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Description

This module is focused on the effects on natural ecosystems of global changes. Nowadays, the
species and the ecosystems are seriously treated due to these effects. Global warming, ozone
depletion and acid rain are the most important changes affecting the biosphere.

Aims

The aim of this module is to provide the student some notions about the main environmental
problems and its effects on natural ecosystem.

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module students should be able to:

e Appreciate the incalculable value of natural environment.
¢ Know the most important global changes affecting the natural ecosystems.
¢ Analyze the main environmental problems causes by global changes.

o To understand and to promote the possibility of the sustainable use of the natural
resources.

e Aptitude to take action to managing in different types of ecosystems under different
degrees of human intervention.

Syllabus indicative content

e Introduction to global process.

¢ Natural origin of global changes.

e Climate change: the effect of global warming and climate change on species and
ecosystems.
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e Ozone depletion: UV radiation and the protective ozone layer. The effect of UV radiation on
species and ecosystems.
e Acid rain: The origin and consequences of acid rain on aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems.
Assessment
Coursework (weighting): 60%
Exam: 30%
Other activities (visit to research centres, practices, etc.): 10%
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