIP TO ODIEL SALT MARSHES

INTRODUCTION

The present Teaching Unit follows the recommendations of the School Curricular Project, the Order 
2/2006, May 3rd of Education (LOE), together with the Decree 1513/2006 of December 7th, which states 
the minimum learning process of Primary Education, and the Decree 230/2007 of July 31st, for the 
establishment and the teaching-learning process corresponding at Primary Education in Andalucía, for the 
rights of people to be taught and the principles which help to do the objectives, the structures, and the 
organization of the Educational System, according with the Constitution.

In a multicultural and plurilingual society, the knowledge of a second language contributes to develop 
communication (oral and written comprehension and expression), as well as increasing knowledge and 
experiences of other ways of life and cultures, but also of our own context. Language and environment are 
intertwined to contribute to the knowledge of the world and appreciation of nature.

In plurilingual education the teaching interests are focused on helping the students to achieve the 
four basic skills in Foreign Language: listening, speaking, writing and reading, based on content-based 
instruction. Language is a means of communication and not an isolated matter of study for primary 
students.

This Teaching Unit pretends to fulfill a lacuna in plurilingual syllabuses, in which integrated curriculum 
is usually focused within the school or classroom context. A trip to Odiel Salt Marshes represents an 
important activity to our students at their ages, where they can learn elements, cycle of nature and above 
all, create the value of respect towards the environment. And for this reason a thorough teaching unit has 
been designed to facilitate the teaching-learning process before, during and after the trip.

AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE

According to Article 18 Ley Orgánica 2/2006, 3rd May, Education, the areas where this teaching unit are 
drawn upon are Natural, Social and Cultural Sciences, and Foreign Language.

 

AIMS

AIMS FOR THE STAGE OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

In this teaching unit we will work especially on the following aims:

a) To develop habits of individual and teamwork, effort and responsibility in the study as well as 
attitudes of confidence in itself, critical sense, personal initiative, curiosity, interest and creativity in 
learning.

b) To acquire at least one foreign language, the basic communicative competence that lets them express 
and to understand simple messages that arise in everyday situations.

c) To know and value the natural, social and cultural environment, and to be able to take action in the 
prevention and care of the environment.

d) To know and value the animals close to the human sphere and to adopt behaviors to foster the 
animals’ protection.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE AIMS 

The present unit will work on all the foreign language aims, but especially on these ones:

a) To listen and to understand messages in various verbal interactions, using the information transmitted 
for the execution of diverse concrete tasks related to its experience.  

b) To express and to interact orally in usual and simple situations that have a content and known 
development, using non verbal and verbal procedures and adopting a respectful attitude and of 
cooperation.   
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c) To use the knowledge and the previous experiences with other languages for autonomous and 
efficient, faster acquisition of the foreign language.

AIMS IN THE THIRD CYCLE 

a) To act and function independently in daily activities and civic social groups to which it belongs, 
acknowledging their capabilities and limitations.

b) To show a respectful attitude towards other groups different, valuing the differences and reject any 
form of discrimination.

c) To have confidence in their  own artistic elaborations, enjoy their accomplishment and appreciate 
their contribution to the enjoyment and personal welfare.

d) To behave in accordance with the habits of health and body care arising from knowledge of the 
human body and its possibilities and limitations.

e) To express interest and curiosity to understand the world around him, seeking answers and solutions, 
and taking into account the conditions necessary for its solution.

f) To develop the ability to express in writing their own ideas.
g) To assessing the acquisition of knowledge as a mode of expression and approach to different social 

environments.
h) To establish relations of friendship and sincere cooperation, accepting the diversity of interests and 

opinions, valuing their contribution to the harmonious development of personality.
i)  To participate in group activities adopting a constructive behavior. Responsibility and Solidarity. 

evaluating own and others’ contributions.

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES AIMS    

a) Identify the main elements of the natural environment, social and cultural analysis of their 
organization, their characteristics and interactions and progress in the domain of spatial areas 
increasingly complex.

b) Participate in group activities by adopting responsible behavior, constructive and supportive, while 
respecting the basic principles of democratic functioning.

c) Analyze some manifestations of human intervention in the middle, taking a critical appraisal and 
behavior in the daily life of defense and recovery of ecological balance and conservation of cultural 
heritage.

d) Recognize the natural environment, social and cultural changes and transformations related to the 
passage of time and study some relations of simultaneity and succession to apply this knowledge to 
the understanding of other historical moments.

DIDACTIC AIMS  
  

Didactic aims are divided into cognitive, attitudinal and pedagogic ones. Cognitive aims correspond 
to students’ learning concepts. Attitudinal aims make reference to attitudes that students develop, and 
pedagogic aims are teaching procedures that are closely linked to students’ learning.

COGNITIVE AIMS 

a) To recognize and express the names of some animals and plants. 
b) To ask and answer questions about Salt Marsh.
c) To be able to define the content fluently.
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ATTITUDINAL AIMS 

  a) To have a positive attitude towards the foreign language. 
  b) To respect and have understanding towards the oral and written production of the partners. 
  c) To participate in group activities. 
  d) To promote respect for nature and its life.

PEDAGOGIC AIMS 

  a) To promote an atmosphere of security. 
  b) To promote a friendly climate, without competition. 
  c) To promote work in groups. 

BASIC COMPETENCES 

This teaching unit favors the development of the following competences:

• Communicative linguistic competence.
• Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
• Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
• Competence in personal autonomy and initiative. 
• Social and civic competence 
• Cultural and artistic competence

METHODOLOGY 

This teaching unit is drawn upon Crown Decree 2/2006, May the 3rd, article 6.2, by which the curriculum 
for Primary Education is established, and which sets the curriculum for the Foreign Language Area is based 
on the Communicative Approach, and Junta de Andalucía Decree 230/2007, July the 31st, advocating for 
the learning of a foreign language through Content and Language Integrated Language methodology. 
In this sense, we will try to develop the students’ linguistic skills (listening, speaking, writing, reading), 
inductively through the natural use of concepts belonging to the field of natural sciences.

With this work we want the students to acquire a multilingual and multicultural competence to ensure 
communication and lead to respect for all languages. We are proposing the integration of content from 
other areas in the knowledge of the subject of a Foreign Language. The methodology is carried out to 
increase knowledge, using contextual elements, with a progressive learning, cyclic, functional and 
meaningful context. We focus on topics close to the student and activities where the students are involved 
consistent with the timing.

We especially avoid the translation of items, and encourage reflection exercises. The teacher has an 
important role because it works actively with the student (center of our teaching), active content on the 
student and he always communicates in English naturally.
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CONTENTS

Course: 6th Title:
Our environment!

Duration: 3 lessons
Time: March   

JUSTIFICATION

 This is a very attractive and near topic since pupils’ psychological stage creates curiosity to learn new 
things while they are having fun.

FINAL TASK: Draw an animal you are identified with.

    
UNIT OBJECTIVES

1. To identify and name different animals and plants.
2. To describe different characteristic of the environment.
3. To explain different characteristic of the animals and plants.
4. To learn about the importance of our environment. 
5. To promote an atmosphere of security. 
6. To promote a friendly climate, without competition. 
7. To promote the work in groups.
8. To have a positive attitude towards the foreign language. 
9. To respect and understanding towards the oral and written production of the companions.
10. To participate in group activities. 
11. To promote respect for nature and its life.

BASIC COMPETENCES

 Communicative Linguistic competences (related to the contents of this unit); social and civic 
competence (environment norms); Cultural and artistic competence (to imagine, to paint and to 
know about the culture of animals and environment); Knowledge and interaction with the physical 
environment competence; Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way; 
Competence in personal autonomy and initiative.



245

UNIDADES DIDÁCTICAS EN INGLÉS PARA SALIDA ESCOLAR A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL

    CONTENTS    

Block 1: Listening, speaking and conversing:
 o Greeting and farewell routines.
 o Oral interaction: question and answers.
 o Comprehensive listening with visual help.

Block 2: Reading and writing
 o Comprehensive reading of small texts with different aims.
 o Completing sentences with the unit´s vocabulary.

Block 3: Language awareness
 o Question and short answer: Are there any....?
 o Vocabulary about characteristics of the animals and plants
 o Memorizing and using the vocabulary.

Block 4: Socio-cultural aspects and intercultural awareness.
 o Share with others our knowledge and experience about the environments.
 o Learn differences between animals and plants.

Block 5: Environment and conservation.
 o Humans as components of the environment and its ability to act on nature.
 o Valuing diversity and richness of the landscapes of the Spanish territory and interest to know 

landscapes of other places.

Block 6: Diversity of living 
 o Using keys and identification guides of animals and plants.
 o Search information about living beings and their living conditions.

Connection with other areas 

Artistic education: Make an animal identity 
card. Draw animals.
Environmental education: talk about natural 
environment, in this case Marismas del 
Odiel. 
Language: to interact and express themselves 
appropriately in social and cultural activity, 
adopting an attitude of respect and 
cooperation, to become aware of their 
own feelings and ideas and to control one’s 
behavior.
Foreign Language orally express themselves 
and interact with content and develop 
knowledge, using verbal and nonverbal 
procedures.

Education in values 
    
 
Civic and moral education: keeping and respecting.
Environment education: Respect our environment 
and recycling.
Foreign language: read a book that explains the 
animals in this area are endangered.

    
RESOURCES

Flashcards, student notebook, scissors, colours pencil, taboo cards, pictures, digital projector.
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EVALUATION 

Tools: Direct observation, participation in the classroom activities, final task.
 
Criteria:
 

 o To be able to identify and name the different animals and plants.
 o Learn how to describe the elements of environment.

Instruments to assess students in class should be direct observation to the students, observation of 
each student that is if they perform the activities listed, if they behave properly, if they participate in 
class.
However we could relate to the assessment of the Royal Decree which would include:

1. The assessment of learning processes will be continuous and comprehensive and taking into account 
students’ progress in all curriculum areas.

2. The evaluation will be carried out taking into account the different elements of the curriculum.

3. The evaluation criteria will be areas concerning essential to assess the degree of acquisition 
basic skills.

4. In the context of continuous assessment process, when a student’s progress is not appropriate, 
measures of educational reinforcement will be developed. These measures shall be taken at any time 
as soon as difficulties are identified and are designed to ensure the acquisition of learning essential to 
continue the educational process.

5. Teachers will assess both the learning of students and teaching processes and their own 
teaching practice.
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7 
 

 

    ACTIVITIES/TIME DISTRIBUTION  

 

 

 

OPENING ACTIVITIES 

 

MAIN ACTIVITIES 

 

CLOSING ACTIVITIES 
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- Greet and hello routines. 
 
- Find the following words in 

the dictionary. 
 

 

 

Marismas del Odiel 

 

- Complete the gaps with some words and 
answer the questions. 

 
 

- Vocabulary: Match the 
names with the pictures. 
Search in the dictionary the 
plants and animals that you 
do not know.  

 
- Farewell: Goodbye routine. 
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- Greet and hello routines. 
 

- TRUE OR FALSE? Think about 
these sentences and write 
why they are false (if false). 
With the help of pre-
information of Marismas del 
Odiel that we give, it will be 
easier.  

 
 

 

 

Marisma del Odiel’s Trip 

 

- Make a trip to the Marismas del Odiel. 
 
 
 
 

- Answer some questions. 
 

 

 

 

 

-Search for the partner’s card 
which is complimentary to 
you. 

 

 

- Farewell: Goodbye routine. 
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- Greet and hello routines. 
 

-Tick the typical plants of 
Marismas del Odiel. 

 

 

 

Final Tasks 

- Fill in the gaps. 

- Write  the questions for the following 
answers. 

 

 

 

- Search the word in the 
vocabulary that you know that 
is not in the same semantic 
group. 

 
- Farewell: Goodbye routine. 
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8 
 

 

ATTENTION TO DIVERSITY  

According to Decree 2/2006, article 71, which establishes that when students cannot get the most of their personal 
capacities and the stage aims, the teacher will do curricular changes and what is necessary to favor their progress. 

 

Reinforcement and Extension activities        

O Extension worksheet unit. (See attachment number 2)  
O Extra activity: a class survey.  

 

    
    

 

 
 
 

CLASS SURVEY 
1. What activity did you like more? 
 
ANSWER:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2. What activity did you like less? 
 
ANSWER:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
3. Circle or color the face in relation to the content: 
 
VOCABULARY                      
 
PICTURES                          
 
EXERCISES                    
 
FLASHCARDS                
 
SPEAKING ACTIVITIES           
 
 
4. What exercise would you have liked to appear? 
 
A SONG ACTIVITY? 
 
A GAME ACTIVITY? 
 
A COLOR ACTIVITY? 
 
ANOTHER ACTIVITY? 
 
YOU MUST SPECIFY WHAT ACTIVITY 
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REINFORCEMENT AND EXTENSION ACTIVITY 

1.  Match the pictures of animals with the other pictures of sea, air and land.

                   

www.todofondo.com/descarga/mar1024agosto04.jpg    recursos.cnice.mec.es/.../img/escorrentia.jpg         claraboya.blogia.com/.../20080324135801-aire.jpg

2. Write the missing letter in each word:

SA_T MA_SH     ;      PE_ICAN     ;     EN_IRONMENT     ;     S_A   ;    DU_K    ;     B_ZZARD

3.  Put in order the letter for form differents words:

D I L E____  ;  O S E O G_____  ;  L A P T N_____  ;  I R A____  ; C A V B L O U A Y R _______

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Decree 230/2007 July the 31st, which establishes the right order and the teaching corresponding to 
Primary Education in Andalusia.

Order of August the 10th, which develops the curriculum and the evaluation in the teaching-learning 
process of the Primary Education in Andalusia.

Organic Law 2/2006 May the 3rd, of Education (LOE).
Royal Decree 1513 of 2006 December the 7th, which establishes the minimum teaching for the Primary 

Education.
Decree 1513/2006, December the 7th, which establishes the minimum teaching of Primary Education.
Decree 105/1992, June the 9th, which establishes the objectives of third cycle of Primary. 
http://www.esljunction.com/esl-efl-flashcards/birds-flashcard
http://www.educapeques.com/ingles/portal.php 
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Student workbook

PRE-TASKS: 

1. Complete the gaps with some words and answer the questions: 

Ø What plants _____ you _____ in the Salt Marsh? 

I ____________ the following plants: _________, _________ and __________. 

Ø What animals ______ you ______ in the Salt Marsh? 

I _____________ the following animals: ________, _________ and __________. 

Ø How _______ _____ _______ the environment of Salt Marsh? Choose the correct adjectives from the 
box : 

Hot      dry      green 

Cold     florid      rainy

2. Find the following words in the dictionary : 

*SALT MARSH= 
*ESTUARY= 
*ECOSYSTEM= 
*BEACH= 
*DUNE= 
*SALT PONDS= 
*COAST=

3. Vocabulary: Match the names with the pictures. Search in the dictionary the plants and animals 
that you do not know. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                      THE LITTLE EGRET                                   
                                                                  THE GREY HERON
                                                           THE WESTERN MARSH-HARRIER 
                                                                 THE BLACK-WINGED STILT
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Ø TRIP-TASKS : 

1. TRUE OR FALSE? Think about this sentences and write why is false (if is false). With the help of pre-
information of Marismas del Odiel that we give you will be easier. 

* The water of marsh is freshwater. 

* There are not plants in a marsh. 

* Marismas del Odiel is situated in Sevilla. 

* There are a lot of birds in a marsh.

2. At the end of the trip we give to pupils a question: 

Would you come back to the Salt Marsh? 

Explain your answer with three sentences: affirmative, negative and exclamatory.
 

3. Search for the partner’s card which is complementary to yours. 

The teacher gives them a card for each person. In the card there are names or drawings of a typical 
animal of “Marismas del Odiel”. Pupils must find the complementary card.
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Ø POST-TASKS : 

1. Search the word in the vocabulary that you know that is not in the same semantic group. 

Grasses 
Mangraves 
Shellfish 
Seaweed 
Fresh water 
Sushes 
Seed

2. Fill the gaps: 

Ø What ____ you _____ in the salt marsh? 
I saw _____________________________________________ 

Ø What animals ___ there? 
There _____________________________________________ 

Ø What kind of fauna ____ tipical of salt marsh? 
__________________________________________________

3. Ask your partner about your knowledge or your preferences of Marismas del Odiel. If your partner 
answers correctly, he or she has to ask other partners. 

4. Tick the plants tipical of Marismas del Odiel: 

Glass worf, Perennial glass worf, Rose, Gord-grass, Sea Lavender, Poppy, Cereals, Europpean Maran 
Glass, Sunflower, Tulip.

5. Make the questions for the following answers: 

Ø ___________________________________________ ? 
Yes, I like Marismas del Odiel. 

Ø ___________________________________________ ? 

I drank a cola. 
Ø ___________________________________________ ? 

I ate a sandwich. 
Ø ___________________________________________ ? 

I saw many animals and plants.
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PRE-TASKS:

Activity 1:
This activity will last for five or six minutes, and students have to answer questions acoording to the 

information the have found.

Activity 2:
This activity consists of a limited time of 15 minutes, since it is a longer activity. Student must search for 

key words in the dictionary, and this entails a bit of precision built and time.

Activity 3:
This activity has a duration of 15 minutes, because after that the students join the birds with their 

drawings, they must look for plants and animals known through the dictionary, and according to the 
animals and plants they know. 

TRIP-TASKS:

Activity 1:
This activity is designed for duration of five minutes, as the students through the information given 

activity must answer true or false.

Activity 2:
This activity involves a time of 15 minutes as it involves grammar.

 Activity 3:
This work, creativity involves a time of 20 minutes, as students carry out an activity about a game, and 

so we give them 20 minutes.

POST-TASKS:

Activity 1:
This activity involves a period of five minutes, and you just have to look at the vocabulary that they 

know the words that do not fall in the range of vocabulary that they face.

Activity 2:
The activity lasts five minutes, since students must only fill in the gaps that must be learned from the 

unit.

 Activity 3:
This activity has duration of 10 minutes, as it would play in pairs and questions on the subject.

Activity 4:
This activity would have a maximum duration of five minutes, and must only point out the typical plants 

of the Odiel Marshes.

Activity 5:
This activity will last for five or six minutes, and students must answer questions.
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ANNEX I

BIRDS FLASHCARDS  

• Bibliografía: http://www.esljunction.com/esl-efl-flashcards/birds-flashcards/
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ANNEX II  

                                                                   
Speaking activities : 

“TABOO ” The exercise consists in guessing a word. The speaker cannot say the words in the card (that 
are taboo words ) to the guesser.

        

EXAMPLE

* The word for guessing is COAST. The pupil takes the card and he cannot say: littoral and sea.
The pupils have to give clues without saying these words.

Putting a blurred picture about some aspect of the Odiel´s marsh. Teacher provide clues about the 
image and the students have to propose ideas of what can it be.
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EXAMPLE:    Clues:    - this picture is about a typical animal of Odiel marsh.
                        - there are some animals in the photo.
                                           - this animal is a bird.
                                - the color of the bird is white and pink.
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ANNEX III 

Final Task: 

1.  Imagine you are an animal that you saw in the Odiel Marshes, what animal would you be? Draw it.

  EXAMPLE:





UNIDAD DIDÁCTICA PARA EDUCACIÓN PRIMARIA

EDUCACIÓN PLURILINGÜE: LENGUA 
EXTRANJERA (INGLÉS) Y CONOCIMIENTO DEL 

MEDIO NATURAL Y SOCIAL

EXCURSIÓN A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL (HUELVA)

Esta unidad didáctica ha sido realizada por Jorge Villamarín Fonseca, María Borrero López, Sergio Fraile 
Román y Laura Martínez Márquez, alumnos de la asignatura Didáctica del Idioma I (inglés), curso 2009/10, 
bajo la supervisión pedagógica del profesor Fernando D. Rubio Alcalá.
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A DAY TRIP TO ODIEL SALT MARSHES

INTRODUCTION

The present Teaching Unit follows the recommendations of the School Curricular Project, the Order 
2/2006, May 3rd of Education (LOE), together with the Decree 1513/2006 of December 7th, which states 
the minimum learning process of Primary Education, and the Decree 230/2007 of July 31st, for the 
establishment and the teaching-learning process corresponding at Primary Education in Andalucía, for the 
rights of people to be taught and the principles which help to do the objectives, the structures, and the 
organization of the Educational System, according with the Constitution.

In a multicultural and plurilingual society, the knowledge of a second language contributes to develop 
communication (oral and written comprehension and expression), as well as increasing knowledge and 
experiences of other ways of life and cultures, but also of our own context. Language and environment are 
intertwined to contribute to the knowledge of the world and appreciation of nature.

In plurilingual education the teaching interests are focused on helping the students to achieve the 
four basic skills in Foreign Language: listening, speaking, writing and reading, based on content-based 
instruction. Language is a means of communication and not an isolated matter of study for primary 
students.

This Teaching Unit pretends to fulfill a lacuna in plurilingual syllabuses, in which integrated curriculum 
is usually focused within the school or classroom context. A trip to Odiel Salt Marshes represents an 
important activity to our students at their ages, where they can learn elements, cycle of nature and above 
all, create the value of respect towards the environment. And for this reason a thorough teaching unit has 
been designed to facilitate the teaching-learning process before, during and after the trip.

AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE

According to Article 18 Ley Orgánica 2/2006, 3rd May, Education, the areas where this teaching unit are 
drawn upon are Natural, Social and Cultural Sciences, and Foreign Language.

 

AIMS

AIMS FOR THE STAGE OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

In this teaching unit we will work especially on the following aims:
a) To develop habits of individual and teamwork, effort and responsibility in the study as well as 

attitudes of confidence in itself, critical sense, personal initiative, curiosity, interest and creativity in 
learning.

b) To acquire at least one foreign language, the basic communicative competence that lets them express 
and to understand simple messages that arise in everyday situations.

c) To know and value the natural, social and cultural environment, and to be able to take action in the 
prevention and care of the environment.

d) To know and value the animals close to the human sphere and to adopt behaviors to foster the 
animals’ protection.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE AIMS 

The present unit will work on all the foreign language aims, but especially on these ones:
a) To listen and to understand messages in various verbal interactions, using the information transmitted 

for the execution of diverse concrete tasks related to its experience.  
b) To express and to interact orally in usual and simple situations that have a content and known 

development, using non verbal and verbal procedures and adopting a respectful attitude and of 
cooperation.  

c) To write diverse texts with various purposes on previously treated topics in the classroom and with 
the aid of samples. 
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d) To value the foreign language, and all the languages in general as media and understanding among 
people of origins and diverse cultures and as a tool of learning of different contents.  

e) To use the knowledge and the previous experiences with other languages for autonomous and 
efficient, faster acquisition of the foreign language.

AIMS IN THE THIRD CYCLE 

a) To collaborate in the planning and execution of activities in group, to accept the norms that are 
established democratically, respecting different points of view, and to assume the responsibilities 
that correspond.

b) To establish relations with the people, valuing the differences of social type, showing attitudes of 
solidarity and tolerance and rejecting any discrimination.

c) To communicate their opinions and feelings and to be receptive to others, using creatively the different 
languages (verbal, corporal, plastic, graphic, numerical…), developing the sensibility aesthetics, the 
capacity of enjoying and the logical thought.

d) To identify and to present questioning and problems from its routine experience, declaring curiosity 
by understanding the world that surrounds them.

e) To declare a positive attitude toward the well done and reflexive work, valuing its practical utility and 
its formative and playful potentialities.

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES AIMS

b) To develop habits of individual work and of team, of effort and responsibility in the study as well as 
attitudes of confidence in itself, critical sense, personal initiative, curiosity, interest and creativity in 
the learning.

f) To acquire in, at least, one foreign language the basic communicative competence which permits 
them to express and to understand simple messages and to be unfolded in routine situations.  

h) To know and value its cultural, social, and natural environment, as well as the possibilities of action 
and care of the same one.

j) To use different representations and artistic expressions and to be initiated in the construction of 
visual proposals.

 l) To know and value the closest animals to the Human Being and to adopt ways of behavior that favor 
its care.

DIDACTIC AIMS 

Didactic aims are divided into cognitive, attitudinal and pedagogic ones. Cognitive aims correspond 
to students’ learning concepts. Attitudinal aims make reference to attitudes that students develop, and 
pedagogic aims are teaching procedures that are closely linked to students’ learning.

COGNITIVE AIMS
 
• To identify the parts of typical insects of the “Marismas del Odiel”
• To name typical animals from “Marismas del Odiel”
• To know the fauna and flora of this environment
• To learn about the parts of animal bodies
• To learn new animal names
• To learn about the different parts of plants that we eat
• To learn about the needs of plants
• To learn about the life cycle of plants
• To learn new vocabulary related to plants
• To recognize grammar structures like present simple and past simple
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ATTITUDINAL AIMS

• To respect the environment of their country

PEDAGOGIC AIMS

• To facilitate students new vocabulary about this environment
• To organize a trip for students know the fauna and flora

BASIC COMPETENCES

This teaching unit favors the development of the following competences:
• Communicative linguistic competence.
• Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
• Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
• Competence in personal autonomy and initiative.

METHODOLOGY

This teaching unit is drawn upon Crown Decree 2/2006, May the 3rd, article 6.2, by which the curriculum 
for Primary Education is established, and which sets the curriculum for the Foreign Language Area is based 
on the Communicative Approach, and Junta de Andalucía Decree 230/2007, July the 31st, advocating for 
the learning of a foreign language through Content and Language Integrated Language methodology. 
In this sense, we will try to develop the students’ linguistic skills (listening, speaking, writing, reading), 
inductively through the natural use of concepts belonging to the field of natural sciences. 

CLIL is a way to teach curricular contents of a subject and a foreign language at the same time. This 
methodology (CLIL) develops knowledge and interaction with physical environment competence, 
the competence and attitude to continue learning in an autonomy way and the competence personal 
autonomy and initiative. In Natural, Social and Cultural Science, CLIL helps students to increase the 
vocabulary about the subject and they go on with the language at the same time. The English vocabulary 
acquisition motivates students and make them feel self-confidence when they want speak in English.
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CONTENTS

   Course: 6th    Title:
“Marismas del Odiel”

   Duration: 3 lessons
   Time: March   

    JUSTIFICATION

    This is a very attractive and near topic since pupils’ psychological stage creates curiosity to learn new 
things while they are having fun.

   FINAL TASK: MAKE A COLLAGE WITH THE PHOTOS TAKEN IN THE TRIP

    UNIT OBJECTIVES

• To identify the parts of typical insects of the “Marismas del Odiel”
• To name typical animals from “Marismas del Odiel”
• To know the fauna and flora of this environment
• To learn about the parts of animal bodies
• To learn new animal names
• To learn about the different parts of plants that we eat
• To learn about the needs of plants
• To learn about the life cycle of plants
• To learn new vocabulary related to plants
• To recognize grammar structures like present simple and past simple
• To respect the environment of their country
• To recognize flora and fauna with a trip

BASIC COMPETENCES 
     This teaching unit favors the development of the following competences:
Communicative linguistic competence.
Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
Competence in personal autonomy and initiative.

    CONTENTS    

   Block 1: Listening, speaking and conversing:
 o Comprehensive listening with visual help.

   Block 2: Reading and writing
 o Comprehensive reading of small texts with different aims.
 o Completing sentences with the unit´s vocabulary.

   Block 3: Language awareness
 o Vocabulary about characteristics of the animals and plants.
 o  Memorizing and using the vocabulary.

   Block 4: Socio-cultural aspects and intercultural awareness.
 o Share with others our knowledge and experience about the environments.
 o Learn differences between animals and plants.
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Connection with other areas

• Artistic education: To make a collage with the 
photos taken in the trip

Education in values
    

• Civic and moral education: Keeping and 
respecting.

• Environment education: Respect our 
environment. 

    
   RESOURCES

Student notebook, scissors, colours pencils, photos, worksheets. 

 
  
  EVALUATION

  Tools: Direct observation, participation in the classroom activities, final task.
 
  Criteria:  
   

 o To be able to identify and name the different animals and plants.
 o Learn how to describe differences.
 o Make a collage with the photos taken in the trip.
 o To be able to identify the parts of typical insects of the “Marismas del Odiel”.
 o To be able to recognize grammar structures like present simple and past simple.
 o Learn how to respect the environment of their country.
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8 
 

ACTIVITIES/TIME DISTRIBUTION 
 

 

OPENING ACTIVITIES 

 

MAIN ACTIVITIES 

 

CLOSING ACTIVITIES 
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- - Tell a story with photos 
about “Marismas del Odiel”. 
This could help students to 
know new things about this 
place 

 

 

Marismas del Odiel 

 
- Vocabulary introduction with 

worksheets 
 

 
 
 
- Remind the vocabulary 

learned 
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Computer rooms 

- Locate “Marismas del 
Odiel” in Huelva and 
Andalusia maps (TIC 
activity) 
 

 

 

 

Marisma del Odiel’s Trip 

- Make a trip to the Marismas del 
Odiel. 
 

 

 

 

-  Conclusions and reflections 
about the trip 
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- Discuss about the 
different animals and 
plants which they saw in 
the trip.  

- Discuss about the 
importance of the 
environment 

 

 

Final Tasks 

- Write an essay about their 
experience lived in the trip (20 
words) 

 

 

 

 
- Make a collage with the 

photos taken in the trip 
 

 

  ATTENTION TO DIVERSITY 

According to Decree 2/2006, article 71, which establish that when students cannot get the most of their 
personal capacities and the stage aims, the teacher will do curricular changes and what is necessary to favor their 
progress. 

 

   Reinforcement and Extension activities: Worksheets     



267

UNIDADES DIDÁCTICAS EN INGLÉS PARA SALIDA ESCOLAR A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Decree 230/2007 July the 31st, which establishes the right order and the teaching corresponding to 
Primary Education in Andalucía.

Order of August the 10th, which develops the curriculum and the evaluation in the teaching-learning 
process of the Primary Education in Andalucía.

Organic Law 2/2006 May the 3rd, of Education (LOE).
Royal Decree 1513 of 2006 December the 7th, which establishes the minimum teaching for the Primary 

Education.



268

LA EDUCACIÓN PLURILINGÜE: INGLÉS Y CONOCIMIENTO DEL MEDIO

Student workbook

1. Tell a story with photos about “Marismas del Odiel”. This could help students to know new things 
about this place

2. Vocabulary introduction with worksheets

3. Remember the vocabulary learned

4. Locate “Marismas del Odiel” in Huelva and Andalusia maps (TIC activity)

5. Make a trip to Marismas del Odiel.

6. Conclusions and reflections about the trip

7. Discuss about the different animals and plants which you saw yesterday in the trip. 
 Discuss about the importance of the environment

8. Write an essay about your experience lived in the trip (20 words)

9. Make a collage with the photos taken in the trip
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TASKS

MacMillan Iberia S.A. 2009. Science Zone Primary 1st Cycle: CLIL Lessons for interactive whiteboards 

worksheets.





UNIDAD DIDÁCTICA PARA EDUCACIÓN PRIMARIA

EDUCACIÓN PLURILINGÜE: LENGUA 
EXTRANJERA (INGLÉS) Y CONOCIMIENTO DEL 

MEDIO NATURAL Y SOCIAL

EXCURSIÓN A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL (HUELVA)

Esta unidad didáctica ha sido realizada por María José Hernández González y Juan Antonio Pascual Martín, 
alumnos de la asignatura Didáctica del Idioma I (inglés), curso 2009/10, bajo la supervisión pedagógica del 
profesor Fernando D. Rubio Alcalá.
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A DAY TRIP TO ODIEL SALT MARSHES

INTRODUCTION

The present Teaching Unit follows the recommendations of the School Curricular Project, the Order 
2/2006, May 3rd of Education (LOE), together with the Decree 1513/2006 of December 7th, which states 
the minimum learning process of Primary Education, and the Decree 230/2007 of July 31st, for the 
establishment and the teaching-learning process corresponding at Primary Education in Andalucía, for the 
rights of people to be taught and the principles which help to do the objectives, the structures, and the 
organization of the Educational System, according with the Constitution.

In a multicultural and plurilingual society, the knowledge of a second language contributes to develop 
communication (oral and written comprehension and expression), as well as increasing knowledge and 
experiences of other ways of life and cultures, but also of our own context. Language and environment are 
intertwined to contribute to the knowledge of the world and appreciation of nature.

In plurilingual education the teaching interests are focused on helping the students to achieve the 
four basic skills in Foreign Language: listening, speaking, writing and reading, based on content-based 
instruction. Language is a means of communication and not an isolated matter of study for primary 
students.

This Teaching Unit pretends to fulfill a lacuna in plurilingual syllabuses, in which integrated curriculum 
is usually focused within the school or classroom context. A trip to Odiel Salt Marshes represents an 
important activity to our students at their ages, where they can learn elements, cycle of nature and above 
all, create the value of respect towards the environment. And for this reason a thorough teaching unit has 
been designed to facilitate the teaching-learning process before, during and after the trip.

AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE

According to Article 18 Ley Orgánica 2/2006, 3rd May, Education, the areas where this teaching unit are 
drawn upon are Natural, Social and Cultural Sciences, and Foreign Language.

 

AIMS

AIMS FOR THE STAGE OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

In this teaching unit we will work especially on the following aims:

a) To develop habits of individual and teamwork, effort and responsibility in the study as well as 
attitudes of confidence in itself, critical sense, personal initiative, curiosity, interest and creativity in 
learning.

b) To acquire at least one foreign language, the basic communicative competence that lets them express 
and to understand simple messages that arise in everyday situations.

c) To know and value the natural, social and cultural environment, and to be able to take action in the 
prevention and care of the environment.

d) To know and value the animals close to the human sphere and to adopt behaviors to foster the 
animals’ protection.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE AIMS

The present unit will work on all the foreign language aims, but especially on these ones:

a) To listen and to understand messages in various verbal interactions, using the information transmitted 
for the execution of diverse concrete tasks related to its experience.  

b) To express and to interact orally in usual and simple situations that have a content and known 
development, using non verbal and verbal procedures and adopting a respectful attitude and of 
cooperation.  

c) To read of comprehensive form diverse texts, related to its experiences and interests, extracting 
specific and general information according to a prior purpose.

d) To use the knowledge and the previous experiences with other languages for autonomous and 
efficient, faster acquisition of the foreign language.

AIMS IN THE THIRD CYCLE

a) To be able to listen and understand oral messages of progressive complexity, like instructions or 
explanations, oral interactions or tapes in audiovisual and computer 

b) To be able to orally communicate in real or simulated situations with enough autonomy, efficacy and 
complexity based in known grammar structures, showing interest to express orally in individual or 
group activities.

c) To read and understand different texts, on paper and digital supports, adapted to the competence of 
the students, to use global and specific information in the development of tasks or projects to enjoy 
the reading.

d) To compose own texts of different communicational situations, more complex and rich in lexical and 
grammatical structures, to transmit with diverse communicational intentions.

e) To collaborate in the planning and execution of activities in group, to accept the norms that are 
established democratically, respecting different points of view, and to assume the responsibilities 
that correspond.

f) To communicate their opinions and feelings and to be receptive to others, using creatively the 
different languages (verbal, corporal, plastic, graphic, numerical…), developing the sensibility 
esthetics, the capacity of enjoying and the logical thought.

g) To identify and to present questioning and problems from its routine experience, declaring curiosity 
by understanding the world that surrounds them.

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES AIMS

a) To indentify the main elements of natural, social and cultural environments, analyzing their 
characteristics organization and interactions, and progressing in command habits more complex.

b) To participate in group activities adopting a responsible behavior, constructive and solidarity, 
analyzing the intervention of human being in the environment, valuing it critically and adopting a 
behavior in their daily life of defense and the recovery of ecologic balance and conservation.

c) To recognize environment, social and cultural changes and transformations related with the passage 
of time and investigate the processes to be able to use that kind knowledge to understand other 
historic moments.

d) To interpret, express and represent facts, concepts and processes of natural, social and cultural 
environment through numeric codes, graphs, cartography and others.

e) To use the technologies of information and communication to obtain information as instrument 
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to learn and share knowledge, valuing their contribution to the improvement of everyone’s life 
conditions.

DIDACTIC AIMS 

Didactic aims are divided into cognitive, attitudinal and pedagogic ones. Cognitive aims correspond 
to students’ learning concepts. Attitudinal aims make reference to attitudes that students develop, and 
pedagogic aims are teaching procedures that are closely linked to students’ learning.

COGNITIVE AIMS

• to be able to identify the characteristics of a marsh.
• to be able to identify and name different kinds of animals and plants.
• to be able to locate where Marismas del Odiel are.
• to know the most important migrations of birds.

 

ATTITUDINAL AIMS

• to develop environmental awareness.
• to show interest for the natural processes that transform the environment.
• to understand the positive and negative effects that human being may have in the natural environment.
• to show interest to work with other students and interact with them using the second language, to 

improve friendship and oral skills.

PEDAGOGIC AIMS

• to allow students learn through their own experience in a marsh

BASIC COMPETENCES

This teaching unit favors the development of the following competences:
• Communicative linguistic competence.
• Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
• Information treatment and digital competence. 
• Social and civic competences.
• Cultural and artistic competences.
• Competence in personal autonomy and initiative. 

METHODOLOGY

This teaching unit is drawn upon Crown Decree 2/2006, May the 3rd, article 6.2, by which the curriculum 
for Primary Education is established, and which sets the curriculum for the Foreign Language Area is based 
on the Communicative Approach, and Junta de Andalucía Decree 230/2007, July the 31st, advocating for 
the learning of a foreign language through Content and Language Integrated Language methodology. 
In this sense, we will try to develop the students’ linguistic skills (listening, speaking, writing, reading), 
inductively through the natural use of concepts belonging to the field of natural sciences.

Such learning will be done in a way to make it meaning for students, and at the same time, gives the 
opportunity to students to take a huge part in their own learning process through group activities and 
discussions; favoring not only the teacher-student social interaction, but student-student interaction as 
well.
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TEACHING UNIT

Course: 5th Title:
Visiting Marismas del Odiel

Duration: 3 lessons
Time: March   

    JUSTIFICATION:   

Whole class must be prepared a few days before going to Marismas del Odiel with theory and pre-task 
activities related to the subject in question. This creates an idea on the pupils about what are they 
going to meet once they arrive at the marsh.

UNIT OBJECTIVES

• to be able to identify the characteristics of a marsh.
• to be able to identify and name different kinds of animals and plants.
• to be able to locate where Marismas del Odiel are.
• to know the most important migrations of birds.
• to develop environmental awareness.
• to show interest for the natural processes that transform the environment.
• to understand the positive and negative effects that human being may have in the natural 

environment.
• to show interest to work with other students and interact with them using the second language, 

to improve friendship and oral skills.

BASIC COMPETENCES

• Communicative linguistic competence.
• Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
• Information treatment and digital competence. 
• Social and civic competences.
• Cultural and artistic competences.
• Competence in personal autonomy and initiative. 
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CONTENTS: 

Block 1: Listening, speaking and conversing:
 o Greeting and farewell routines.
 o Oral interaction: question and answers.
 o Comprehensive listening with visual help.

Block 2: Reading and writing:
 o Comprehensive reading of small texts with different aims.
 o Completing sentences with the unit vocabulary.

Block 3: Language awareness:
 o Question and short answer: Are there any....?
 o Vocabulary about characteristics of the animals and plants
 o Memorizing and using the vocabulary.

Block 4: Marsh environment:
 o Characteristics of a marsh
 o Plants and animals we can find in a marsh.
 o Location of Marismas del Odiel
 o Most important bird migrations.

Block 5: Socio-cultural aspects and intercultural awareness:
 o Share with others our knowledge and experience about the environment.
 o Group activities using second language.

Block 6: Natural environment and its conservation:
 o Use and interpretation of different representations about the same subject (maps, aerial photos, 

sketches and other technological media.
 o Characteristics of the environment and its main weather changes related with its influence on the 

landscape and human activity.
 o Positive and negative aspects of human being in natural environments.

CONNECTION WITH OTHER AREAS

• Artistic education: Map and poster drawings.

EDUCATION IN VALUES    

• Environment awareness.
• Encourage students to work in groups, 

listening and discussing other students’ 
opinions.

    
    RESOURCES

PowerPoint, student workbook, Tour Guide “Centro Anastasio Senra”
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    EVALUATION

Tools: Direct observation, participation in the classroom activities, final task. 

Students must pass the following criteria:  

• Be able to communicate using short and long expressions, to deal with real life and group work 
situations.

• Show respect for natural environments and kind of life that may live in them.
• Participate in group activities using second language as tool for communication and participate in 

discussions about different subjects with other students.
• Know the main characteristics of a marsh to be able to recognize a marsh environment, as well as 

the different animals and plants that live in them.
• Understand why birds migrate and know the main routes of their migrations.
• Listen and understand to explanations in class and during the trip, adopting a good behaviour.
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    ACTIVITIES/TIME DISTRIBUTION 
 

 

OPENING ACTIVITIES 

 

MAIN ACTIVITIES 

 

CLOSING ACTIVITIES 
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- Greet and hello routines. 
- Play: The word of the day 

is “environment”. 
 

 

 

Marismas del Odiel 

- Theoretical lesson: Use the 
PowerPoint and work with the 
sheet, listen and read about 
marshes. 

- Vocabulary introduction. 
- Do worksheet number 1. 
- Short debate about what the class 

learned that day. 
 

 
 
 
 

- Remember the classroom 
rules. 

- Farewell: Goodbye routine. 
 

LE
SS

O
N

 2
: T

ri
p 

 

 

- Greet and hello routines. 
 

 

 

Marisma del Odiel’s Trip 

- Trip to Marismas del Odiel. 
- Answer some questions. 
- "Locate and name" Game: students 

have to find and name an animal, 
plant or marsh zone, doing so will 
award 1 point, student with most 
points win the game. 

- Do worksheet 2. 
 

 

 

- Farewell: Goodbye routine. 
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- Greet and hello routines. 
 

 

Final Tasks 

- Discuss about the different animals 
and plants which we saw during the 
trip. 

- Discuss about the importance of the 
environment. 

- Do worksheet 3. 

 

 
- Farewell: Goodbye routine. 

 

 

ATTENTION TO DIVERSITY 

According to Decree 2/2006, article 71, which establishes when students cannot get the most of their 
personal capacities and the stage aims, the teacher will do curricular changes and what is necessary to favor their 
progress. 
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SHEET FOR THEORETICAL LESSON
 

What is a salt marsh? 

A salt marsh is an environment in the upper coastal interdinal zone between land and salty water , 
dominated by dense stands of salt-tolerant plants such as herbs and grasses . These plants are terrestrial 
in origin and are essential to the stability of the salt marsh in trapping and binding sediments. Salt marshes 
are considered an important ecosystem because they play a large role in the aquatic food web and the 
exporting of nutrients to coastal waters. They also provide support to terrestrial animals such as migrating 
birds as well as providing coastal protection.

 
Where can we find Salt Marshes?

Salt marshes occur on low-energy coasts in temperate and high-latitudes. These typically include 
sheltered environments such as embayments, estuaries and the lee barrier of islands and spits. 

What kind of flora and fauna can we find in a Salt Marsh?

Plant species diversity is relatively low, since the flora must be tolerant of salt. The most common salt 
marsh plants are glassworts and the cordgrass which have worldwide distribution. 

A wide variety of invertebrates live in salt marshes: insects, crustaceans, mollusks, worms and more. 
Only two reptiles are salt marsh specialists: Diamondback Terrapin and Salt Marsh Water Snake. 

Birds are the animals we see most in the salt marsh.

Mammals are the hardest animals to observe in the salt marsh. Many are nocturnal and most are 
secretive. Some common mammals include raccoons, mink, and muskrats.

Salt marshes are quite photosynthetically active and are extremely productive habitats. They serve as 
depositories for a large amount of organic matter and are full of decomposition, which feeds a broad food 
chain of organisms from bacteria to mammals.  
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 Bird Migration

Many bird populations migrate long 
distances along a flyway. The most common 
pattern involves flying north in the spring to 
breed in the temperate or Artic summer and 
returning in the fall to wintering grounds in 
warmer regions to the south.

The primary advantage of migration is 
conservation of energy. The longer days 
of the northern summer provide greater 
opportunities forbreeding birds to feed their 
young. The extended daylight hours allow 
diurnal birds to produce larger clutches than 
those of related non-migratory species that 
remain in the tropics year round. 

As the days shorten in autumn, the birds 
return to warmer regions where the available 
food supply varies little with the season.

Most migrations begin with the birds 
starting off in a broad front. In some 
cases the migration may involve narrow 
belts of migration that are established as 
traditional routes termed as flyways. These 
routes typically follow mountain ranges 
or coastlines, and may take advantage of 
updrafts and other wind patterns or avoid 
geographical barriers such as large stretches 
of open water. The specific routes may be 
generally programmed or learned to varying 
degrees. The routes taken on forward and 
return migration are often different.

Second imagen taken from Centro de Visitantes ANASTASIO SENRA, Guia para la visita.
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STUDENT WORKBOOK

Worksheet 1

• Answer the following questions
 -
 What characteristics define a Salt Marsh?     Choose and color the right ones.
  
 ◊ Salt marshes export nutrients to cities.       ◊ Help migrating birds and provide coastal protection 

 ◊ Salt marsh is dominated by salt-tolerant plants.                ◊ A salt marsh is an environment
  
 ◊ Birds are very rare in a marsh.                        ◊ Salt marshes are photosynthetically active.
  
 ◊ Mammals can be easily seen during the day because they are very common

 - Write two examples of plants and animals that live in a Salt Marsh

 - What benefits to healthy salt marshes provide to animals and plants of the estuary?

• Answer the following questions about bird migration
 
 - Why do birds migrate? 

 - Which difficulties may they find while traveling?

 - In the following map draw at least two of the main bird migrations.
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Worksheet 2

• Make signs about taking care of the place with messages such as: Don’t throw litter away.
  
        Example:     Student:

                 

• In the following picture write the name of the plants and animals with a box next to them. 

DON´T THROW LITTER AWAY!
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Worksheet 3

• Write in column five things you can find in a city and five things you can find in a marsh:

City Marsh

• In the following picture, circle the animals or plants that you have seen during the trip.
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• Check the following picture and answer the question.
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REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES

• How are the following words written in English? Underline the right answer.

 Marisma =   mart, march, marsh, marth

 Bird =                   bed, berd, bikd, bird

 Ecosistema =                  Ecosystem, Ecosystemy, Ecusistum, Ecosystern

 Cangrejo =   carp, crab, crep, clam

 Gaviota =  bull, full, bult, gull

 Rio =   riper, river, riber, rivar

• Find the following words in the crossword puzzle.

  Crab

  Bayberry

  Gull

  Marsh

  Upland

  Stork

A  E  H   T  Q  K  M  N  U  O  E

K  C  X   S   V  N  I    L   Q  B  Z

G  O  K  W  R  K  N  F   G   J  X

U  S   T  O   R  K  L  M   H  A  I

L  Y   R   R   E   B  Y   A  B   Z  C

L  S   G   Y   U  Q  S  V   X   R  L

A  T  X    A  S   C   I   Z   C   A N

S   E  U   P   L  A  N  D   K  J  U

O  M  U  C  R  A   B  Y  U  P  Q
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EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

• Write a few sentences with the following words:

 Trip ----> ______________________________________________________

 Fish ----> ______________________________________________________

 Perennial Glasswort ----> _________________________________________

 Bayberry ---> ___________________________________________________

• Write a small composition about your trip to Marismas del Odiel, include what you liked and why.

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________



DIDACTIC UNIT OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

Plurilingual education: Foreign language (English) and natural, social and 
cultural environmental knowledge

Marismas del Odiel’s Trip

                                                      By: Julio Segura Carmona

This didactic unit has been done by Daniel Medina Rebollo, Jesús Sánchez Hernández, Diego José Núñez 
Morón and Pedro M. Molina Bustos, who are students of Foreign Language Teaching I (English), course 
2009/10, under the pedagogical supervision of the teacher Fernando D. Rubio Alcalá.
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A DAY TRIP TO ODIEL SALT MARSHES

INTRODUCTION

The present Teaching Unit follows the recommendations of the School Curricular Project, the Order 
2/2006, May 3rd of Education (LOE), together with the Decree 1513/2006 of December 7th, which states 
the minimum learning process of Primary Education, and the Decree 230/2007 of July 31st, for the 
establishment and the teaching-learning process corresponding at Primary Education in Andalucía, for the 
rights of people to be taught and the principles which help to do the objectives, the structures, and the 
organization of the Educational System, according with the Constitution.

In a multicultural and multilingual society the knowledge of a second language contributes to the 
development of communication (oral and written comprehension and expression), as well as increases 
knowledge and gives experiences of other ways of life and cultures also of our own context. Language and 
environment are connected together and contribute to the knowledge of the world and the appreciation 
of nature.

In plurilingual education the teaching interests are focused on helping the students to achieve the 
four basic skills in Foreign Language: listening, speaking, writing and reading, based on content-based 
instruction. Language is a means of communication and not an isolated matter of study for primary 
students.

This Teaching Unit pretends to fulfil a lacuna in plurilingual syllabuses, in which integrated curriculum is 
usually focused on the school or classroom context. A trip to Odiel Salt Marshes represents an important 
activity to our students at their ages as they can learn some elements of nature, cycle of nature and 
above all, learn the respect towards the environment. For this reason, a thorough teaching unit has been 
designed to facilitate the teaching-learning process before, during, and after the trip.

AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE

According to Article 18 Ley Orgánica 2/2006, 3rd May, Education, the areas on which this teaching unit 
is based are, Natural, Social and Cultural Sciences, and Foreign Language.

AIMS

AIMS FOR THE STAGE OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

In Crown Decree 1513/2006 (article 3) there are included objectives that together with those proposed in 
Decree 230/2007 (article 4), constitute the basis for the objectives aimed for  this first year of Compulsory 
Secondary Education. This syllabus ensures contribution to all of them in a number of ways, which are 
summarized below:

Crown Decree 1513/2006, article 3:

a) Know and appreciate the values and norms of co-existence, learn to behave accordingly, prepare 
pupils for active citizenship and to respect human rights and the pluralism of a democratic society.

b) Develop individual and team-working habits, effort, and responsibility for their work, self-confidence, 
critical awareness, personal initiative, curiosity, interest and creativity in learning.

c) Acquire habits in order to prevent and to resolve conflicts which will enable students to act 
autonomously in the domestic and family environment and in their social groups.

d) Know, understand and respect different cultures and the differences between people, equal rights 
and opportunities of men and women and non-discrimination towards the disabled.

e) Know and use appropriately the Castilian language and, if applicable, the co-official language or the 
Autonomous Community, and develop reading habits.

f) Acquire basic communicative competence in at least one foreign language which enables students 
to express and understand simple messages and get by in everyday situations.

g) Develop basic mathematical competences and begin to solve problems which require elemental 
arithmetical operations, geometry and calculations and  be capable of applying them to situations 
from their daily lives.
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h) Know and value the natural, social and cultural environments and learn how to care for them.
i) Begin to use information and communication  technology and develop critical awareness of sent and 

received  messages.
j) Use different artistic representations and expressions and start to create visual designs.
k) Value hygiene and health, accept one’s and others body, respect differences and use physical 

education and sport as a means for personal and social development.
l) Know and value the animals which are the closest to human life and learn to look after them.
m) Develop students’ affective capacities in all aspects of personality and in their relations with others. 

Develop an attitude against violence, prejudices of any type and sexist stereotypes.
n) Promote road safety and attitudes of respect which will contribute to the prevention of road 

accidents.

Decree 230/2007, article 4:

a) Develop self-confidence, critical awareness, personal initiative, entrepreneurial spirit and one´s 
capacity to learn, plan, evaluate risks, take decisions and assume responsibilities.

b) Know and value the natural and cultural heritage and to contribute actively to its conservation, 
improvement, to understand linguistic and cultural diversity as a merit of people as individuals and 
to develop attitudes of interest and respect towards it.

c) Know and appreciate specific characteristics of Andalusian Spanish in all its varieties.
d) Know and respect the cultural reality of Andalusia, using as a starting point one´s knowledge and 

understanding of the region as a meeting place of different cultures.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE AIMS

The objectives for the area of Foreign Languages are the main guidelines of our Syllabus. These must 
be considered as contributions made from this area to achieve the aims of this stage, that we can find in 
Crown Decree 1513/2006 (annex II):

1. Listen and understand messages in different verbal interactions, using the transmitted information to 
carry out specific tasks related to the children´s experience.

2. Express and interact orally in simple daily situations that have a known content, using verbal and non 
verbal procedures and taking a respectful and collaborating attitude.

3. Write varied texts with different purposes, about topics already dealt with in the classroom and with 
the help of some models.

4. Read and understand different types of text, related to their experiences and interests, drawing 
specific and global information according to a previous aim.

5. Learn how to use with a progressive autonomy all the means available to them, including new 
technologies, to obtain some information and to communicate in a foreign language.

6. Praise and value the foreign language and all the languages in general as a means of communication 
and understanding among people from different origins and cultures and as a learning tool with 
different contents.

7. Show a receptive and confident attitude in ability to learn and use the foreign language.
8. Use the knowledge and previous experiences acquired with other languages to acquire the foreign 

language in a faster, more efficient and autonomous way.
9. Identify phonetic aspects such as rhythm, stress and intonation, as well as linguistic structures and 

lexical aspects of the foreign language and use them as basic elements of communication.

AIMS IN THE THIRD CYCLE

1. Develop interest and appraisal for learning a foreign language as a means of communication and 
expression. 

2. Comprehend and produce oral messages in familiar situations of communication, using verbal or 
non-verbal communication and showing a respectful and cooperative attitude.

3. Appreciate and understand the most relevant aspects of our environment.
4. Read  in a comprehensive way information and brief texts about the environment adopting reading 

as enriching-
5. Communicate by means of short and simple written texts.
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6. Identify and establish phonetic aspects such as intonation, rhythm, stress and as well as spelling of 
words and sentences as basic elements in communication.

7. Use lexis and simple grammatical structures related to their daily  and the nearest environment to 
communicate different aspects related with Marismas del Odiel Unit.

8. Develop the four skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing), that are necessary to establish a 
fluent communication with English speakers in the environmental context. 

9. Use technological resources of communication and information to reinforce learning.
10. Improve in a progressive way abilities to learn a foreign language in an autonomous way.
11. Use previous knowledge and experience from mother tongue to facilitate the acquisition of the 

foreign language and relate socio-cultural aspect of both languages in the environmental context.

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES AIMS

1. To identify the main elements of the environment, analyzing its organization, characteristics and 
interaction.

2. To behave according to healthy habits, which helps students to achieve a sensitive behaviour about 
the knowledge of the body.

3. To participate in group activities adopting a sensitive  behaviour respecting the main principles of the 
democracy. 

4. To recognize and appreciate memberships in social and cultural groups with their own 
characteristics.

5. To analyze some human signs in social environment analyzing the environment and respecting the 
cultural heritage. 

6. To recognize in the social, cultural and natural context and some transformations related to historical 
changes. 

7. To express and interpret some concepts and processes connected with environment through 
numerical codes, graphics and others.

8. To plan, make and answer questions about the environment using information strategies.
9. To plan and to make simple projects with a particular aim.
10. To use new information and communication technologies as instruments to learn and share the 

knowledge. 

DIDACTIC AIMS

Didactic aims are divided into cognitive, attitudinal and pedagogic ones. Cognitive aims correspond 
to students’ learning concepts. Attitudinal aims make reference to attitudes that students develop, and 
pedagogic aims are teaching procedures that are closely linked to students’ learning.

COGNITIVE AIMS
 o To identify and name different animals and plants.
 o To describe different characteristic of the environment.
 o To explain different characteristic of animals and plants.
 o To learn about the importance of our environment. 

ATTITUDINAL AIMS
 o To be able to treat animals and plants as an important element of the environment.
 o To show interest in looking after the elements of our nearest environment.
 o To show interest in how we can improve the environment.  

PEDAGOGIC AIMS
 o To use different structures to communicate with the students.
 o To motivate pupils to speak always in English.
 o To promote a work in groups in order to improve oral skills.
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BASIC COMPETENCES

This teaching unit favors the development of the following competences:
 o Linguistic competences 
 o Social and civic competence
 o Cultural and artistic competence

METHODOLOGY

This teaching unit is drawn upon Crown Decree 2/2006, May the 3rd, article 6.2, by which the curriculum 
for Primary Education is established, and which sets the curriculum for the Foreign Language Area is based 
on the Communicative Approach, and Junta de Andalucía Decree 230/2007, July the 31st, advocating for 
the learning of a foreign language through Content and Language Integrated Language methodology. 
In this sense, we will try to develop the students’ linguistic skills (listening, speaking, writing, reading), 
inductively through the natural use of concepts belonging to the field of natural sciences.

“CLIL refers to situations where subjects, or parts of subjects, are taught through a foreign language with 
dual-focussed aims, namely the learning of content, and the simultaneous learning of a foreign language” 
(Marsh, 1994). This approach involves learning subjects such as History, Geography or others, through an 
additional language. It can be very successful in enhancing the learning of languages and other subjects, 
and developing in the youngsters a positive ‘can do’ attitude towards themselves as language learners 
(Marsh, 2000).

CONTENTS

Block 1: Listening, speaking and conversing:
 o Greeting and farewell routines.
 o Oral interaction: question and answers.
 o Comprehensive listening with visual help.

Block 2: Reading and writing:
 o Comprehensive reading of small texts with different aims.
 o Completing sentences with the unit vocabulary.

Block 3: Language awareness:
 o Question and short answer: Are there any....?
 o Vocabulary about characteristics of  animals and plants
 o Memorizing and using the vocabulary.

Block 4: Socio-cultural aspects and intercultural awareness:
 o Share with others our knowledge and experience about the environment.
 o Learn differences between animals and plants.
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TIME DISTRIBUTION

Course: 6th 
Cycle: 3rd

Level: 2nd

Title:
Our environment!

Duration: 3 lessons
Time: March   (2 weeks)

 INTRODUCTION/Justification

This is for students a very attractive topic since their psychological stage and age make them curious 
to learn new things while they are having fun.

    
-     FINAL TASK: Make an animal identity card.

UNIT OBJECTIVES

• To identify and name different animals and plants.
• To describe different characteristic of the environment.
• To explain different characteristic of animals and plants.
• To learn about the importance of our environment. 
• To be able to appreciate animals and plants as an important element of the environment.
• To show interest in looking after the elements of our nearest environment.
• To show interest in how we can improve the environment.  

This teaching unit emphasizes the development of the following basic competences:

• Linguistic competences (related to the contents of this unit).
• Social and civic competence (class norms).
• Cultural and artistic competence (making of a card).

  CONTENTS

Block 1: Listening, speaking and conversing:
 o Greeting and farewell routines.
 o Oral interaction: question and answers.
 o Comprehensive listening with visual help.

Block 2: Reading and writing:
 o Comprehensive reading of small texts with different aims.
 o Completing sentences with the unit´s vocabulary.

Block 3: Language awareness:
 o Question and short answer: Are there any....?
 o Vocabulary about characteristics of the animals and plants.
 o  Memorizing and using the vocabulary.

Block 4: Natural, social and cultural environment knowledge contents:
 o The environment and its conservation.
 o The diversity of  living beings.
 o Changes in time.
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CONNECTION WITH OTHER AREAS

• Artistic education: Make an identity card 
about a favourite animal.

EDUCATION IN VALUES
    
• Civic and moral education: Respecting the 

environment and the other classmates.
• Environment education: Respect our 

environment. 

    
    RESOURCES

→ CDs, flashcards, student notebook, scissors, crayons.

 
    EVALUATION

Tools: Direct observation, participation in the classroom activities, final task, etc.
 

Criteria:    
 o  To be able to identify and name the different animals and plants.
 o  To be able to see the differences between the elements of the environment.
 o  To be aware of the importance of our environment
 o  To be aware of actions to conserve the nature. 
 o  To be able to identify parts of a plant and main characteristics of animals.
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    ACTIVITIES/TIME DISTRIBUTION 
 

 OPENING ACTIVITIES  
MAIN ACTIVITIES 

 
CLOSING ACTIVITIES 

LE
SS

O
N

 1
 

 
 
 
- Greeting and hello 

routines. 
- Play: A word of the day is 

“environment”. 
 
 

 
Marismas del Odiel 

 
- Choose Marismas del Odiel picture. 1 
- Vocabulary introduction with 

flashcards. 2 
- Make worksheet with a text. 3 
- Answer some questions. 

 
 
- Remember the classroom 

rules. 
- Farewell: Goodbye routine. 
 

LE
SS

O
N

 2
 

 
Computer rooms 

 
- Greet and hello routines. 
 
 

 
Marisma del Odiel’s Trip 

 
- Make a trip to the Marismas del 

Odiel. 
- Answer some questions. 
- Check animals, plants and 

environment. 2 
 

 
 
 

- Farewell: Goodbye routine. 
 

LE
SS

O
N

 3
 

 
 
 
- Greet and hello routines. 
 
 
 
 

 
Final Tasks 

 
- Discuss different animals and plants 

which we saw yesterday in the trip. 
2 

- Discuss the importance of the 
environment. 4 

- Make an animal identity card. 5 
 

 
 
- Farewell: Goodbye routine. 

 

 
ATTENTION TO DIVERSITY  
 

According to Decree 2/2006, article 71, which establish that when students cannot get the most of their 
personal capacities and the stage aims, the teacher will do curricular changes and what is necessary to favor their 
progress. 
 
Reinforcement and Extension activities   
      

O Extension worksheet unit: 
In pairs, a student has to describe his/her picture (activity 5) and the other student has to guess what 
animal it is but he/she can´t see the picture. 

O Extra activity: a class survey.  
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STUDENT WORKBOOK

1. Oral skill: We are going to show to students four pictures about different ecosystems and they will 
discuss in which picture is Marismas del Odiel and explain their answer.

              

                                                     

2.  With a list of animals, plants and other characteristics (rivers, plain…) that exist in Marismas del Odiel 
children have to check things which they will see.

Animals:
• heron
• stork
• flamingo
• gull
• lynx
• rabbit
• chameleon

Plants:
• pine
• bush 
• bracken

Ecosystem:
• River
• seaboard 
• estuary
• marsh
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3. Comprehension: Identify the different parts of a plant in this picture.

4. Discuss the importance of the environment protection on the basis of two photos which show a 
landscape in students’ neighbourhood.
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5.  Final task. 

ANIMAL IDENTITY CARD

I am a stork.
I live on the Marismas del Odiel.

I am white and black.
I have got two long legs, some 

feathers and a long beak.  



301

UNIDADES DIDÁCTICAS EN INGLÉS PARA SALIDA ESCOLAR A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Marsh, D. (1994). Bilingual Education & Content and Language Integrated Learning. International Association 
for Cross-cultural Communication, Language Teaching in the Member States of the European Union 
(Lingua) University of Sorbonne. Paris. 

Marsh, D. (2000). Using languages to learn and learning to use languages. Eds. D. Marsh - G. Langé. Finland: 
University of Jyväskylä.

Decree 230/2007 July the 31st, which establishes the right order and the teaching corresponding to 
Primary Education in Andalucía.

Order of August the 10th, which develops the curriculum and the evaluation in the teaching-learning 
process of the Primary Education in Andalucía.

Organic Law 2/2006 May the 3rd, of Education (LOE).
Royal Decree 1513 of 2006 December the 7th, which establishes the minimum teaching for the Primary 

Education.





UNIDAD DIDÁCTICA PARA EDUCACIÓN PRIMARIA

EDUCACIÓN PLURILINGÜE: LENGUA 
EXTRANJERA (INGLÉS) Y CONOCIMIENTO DEL 

MEDIO NATURAL Y SOCIAL

EXCURSIÓN A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL (HUELVA)

Esta unidad didáctica ha sido realizada por Rocío Cruz Borrero, Cristo Fernández Correa, Ángela Mora 
Orta, alumnos de la asignatura Didáctica del Idioma I (inglés), curso 2009/10, bajo la supervisión pedagógica 
del profesor Fernando D. Rubio Alcalá.





305

UNIDADES DIDÁCTICAS EN INGLÉS PARA SALIDA ESCOLAR A LAS MARISMAS DEL ODIEL

A DAY TRIP TO ODIEL SALT MARSHES

INTRODUCTION

The present Teaching Unit follows the recommendations of the School Curricular Project, the Order 
2/2006, May 3rd of Education (LOE), together with the Decree 1513/2006 of December 7th, which states 
the minimum learning process of Primary Education, and the Decree 230/2007 of July 31st, for the 
establishment and the teaching-learning process corresponding at Primary Education in Andalucía, for the 
rights of people to be taught and the principles which help to do the objectives, the structures, and the 
organization of the Educational System, according with the Constitution.

In a multicultural and plurilingual society, the knowledge of a second language contributes to develop 
communication (oral and written comprehension and expression), as well as increasing knowledge and 
experiences of other ways of life and cultures, but also of our own context. Language and environment are 
intertwined to contribute to the knowledge of the world and appreciation of nature.

In plurilingual education the teaching interests are focused on helping the students to achieve the 
four basic skills in Foreign Language: listening, speaking, writing and reading, based on content-based 
instruction. Language is a means of communication and not an isolated matter of study for primary 
students.

This Teaching Unit pretends to fulfill a lacuna in plurilingual syllabuses, in which integrated curriculum 
is usually focused within the school or classroom context. A trip to Odiel Salt Marshes represents an 
important activity to our students at their ages, where they can learn elements, cycle of nature and above 
all, create the value of respect towards the environment. And for this reason a thorough teaching unit has 
been designed to facilitate the teaching-learning process before, during and after the trip.

AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE

According to Article 18 Ley Orgánica 2/2006, 3rd May, Education, the areas where this teaching unit are 
drawn upon are Natural, Social and Cultural Sciences, and Foreign Language.

 

AIMS

AIMS FOR THE STAGE OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

In this teaching unit we will work especially on the following aims:
a) To develop habits of individual and teamwork, effort and responsibility in the study as well as 

attitudes of confidence in itself, critical sense, personal initiative, curiosity, interest and creativity in 
learning.

b) To acquire at least one foreign language and basic communicative competence that enables them to 
express and understand simple messages that arise in everyday situations.

c) To know and value the natural, social and cultural environment, and to be able to take action in the 
preservation and care of the environment.

d) To know and value the animals that exist in close proximity with humans and to adopt behaviors to 
foster the animals’ protection.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE AIMS

The present unit will work on all foreign language skills, but especially on the following:
a) Listening and understanding content in various verbal interactions, using the information transmitted 

for the execution of diverse concrete tasks related to its experience.  
b) To express and to interact orally in usual and simple situations that have a content and known 

development, using non verbal and verbal procedures and adopting a respectful and a cooperation 
attitude.  

c) To read and understand diverse texts, related to their experiences and interests, extracting particular 
or general information depending on its priority.

d) To use the knowledge and the previous experiences with other languages for autonomous and 
efficient, faster acquisition of the foreign language.

AIMS IN THE THIRD CYCLE 

a) To act with autonomy in daily activities and group relations, developing the ability to take initiatives 
and establish relationships.

b) To assist in the planning and implementation of group activities, accept the rules and regulations 
established democratically, respecting different points of view and assuming the corresponding 
responsibilities.

c) To establish balanced, supportive and constructive relations with people in different social 
situations.

d) To understand and establish relationships between events and phenomena of the natural and 
social environment, and actively contribute to the protection, conservation and environmental 
improvement.

e) To understand and appreciate the elements and basic features of the natural heritage, culture and 
history of Andalusia, and contribute to their conservation and improvement.

f) To understand and appreciate the basic elements and features of cultural heritage, contribute to 
their conservation and improvement, and respect the linguistic and cultural diversity as the individual 
rights, developing a caring attitude and respect for the exercise of this right.

g) To understand and express simple oral and written messages and contextualized in a foreign 
language.

h) Communicating verbally, physically, visually, artistically, musically and mathematically, developing 
aesthetic sensitivity, creativity and ability to enjoy artistic works.

 i) Identify, raise and attempt to resolve questions and problems from everyday experience, using 
various sources of information and knowledge and material resources available and the cooperation 
of others to solve them creatively.

j) To appreciate the importance of basic rules governing human life and human society and act 
accordingly.

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES AIMS

Teaching of the natural, social and cultural environment in this stage will aim at developing the following 
capacities: 

1.  Identifying the main elements of the natural environment, social and cultural analysis of their 
organization, their characteristics and interactions and progress in the domain of spatial areas 
increasingly complex. 

2. Behave in accordance with the habits of health and personal care arising from the knowledge  
of human body, showing an attitude of acceptance and respect for individual differences  
(Age, sex, physical characteristics, and personality). 

3.  Participate in group activities adopting a responsible, constructive and supportive behavior,  
respecting the basic principles of democratic functioning. 
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4.  Recognize and appreciate the social group membership and cultural characteristics, appreciating the 
differences within other groups and the need to respect the human rights. 

5.  Analyze some manifestations of human intervention in the environment, evaluating in a critical way 
and taking a defense stance in everyday life and recovery of ecological balance and keeping the 
cultural heritage. 

6.  Recognize the changes in natural, social and cultural environment and transformations related to 
the passage of time and investigate some relations of simultaneity and succession to apply this 
knowledge to the understanding of other historical moments. 

7.  Interpret, articulate and represent facts, concepts and processes of the natural, social and 
cultural environment through numerical codes, graphics, maps and more. 

8.  Identify, consider and resolve questions and problems associated with significant elements of the 
environment, using search strategies and information processing, making conjectures, exploration 
of alternatives and thinking about the learning process. 

9.  Planning and implementing projects, devices, and simple devices with a pre-order established, using 
the knowledge of the elementary properties of some materials substances and objects. 

10.  Using information technology and communication to obtain information as tool for learning and 
sharing knowledge, assessing its contribution to improving living conditions for all people.

DIDACTIC AIMS

Didactic aims are divided into cognitive, attitudinal and pedagogic ones. Cognitive aims correspond 
to students’ learning concepts. Attitudinal aims make reference to attitudes that students develop, and 
pedagogic aims are teaching procedures that are closely linked to students’ learning.

COGNITIVE AIMS 

• To be able to describe the landscape of “Marismas del Odiel”.
• To be able to recognize and search for several plants which grow in “Marismas del Odiel”.
• To be able to describe the physical adaptation strategies of animals in the “Marismas del Odiel”. 
• To compare physical appearances of plants and birds.
• To draw the migration route of the birds in “Marismas del Odiel”.
• To be able to explain in English the salt extraction process (using the experiment conducted in                 

“Marismas del Odiel”).

ATTITUDINAL AIMS 

• To be able to adopt ecological attitudes to keep “Marismas del Odiel” free from pollution.
• To be able to learn about the importance of our environment.

PEDAGOGIC AIMS

• To develop the children’s ability to work in cooperative groups.
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BASIC COMPETENCES

This teaching unit favors the development of the following competences:
• Communicative linguistic competence.
• Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
• Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
• Competence in personal autonomy and initiative. 
• Artistic and cultural competence.
• Digital competence.
• Social and civic competence 

 

METHODOLOGY

This teaching unit is drawn upon Crown Decree 2/2006, May the 3rd, article 6.2, by which the curriculum 
for Primary Education is established, and which sets the curriculum for the Foreign Language Area is based 
on the Communicative Approach, and Junta de Andalucía Decree 230/2007, July the 31st, advocating for the 
learning of a foreign language through Content and Language Integrated Language methodology. In this 
sense, we will try to develop the students’ linguistic skills (listening, speaking, writing, reading), inductively 
through the natural use of concepts belonging to the field of natural sciences.

“CLIL refers to situations where subjects, or parts of subjects, are taught through a foreign language with 
dual-focussed aims, namely the learning of content, and the simultaneous learning of a foreign language” 
(Marsh, 1994). This approach involves learning subjects such as History, Geography or others, through an 
additional language. It can be very successful in enhancing the learning of languages and other subjects, 
and developing in the youngsters a positive ‘can do’ attitude towards themselves as language learners 
(Marsh, 2000).
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Course: 6th Title: Marismas del Odiel Duration: 4 lessons
Time: March   

JUSTIFICATION

This is a very attractive topic since pupils’ psychological stage creates curiosity to learn new things 
while they are having fun.

• FINAL TASK: Make an animal identity card.

UNIT OBJECTIVES
COGNITIVE AIMS:

• To be able to describe the landscape of “Marismas del Odiel”.
• To be able to recognize and search for several plants which grow in “Marismas del Odiel”.
• To be able to describe the physical adaptation strategies of animals in the “Marismas del Odiel”. 
• To compare physical appearances of plants and birds.
• To draw the migration route of the birds in “Marismas del Odiel”.
• To be able to explain in English the salt extraction process (using the experiment conducted in                 

“Marismas del Odiel”).

ATTITUDINAL AIMS:

• To be able to adopt ecological attitudes to keep “Marismas del Odiel” free from pollution.
• To be able to learn about the importance of our environment.

BASIC COMPETENCES

• Communicative linguistic competence.
• Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
• Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
• Competence in personal autonomy and initiative.
• Artistic and cultural competence.
• Digital competence.
• Social and civic competence 
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UNIT CONTENTS

FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Block 1: Listening and talking.
• Oral interaction in real or simulated communication with progressive autonomy, efficiency and 

complexity.
• Production of oral utterances with progressive autonomy, efficiency and complexity based on 

known patterns and linguistic structures, showing interest to communicate in individual or group 
activities.

• Development of basic strategies to support comprehension and oral expression: use of visual and 
verbal context and prior knowledge on the subject or situation transferred from the languages 
they know.

• Willingness to overcome difficulties that usually arise in the communication, using communication 
strategies of the languages he knows.

• Assessment of the foreign language as a tool to communicate.
 

Block 2: Reading and writing.
• Reading and understanding of different texts, on paper and digital form, adapted to the language 

proficiency of students, to use global and specific information on the development of a task or 
project or to enjoy reading.

• Use self-contained progressively reading strategies (use of contextual elements visual and 
background on the subject or situation, transferred from the languages known), identifying the 
most important information, deducing the meaning of words and expressions that are not known, 
using dictionaries.

• Use of information technology and communication to produce texts and representations and to 
convey information.

• Assessment of the foreign language as a tool to communicate and learn.
 

Block 3: Knowledge of language.
Language skills:
• Careful pronunciation, rhythm, intonation and appropriate emphasizing, both in the interaction 

and expression as oral recitation, drama or reading aloud.
• Recognition of use and functionality of some forms and basic structures of the foreign language 

previously used.
• Interest in using the foreign language correctly in various situations of progressive extension in 

response to the correction and the adequacy of the expressions.
• Comparison and reflection on the functioning of the foreign language from the languages known. 

Reflection on learning.
• Reflection on own learning, work organization, acceptance of errors as a part of the learning 

process, self-correction and self-evaluation.
• Use progressive media of consultation and information and the potential technologies.
• Confidence in one’s ability to learn a foreign language and evaluating work cooperative.

Block 4: Socio-cultural and intercultural awareness.
• Assessment of foreign languages as means to communicate and interact with colleagues from 

other countries, such as provision of access to new information and as a tool for learning about 
cultures and different lifestyles.
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NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES

Block 1: The environment and its conservation.
• Characteristics of the climate of where you live and the major climates. Influence on the landscape 

and human activity.
• The water in nature, pollution and waste. Actions for exploitation.
• Identification and localization in different cartographic representations of relevant elements 

physical and political geography of the world.
• Humans as components of the environment and its ability to act on nature.
• Assessment of the diversity and richness of the landscapes of the Spanish territory and interest in 

learning landscapes elsewhere.

Block 2: The diversity of living things.
• The structure and physiology of plants.
• Using keys and identification guides for plants and animals.
• Observation and recording of any process associated with the lives of living beings. Oral and written 

statement.
• Finding information on living and living conditions.
• Sensitivity for the accuracy and precision in the observation of animals and plants and in developing 

related work.
• Respect for the rules of use and security tools and working materials.

Block 3: Health and personal development.
• Personal identity. Personal knowledge and self esteem. Autonomy in planning and implementation 

of actions and tasks. Development of initiative in making decisions.

Block 4: Changes over time.
• Factors explaining human actions, historical events and social changes.
• Knowledge, appreciation and respect of significant events and historical heritage cultural.
• Using various historical sources, geographical, artistic, etc... To produce reports and other work of 

historical content.

Block 5: Matter and Energy.
• Survey and classification of some materials by their properties (hardness, solubility, state 

aggregation, thermal conductivity).
• Explanation of observable physical phenomena in terms of density differences. Buoyancy as a 

liquid medium.
• Separation of components of a mixture by: distillation, filtration, evaporation or dissolution.
• Heat, perception and systematic observation of its effects: temperature increase and expansion. 

State changes and their reversibility.
• Planning and conducting various experiments to study the properties of materials common use 

and their behavior towards the light, sound, heat, moisture and electricity. Oral and written 
communication process and outcome.

• Respect for the rules of use, security and maintenance of instruments and materials work.

Block 6: Objects, machines and technologies.
• Development of a technical report for registration as a work plan and oral communication 

written.
• Use simple resources provided by information technology communicating and collaborating.
• Guided search for information on the network.
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CONNECTION WITH OTHER AREAS

• Artistic education:
 o Make an animal or plant from clay
 o Create your own marsh with any kind of 

material.

EDUCATION IN VALUES

• Civic and moral education: Preserving and 
respecting.

• Environment education: Respect for our 
environment. 

       
RESOURCES

Scissors, clay, crayons, cardboard, big sheets of paper (A3)

 
EVALUATION

Tools: Direct observation, participation in the classroom activities, final task.
Criteria: 

• To describe the landscape of “Marismas del Odiel”
• To recognize and search for several plants which grow in “Marismas del Odiel”
• To describe the physical adaptations of animals in the “Marismas del Odiel” 
• To compare physical appearances of plants and birds.
• To draw the migration route of the birds in “Marismas del Odiel”
• To explain in English the salt extraction process (using an experiment)
• To adopt ecological attitudes to keep “Marismas del Odiel” free from pollution
• To learn about the importance of our environment
• To accomplish all the objectives in English
• To develop the children’s ability to work in cooperative groups
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ACTIVITIES/TIME DISTRIBUTION 

1. Pre-tasks 
  

a. Origin of the Marches. 
 

Title Salt marches = pre-task. 

Theme How the marches become salty. 

Vocabulary Salt, marches, salt mines, bottle, water, mix, tray, evaporate, ... 

Grammar 
- put some ... in ... 
- because of ... 

Material Salt, tray, water 

Instruction, 
description  

The teacher starts a conversation about “Marismas del Odiel”. He asks why they are so famous. The 
foreknowledge of the children gets tested.  
The teacher explains about the salt mines and makes it clear with the following experiment. 

- Put some salt in a bottle of water and shake it until you have a homogeneous mix. So you 
can’t see the salt anymore. 

- Put the water in a tray and put the tray outside. 
- Let the water evaporate and watch what happens. 
 

The water evaporates because of the sun and the heat. The salt doesn’t evaporate and keeps laying 
there. This shows the nascence of the Marismas. 
The teacher can continue the conversation and talk about the use of the salt and the salt ecosystem.  
 
 

 
 

b. Ecosystems in the Marshes 
 

Title Worksheet plants and birds 

Theme Different plants/flowers and birds 

Vocabulary 
Spoonbills - Little egrets- Flamingoes- Herons- Storks- Marsh harriers Rosemary- Tamarisk- Stone pines- 
Glasswort- Thyme- White retama 

Material Worksheets, pencil  

Instruction, 
description 

The children know that the earth is salty in the Marches. They know there is a rare fauna and flora 
because of the ecological environment.  
Together with the teacher the children discuss some animals and plants that you can find in the marches.  
Afterwards they can fill in the paper. They can check their paper during the walk in the marches.  
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1 
 

 
Look at the pictures and try to put the correct names to each picture: 
 
 
Spoonbills - Little egrets- Flamingoes- Herons- Storks- Marsh harriers 
 

                           
 
                                           ---------------------------                       -----------------------                        ---------------------- 
 

                           
 
 
                         --------------------------                                   ----------------------------                          ---------------------------                                  
  
 
Rosemary- Tamarisk- Stone pines- Glasswort- Thyme- White retama 

 

                           
 
                                 ----------------------------                            ----------------------------                         ------------------------ 
 
 

                       

 

                             -----------------------------                       ------------------------------                     ------------------------- 
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2 
 

 

c. Fill in the gaps 
 

Title  Fill in the gaps 

Theme  Basic information about the “Marismas del Odiel” 

Vocabulary See worksheet 

Material Worksheet 

Instruction, 
description 

 The children get a worksheet with information about the marshes. There are some words missing. The 
pupils have to try to fill in the gaps. After the visit they check if they were right and put correct 
information in sheet.  
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Name:                                                                                                                                                 
    Date:     

Fill the gaps:

In the estuary formed by the confluence of the ________ Tinto 

and Odiel sits the Odiel Marshes Natural Place. It is the second 

most significant wetland reserve in ____________after the Parque 

Nacional de Doñana. This large estuary and marshland of the 

Odiel and Tinto rivers covers 72-sq-km between Huelva City, Punta 

Umbría, Gibraleón and Aljaraque. 

The _________are famous for their flora and fauna; is also an 

important stopping place for migratory_________. A third of 

Europe’s spoonbill population lives here and in winter there are 

many aquatic birds here.

There are a variety of habitats from salt and freshwater marshes, 

lagoons and streams. These habitats means that there are a wealth 

of birds, the most important being between 300 and 400 pairs of 

spoonbills, along with grey and purple herons, flamingoes, storks, 

marsh harriers, little egrets, little terns, black-winged stilts, Kentish 

plovers, cormorants and ospreys. During ___________ and in winter 

you can see often thousands of flamingoes and waders. There is 

also a wide variety of gulls.

There is an incredibly variety of __________in the marshes, 

including tamarisk, rosemary, glasswort, junipers and stone pines. 

On the dunes are white retama, thyme and sea lavender. In spring 

the marshes are smothered in blue and yellow salt marsh flowers.
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13 
 

2. Trip-tasks 
 

a. Visit the museum 
b. Search and describe the plants 
c. Complete the tables 
d. Recognize the plant 

 
 

Title Recognize the plant.  

Theme Different plants, description. 

Vocabulary Leaves, flower, colors. 

Grammar 
- Our flower looks like/ has … 
- It grows in/on … 
- It needs … 

Material Photos of different flowers/plants, excursion book.  

Instruction, 
description 

The pupils are divided in small groups; they all get a picture of a plant. In the environment they have to 
search as quickly as they can for the plant/flower. They have to give each other hands. If they found the 
plant they have to sit down. The group that was the latest has to explain in English what is plan/flower 
looks like. 
 
Important, the teacher should go look for a place where all the flowers grow, that the pupils can 
definitely find their flower. 
 

  
 
 

e. Describe 
 

Title Describe without using several words 

Theme “Marismas del Odiel” 

Vocabulary Vb. flamingo, landscape, river, ... 

Material Word carts 

Instruction, 
description 
 

The class is divided in several groups. Each time one of the pupils comes to the front. He/she has to 
explain a word (that they learned during the trip) without using several words that are written on a card 
(in a limited time). The group has to guess the correct word, if they do they get a point, if they don’t the 
other groups get a point. 
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14 
 

 
f. Quiz 
 
 

Title Quiz “Marismas del Odiel” 

Theme “Marismas del Odiel” 

Vocabulary 

o What is an ecosystem? 
o Could you say the name of a bird that migrates and comes here for winter?   
o “Marismas Del Odiel” is an estuary situated between two rivers. Say the names of these rivers. 
o What animal can fly, is blue and orange and has got a long beak?  
o Explain the main reason because the Lynx is considered endangered species (extinction)? 

 

Material A tangible object. 

Instruction, 
description 

The pupils are divided in different groups. The teacher (quizmaster) poses some questions. In their group 
they have to pick the correct answer. If they know it, one person of the group can run around a pre-
arranged spot and try to touch the object as fast as they can. The first person that touches the object can 
answer. If it is correct they get a point, if it is not correct they lose a point. The others can start to run 
again around the point and try to touch the object to give the right answer. 
 

 
 

 
g. Artistic work. 

 

Title Do an artistic work with clay 

Theme Reproduction of different plants (leaves, flower) or animals. 

Vocabulary Colors, shapes, parts of the plants and parts of the animal´s body , clay. 

Grammar 
- Our flower / animal looks like...... 
- Our flower / animal have got...... 
 

Material Clay, punches and sticks to model. 

Instruction, 
description 

The pupils work individually, they decide which animal or plants are going to model. 
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15 
 

h. Complete the tables 
 
Complete the following tables: 

 

 

Flora 

 

 Rockrose Thyme Holm oak Stone pine Retama Rosemary 

Long stem       

Short stem       

With leaves       

Without leaves       

Perennial leaves       

Deciduous leaves       

 

 

Fauna 

 Flamingo Heron Stilt Stork Linx Duck 

Long beak       

Short beak       

Migrates       

Doesn't migrate       

Big size       

Small size       

Four legs       

Two legs       
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16 
 

 
3. Post-tasks 

 
 

i. The way of the bird. 
 

Title The way of the bird. 

Theme Migration of birds in “Marismas del Odiel”. 

Vocabulary Names of birds, countries and continents. 

Material Maps, (color) pencils. 

Instruction, 
description 

The children learned about the bird migration in “Marinas de Odiel”. They know which birds travel when. 
The teacher reminds them of the subject, they talk about it for a while.  
The children get a map and have to draw the route some birds fly during the year.  

 
 
 

j. Exposition 
 

Title Exposition 

Theme Make more people aware of the beauty if the marches and how to capture this ecosystem. 

Vocabular
y 

All vocabulary related with marshes, plants names, animals names.... 

Grammar 
- There are... 
- We visited... 
- In the marshes live... 

Material They can include, pictures, mind map, drawings... 

Instruction, 
description 

In groups, the pupils have to do a work in which include a summary with all information related with 
marshes. Then, they have to do an exposition in class, where they convince parents, friends, family, and 
visitors to go to the marches and capture the rare nature. 
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17 
 

 
 

k. Create your own marsh 
  

Title Create your own marsh = post-task. 

Theme Marshes.  

Vocabulary River, stream, landscape, grass, salt, water… 

Material Photos of different flowers/plants, cardboard, crayons, big papers (A2), paint.  

Instruction, 
description 

In groups, the pupils have to create a small simulation/maquette of a marsh, which includes all the 
elements they identify and have seen in the marshes. 
They can use anything they want to create a realistic marsh in the classroom. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENTION TO DIVERSITY

According to Decree 2/2006, article 71, which establishes when students cannot get the most of their 
personal capacities and the stage aims, the teacher will do curricular changes and what is necessary to 
favor their progress.

We will adapt the activities depending on the student's disability:
In case of visually disability students, we will adapt the texts into Braille. In this case we will adapt the 

photos. During the trip we try to obtain permission for these students to touch a few demos and material 
relating to the subject.

For those students with some other physical or mental disability, we will have alternatives routes for 
wheelchair and all kind of materials to suit all their needs.
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REINFORCEMENT AND EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

DRAW THE DIFFERENT ROUTES OF THESE BIRDS IN THE ATTACHED MAP. Color the routes with an 
appropriate color:

Artic Tern : ________________________________________________________________

 

Curlew Sandpiper : __________________________________________________________

Spoonbill: __________________________________________________________________

Osprey (It is not a Sea Eagle): _________________________________________________

White Stork: ________________________________________________________________
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A DAY TRIP TO ODIEL SALT MARSHES

INTRODUCTION

The present Teaching Unit follows the recommendations of the School Curricular Project, the Order 
2/2006, May 3rd of Education (LOE), together with the Decree 1513/2006 of December 7th, which states 
the minimum learning process of Primary Education, and the Decree 230/2007 of July 31st, for the 
establishment and the teaching-learning process corresponding at Primary Education in Andalucía, for the 
rights of people to be taught and the principles which help to do the objectives, the structures, and the 
organization of the Educational System, according with the Constitution.

In a multicultural and plurilingual society, the knowledge of a second language contributes to develop 
communication (oral and written comprehension and expression), as well as increasing knowledge and 
experiences of other ways of life and cultures, but also of our own context. Language and environment are 
intertwined to contribute to the knowledge of the world and appreciation of nature.

In plurilingual education the teaching interests are focused on helping the students to achieve the 
four basic skills in Foreign Language: listening, speaking, writing and reading, based on content-based 
instruction. Language is a means of communication and not an isolated matter of study for primary 
students.

This Teaching Unit pretends to fulfill a lacuna in plurilingual syllabuses, in which integrated curriculum 
is usually focused within the school or classroom context. A trip to Odiel Salt Marshes represents an 
important activity to our students at their ages, where they can learn elements, cycle of nature and above 
all, create the value of respect towards the environment. And for this reason a thorough teaching unit has 
been designed to facilitate the teaching-learning process before, during and after the trip.

AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE

According to Article 18 Ley Orgánica 2/2006, 3rd May, Education, the areas where this teaching unit is 
drawn upon is Natural, Social and Cultural Sciences, and Foreign Language.

 

AIMS

AIMS FOR THE STAGE OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

a) To develop individual and teamwork skills and abilities, learn responsibility and attitudes of confidence 
in itself, critical sense, personal initiative, curiosity, interest and creativity in learning.

b) To acquire the basic communicative competence in a foreign language, that would enable the 
students to express and to understand simple messages that arise in everyday situations.

c) To know and value the natural, social and cultural environment, and to be able to take action in the 
preservation and care for the environment.

d) To know and value the animals living in close proximity with humans and to adopt behaviors to foster 
the animals’ protection.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE AIMS 

The present unit will work on all the foreign language aims, but especially on these ones:
The present unit will work on all foreign language skills, but especially on the following:

• To listen and understand content in various verbal interactions, using the information transmitted for 
the execution of diverse concrete tasks related to its experience. 

• To express and to interact orally in usual and simple situations that have a content and known 
development, using non verbal and verbal procedures and adopting a respectful attitude and of 
cooperation. 
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• To read and understand diverse texts, related to its experiences and interests, extracting particular or 
general information depending on its priority.

• To value the foreign language, and all the languages in general as media and understanding among 
people of different cultures and as a tool for learning.

•  To use the knowledge and the previous experiences with other languages for autonomous and 
efficient, faster acquisition of the foreign language.

AIMS IN THE THIRD CYCLE 

a) To act with autonomy in daily activities and group relations, developing the ability to take initiatives 
and establish relationships.

b) To create balanced and constructive solidarity with people in social situations. 
c) To understand and build relationships between facts and phenomena of the natural and social 

environment, and actively contribute to the protection, conservation and improvement of the 
environment.

d) To understand and appreciate the elements and basic features of natural, cultural and historical 
Andalusia, and contribute to its conservation and improvement.

e) To understand and express orally and in writing messages in Spanish according to different intentions 
and contexts of communication and peculiarities of speech of Andalusia. 

f) To understand and express simple oral and written messages in contextualized foreign language. 
g) To identify, raise and attempt to resolve questions and problems from everyday experience, using 

various sources of information and knowledge and material resources available and the cooperation 
with others to solve them creatively. 

h) To appreciate the importance of core values that govern human life and human society and act 
accordingly to them. 

i) To collaborate in the planning and implementation of activities in group, to accept the norms that 
are established democratically, respecting different points of view, and to assume the responsibilities 
that correspond.

 

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES AIMS

Teaching of the natural, social and cultural environment in this stage will aim at developing the following 
capacities: 

1. Identifying the main elements of the natural environment, social and cultural analysis of their 
organization, their characteristics and interactions and progress in the domain of spatial areas 
increasingly complex. 

 
2. Behave in accordance with the habits of health and personal care arising from the knowledge  

of human body, showing an attitude of acceptance and respect for individual differences  
(Age, sex, physical characteristics, and personality). 

3. Participate in group activities adopting a responsible, constructive and supportive behavior,  
respecting the basic principles of democratic functioning. 

4. Recognize and appreciate the social group membership and cultural characteristics, appreciating the 
differences within other groups and the need to respect the human rights. 

5. Analyze some manifestations of human intervention in the environment, evaluating in a critical way 
and taking a defense stance in everyday life and recovery of ecological balance and keeping the 
cultural heritage. 

6. Recognize the changes in natural, social and cultural environment and transformations related to 
the passage of time and investigate some relations of simultaneity and succession to apply this 
knowledge to the understanding of other historical moments. 
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7. Interpret, articulate and represent facts, concepts and processes of the natural, social and 
cultural environment through numerical codes, graphics, maps and more. 

8. Identify, consider and resolve questions and problems associated with significant elements of the 
environment, using search strategies and information processing, making conjectures, exploration 
of alternatives and thinking about the learning process. 

9. Planning and implementing projects, devices, and simple devices with a pre-order established, 
using the knowledge of the elementary properties of some materials substances and objects.  

10. Using information technology and communication to obtain information as tool for learning and 
sharing knowledge, assessing its contribution to improving living conditions for all people.

DIDACTIC AIMS 

Didactic aims are divided into cognitive, attitudinal and pedagogic ones. Cognitive aims correspond 
to students’ learning concepts. Attitudinal aims make reference to attitudes that students develop, and 
pedagogic aims are teaching procedures that are closely linked to students’ learning.

COGNITIVE AIMS
 
1. To be able to identify the different varieties of animals and plants which inhabit this park.
2. To be able to use the learnt vocabulary in the foreign language.
3. To be able to describe different characteristic of the environment.
4. To be able to recognize the three types of environment.
5. To be able to explain different characteristic of the animals and plants.
6. To be able to use the different structure to communicate with other classmates.
7. To know the geographical localization.

ATTITUDINAL AIMS

1. To assume the importance of the environment.
2. To work in groups cooperatively.
3. To be able to develop positive feelings towards the importance of this park.
4. To develop the corporal language.
5. To help each other.

PEDAGOGIC AIMS

1. To be able to create a good climate in the classroom.
2. To use the movement to encourage participation in class.

BASIC COMPETENCES

This teaching unit favors the development of the following competences:

• Communicative linguistic competence.
• Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
• Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
• Competence in personal autonomy and initiative. 
• Digital and information processing competence.
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METHODOLOGY

This teaching unit is drawn upon Crown Decree 2/2006, May the 3rd, article 6.2, by which the curriculum 
for Primary Education is established, and which sets the curriculum for the Foreign Language Area is based 
on the Communicative Approach, and Junta de Andalucía Decree 230/2007, July the 31st, advocating for 
the learning of a foreign language through Content and Language Integrated Language methodology. 
In this sense, we will try to develop the students’ linguistic skills (listening, speaking, writing, reading), 
inductively through the natural use of concepts belonging to the field of natural sciences.

The methodology followed in this teaching unit is based in students as discovers of the environment, 
taking contact with plants, animals and, so that, discovering by themselves what happens to the 
environment and what factors have influence in it. At first, we introduce them to this theme, giving a 
text where it’s explained some irrelevant information about Marismas del Odiel. Then, they take contact 
with the environment and have a learning based in discovering by themselves, what we reckon it is very 
important to find the learning interesting and fun.

CONTENTS

Course: 6th Title:
Our environment!

Duration: 3 lessons
Time: March   

JUSTIFICATION
• This is a very attractive topic since pupils’ psychological stage creates curiosity to learn new things 

while they are having fun.
•  FINAL TASK: Make an animal identity card.

UNIT OBJECTIVES 
1. To identify and name different animals and plants.
2. To describe different characteristic of the environment.
3. To explain different characteristic of animals and plants.
4. To use the different structures to communicate with other classmates.
5. To learn about the importance of our environment. 
6. To know the geographical localization.
7. To give importance to the environment.
8. To work in groups.
9. To be able to develop positive feelings towards and acknowledge the importance of this park.
10. To develop the corporal language.
11. To create a good climate in the classroom.
12. To use movement to encourage participation in class.

BASIC COMPETENCES
• Communicative linguistic competence.
• Knowledge and interaction with the physical environment competence.
• Competence and attitudes to continue learning in an autonomous way.
• Competence in personal autonomy and initiative.
• Digital and information processing competence.
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ENGLISH  CONTENTS

Block 1: Listening, speaking and conversing:
 o Greeting and farewell routines.
 o Oral interaction: questions and answers.
 o Comprehensive listening with visual aids.

Block 2: Reading and writing
 o Comprehensive reading of short texts with different aims.
 o Completing sentences with the unit vocabulary.

Block 3: Language awareness
 o Question and short answer: Are there any....?
 o Vocabulary about characteristics of the animals and plants
 o Memorizing and using the vocabulary.

Block 4: Socio-cultural aspects and intercultural awareness.
 o Share with others our knowledge and experience about the environment.
 o Learn differences between animals and plants.

NATURAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCE

Block 1: The environment and their conservation.
 o Perception and identification of the different natural spaces.
 o Characteristic of the climate and its influence on the landscape.
 o The water in nature, the pollution and waste.

Block 2: The diversity of the living beings.
 o Parts of a plant.
 o Other life forms: bacterium, algae, mushrooms...
 o Search for information about living beings and their living conditions.

Block 3: Technologies.
 o Use of the simple resources to look for the information about Marismas del Odiel.

CONNECTION WITH OTHER AREAS

• Artistic education: Draw a picture about 
some moments of the trip.

EDUCATION IN VALUES

• Civic and moral education: Preserving and 
respecting.

• Environment education: Respect our 
environment and awareness of the importance 
of the environment in our life.

    
    RESOURCES

→ Flashcards, student notebook, scissors, colour pencils, camera, pin or badge and a map, certificate 
of their work. 
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EVALUATION
Tools: we will assess the contents through direct observation, the participation of pupils in the 

activities both in the park as the activities in class. Finally we will evaluate the interest of pupils to learn 
or to known new things.

 
Criteria: 
•  To learn how to describe differences. 
• To be able to recognize the three types of environment. 
• To be able to explain different characteristic of animals and plants. 
•  To be able to use the different structure to communicate with other classmates.
• To be able to know the geographical localization.
•  To know the characteristic of the climate and their influence on the landscape.
• To raise awareness about the importance of the water in the nature, pollution and waste.
• To be able to identify different parts of a plant.
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8 
 

 

    ACTIVITIES/TIME DISTRIBUTION  
 

 

OPENING ACTIVITIES 

 

MAIN ACTIVITIES 

 

CLOSING ACTIVITIES 

LE
SS

O
N

 1
: B
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or

e 
th

e 
tr

ip
 

 

-  Greeting and hello 
routines. 

- “Lluvia de ideas”: 
Previous ideas about 
Marismas del Odiel. 

- Making the work 
groups: 

 
DETECTIVE 
           
PHOTOGRAPHER 

JOURNALIST 

FOREST GUARD  

SPEAKER 

    

 

Marismas del Odiel 

- Make worksheet with a text.  
- Answer some questions. 
- “Fill in the gaps” activity. 
 

 
 

- Remember the classroom 
rules. 

- Farewell: Goodbye routine. 
 

LE
SS

O
N

 2
: T
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p 

 

- Greeting and hello 
routines. 

- Remember the work 
groups.  

 

 

 

Marisma del Odiel’s Trip 

- Make a trip to the Marismas del 
Odiel. 

- Play: Gymkhana (instructions  in 
Annex III). 

- Every child in every group has to 
develop their roles.  

- At the end of the activities pupils are 
going to deserve a gift. 

 

-    The Gymkhana winner’s 
group is… 

-    Farewell: Goodbye routine. 
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- Greeting and hello 
routines. 

- Remember the trip. 
 

 

 

 

 

Final Tasks 

- Discuss about they what have 
learnt. 

- Discussion about the importance of 
the environment. 

- Answer the questions. 
- Each group: Make a diary about the 

trip with photos and writing about 
these and the different stages of the 
trip. 
 

 

- Presentation of each group. 
- Farewell: Goodbye routine. 
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ATTENTION TO DIVERSITY

According to Decree 2/2006, article 71, which establishes when students cannot get the most of their 
personal capacities and the stage aims, the teacher will do curricular changes and what is necessary to 
favor their progress.

Reinforcement and Extension activities       
• Extra activity: in these activities, we have used a crossword, a drawing of Marismas del Odiel, and a 

summary about what have they learnt in this trip.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Decree 230/2007 July the 31st, which establishes the right order and the teaching corresponding to 
Primary Education in Andalucía.

Order of August the 10th, which develops the curriculum and the evaluation in the teaching-learning 
process of the Primary Education in Andalucía.

Organic Law 2/2006 May the 3rd, of Education (LOE).
Royal Decree 1513 of 2006 December the 7th, which establishes the minimum teaching for the Primary 

Education.
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ANNEX I
Student workbook

1. Previous ideas

• What do you know about Marismas del Odiel?
…………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………….
• Have you ever been to Marismas del Odiel?

…………………………………………………………………………………….
• If you have been there, what did you see?

…………………………………………………………………………………….
• What things were more exciting for you?

…………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………….

2. Read the text and answer the questions

                            Las Marismas del Odiel Natural Area.

The “Paraje Natural de las Marismas del Odiel” is the second most significant reserve in Andalucía after 
the Parque Nacional de Doñana. This large estuary and marshland of the Odiel and Tinto rivers covers 72-
sq-km between Huelva City, Punta Umbría, Gibraleón and Aljaraque. The best time to visit is in spring.

The marismas have got a rich flora and fauna and are sttoping place  for migratory birds.The habitat of 
marismas del odiel used to be divided into different places, depending on the difference of the animals 
and plants. These support a wealth of birdlife, the most important being between 300 and 400 pairs of 
spoonbills, along with grey and purple herons, flamingoes, storks, marsh harriers, little egrets, little terns, 
black-winged stilts, Kentish plovers, cormorants and ospreys. During migration and in winter you can see 
often thousands of flamingoes and waders. There is also a wide variety of gulls.

There is an incredibly rich variety of vegetation in the marismas, including tamarisk, rosemary, glasswort, 
junipers and stone pines. On the dunes are white retama, thyme and sea lavender. In spring the marismas 
are smothered in blue and yellow salt marsh flowers.

The main river is the Odiel. The other rivers within the area are Río Aljaraque, Río de la Bota and Río 
Punta Umbría. 



336

LA EDUCACIÓN PLURILINGÜE: INGLÉS Y CONOCIMIENTO DEL MEDIO

3. Answer the following questions:

 o What is the natural reserve of Marismas del Odiel?

 …………………………………………………………………………………….

 o How long is river Odiel?

 ………………………………………………………………………………….

 o In which season are the birds used to coming here?

 …………………………………………………………………………………….

 o  Name three types of birds.

 …………………………………………………………………………………….

 o Name three types of plants situated on the dunes.

 …………………………………………………………………………………….

 o Fill in the gaps with the correct answers:

1. Some of the most typical birds of Marismas del Odiel are………..,……………,…………. .

2. In spring the marismas are smothered in….. and …… salt marsh flowers.

3. The main river is……. , and the other rivers are…………,…………..,…………….. .

4. Name three plants situated in Marismas del Odiel that you usually use at home.

5. The most…… animal, with the largest…... and biggest mouth is the flamingo.

                      

FEEDBACK ACTIVITIES

Answer the questions:

1. What have you learnt in marismas del Odiel?

2. What did you enjoy most?
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    ATTENTION TO DIVERSITY ACTIVITIES

     Answer the questions:

3. Make a brief summary about your visit in the park, and talk about it to your partners.

4. Draw the animal you like most in the park.

5. Do the following wordsearch.

f l a m i N g O t

y l b d a Q o Ñ b

d u n e s V o L z

y g w j x C s O i

s k I p i N e S r

e m z k p U n S p

s a L t m A r s h
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ANNEX II

PHOTOS & GRAPHICS

Flashcards

 
                   JOURNALIST 

 Imitate the following animals 
(flamingo, gull, duck and 
goose). The rest of your group 
must guess what animal you 
are imitating. You cannot say 
any word or make any noise. 

 The next card is hidden in the 
tallest tree of the reserve. 

            

             
                
                
                        

                    SPEAKER 

 What does it mean! 

              Riddle: 

              Seven ducks got into a    
booth, how many peaks and legs 
are there? 

 Remember where were the 
rosemary plants? Search 
there because there is 
hidden the next card              

                  
                         

                         
                                     

DETECTIVE 

 Find three rosemary 
flowers and then give 
them to your staff 
 

 The next card is in the 
place where is living the 
majority of gulls 
 

                             

                           

        

PHOTOGRAPHER 

 

 Take some photos of the 
different landscapes 
(dunes, salt marsh…) 
 
 
                                                    

                 
 
 
 

FOREST GUARD 

 Locate in this map where 
Marismas del Odiel are 
situated and paint it in green 

 The next card is hidden in 
the south part of the salt 
marsh. Take a compass, you 
will need it 
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Pins or badges

 

 

FOREST GUARD    

 

                               

 
 

         DETECTIVE 

          

                                      
PHOTOGRAPHER 

      SPEAKER 

                                              

 

 

JOURNALIST 
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MAP OF MARISMAS DEL ODIEL

   www.googlemap.com
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OTHER PHOTOS

          

All these photos are taken from the following web: www.clipart.com 

“Vivir entre dos aguas” por Merche S. Calle y J. E. Gómez (www.waste.ideal.es)
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ANNEX III

Gymkhana:

1. The staff have planned the following activity for the pupils, play a gymkhana, and this is played in the 
following way:

• The staff has hidden some cards which contain the information where the other cards are. The class 
has been divided in four groups of five members, where they have different roles: the photographer, 
the journalist, the forest guard, the speaker and the detective. Each group will have a name of a 
typical animal of the reserve, for instance: one group is called GULL. They must find all the cards to 
win the game.

The first clue is the following: the staff gives to the group one first card, which contains information 
where the second one is. They try to find the card, and when they reach it, they must do the following 
thing: they must pick up three rosemary flowers, and give it to the staff. If they have been in the correct 
way, they will read in this card the track to find the other card.

When they find third card, one of them must imitate without speaking or making any noise the animals 
that are drawn in the cards. The first groups that reach this level have to help the others to get the clues 
until here. When everyone is at this level, is ready for the next proof. 

The fourth clue will consist in guessing the following riddles:

seven ducks got into a booth, how many peaks and legs are there?

The fifth clue will consist in taking photos of the different landscapes (dunes, salt marsh, etc).

Finally students will receive a certificate which depends on the roles they had. Each certificate has an 
affective message about their work. We believe that giving gifts for each student avoid a competitive 
behavior. 
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ANNEX IV

18 
 

 
 
 

 

DIPLOMA  
TO  

THE BEST  PHOTOGRAPHER  
OF THE TRIP 

 
 
                    
                __________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

from the teachers and the organization of  
“Marismas del Odiel” 
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19 
 

 

DIPLOMA  
TO  

THE BEST JOURNALIST  
OF THE TRIP 

 
 
                    
                     __________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

          from the teachers and the organization of  
“Marismas del Odiel” 
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20 
 

 

DIPLOMA  
TO  

THE BEST DETECTIVE  
OF THE TRIP 

 
 
                    
                 __________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

from the teachers and the organization of  
“Marismas del Odiel” 
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21 
 

 

 
       
                 ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

from the teachers and the organization of  
“Marismas del Odiel” 

 

DIPLOMA  
TO  

THE BEST SPEAKER  
OF THE TRIP 
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22 
 

 

 
DIPLOMA  

TO  
THE BEST FOREST GUARD  

OF THE TRIP 
 

 
                    
                             
                          _______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

              from the teachers and the organization of  
“Marismas del Odiel” 
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FLORA

1

Find four plants







http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=es&langpair=es|en&u=http://waste.ideal.es/odiel.htm&client=tmpg

http://www.andalucia.com/environment/protect/odiel.htm
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FLORA

2

Find four plants







http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=es&langpair=es|en&u=http://waste.ideal.es/odiel.htm&client=tmpg

http://www.walking-holidays-spain.com/parks/Andalucia/Las-Marismas-Odiel.htm

NEXT





1

Find three birds and one mammal

http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=es&langpair=es|en&u=http://waste.ideal.es/odiel.htm&client=tmpg

FAUNA







http://www.visithuelva.com/andalusian_adventures/the_odiel_estuary_salt_marshes.asp

NEXT





Find three birds and one crustacean

2

http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=es&langpair=es|en&u=http://waste.ideal.es/odiel.htm&client=tmpg

FAUNA







http://www.andalucia.com/environment/protect/odiel.htm
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CHARACTERISTICS

1

Find the location and 

the marshes length







http://www.andalucia.org/espacios-naturales/paraje-natural/marismas-del-odiel/?set_language=en

http://www.andalucia.com/environment/protect/odiel.htm
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CHARACTERISTICS

2

Find general and relevant

Information about Odiel marshes







http://www.iberianature.com/material/wild_nature_sites/Marismas_del_Odiel%20_nature.htm

http://www.fuertehoteles.com/guia/tourism/natural-park/marismas-odiel.htm

NEXT







HEY, Have a look!!

http://pnmarismasdelodiel.com/mdo/Presentacion.html

http://waste.ideal.es/videos/espatula-video.htm

http://waste.ideal.es/videos/flamencos-video.htm

http://waste.ideal.es/videos/garceta-cortejo-video.htm

NEXT
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WHAT CAN YOU SEE?

It’s the SEA













WHAT CAN YOU SEE?

It’s a RIVER













WHAT CAN YOU SEE?

It’s a LAKE













WHAT CAN YOU SEE?

It’s a RESERVOIR













WHAT CAN YOU SEE?

It’s a WATERFALL













WHAT CAN YOU SEE?

It’s a MARSH













CHARACTERICTICS OF A MARSH

It’s near the sea or an estuary of a river













It’s a wetland subject to frequent floods.

The water can be fresh, brackish or saline. 

CHARACTERICTICS OF A MARSH













The depth of a marsh is below a meter

CHARACTERICTICS OF A MARSH











It’s an ecosystem with a great variety of animals and plants

CHARACTERICTICS OF A MARSH











Most of them are located in Andalusia

LOCATION OF A MARSHES IN SPAIN











Located in Huelva

MARSHES OF THE ODIEL RIVER










LESSON PLAN MARISMAS DEL ODIEL



















































WHAT IS A SALT MARSH?

Is a environment in the upper coastal interdinal zone

             

                land                                             salty water

                                                                       

                                                                        herbs

Dominated by salt-tolerant plants as  

                                                                       grasses   



Salt marshes are very important ecosystem because they play a large role in the aquatic food and the exporting of nutrients to coastal water.                                                             

between



















WHERE CAN WE FIND SALT MARSHES? 



Salt marshes occur on low-energy coasts in temperate and high-latitudes.

These include sheltered environments such as



             embayments                            estuaries

                         

                          barrier of islands and spits



















What kind of flora and fauna can  we find in a salt marsh? 

The flora must tolerant of salt.

The most common salt marsh plants are:



          glassworts                                    cordgrass



There are different kinds of animals:

		

Invertebrates	(insects, molluscs, worms..)

	

Birds		Mammals



















BIRD MIGRATION:

The most common pattern involves flying north in the spring to breed in the temperate or Artic summer and returning in the fall to wintering grounds in warmer regions to the south.



The primary advantage of migration is conservation of energy.

                                         mountain ranges

These routes follow

                                         coastlines
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